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2020 Stay & Play Promotion!
   2 rounds / 1 night stay

$125 +tax  
Per person based on double occupancy  

3 days / 2 nights for $189.0033

Phil Mickelson turns 50
What’s next?
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Ballantyne Reimagined Project approved….
Golf Club at Ballantyne to join other lost courses
Area golfers are advised to play the Golf Club at Ballantyne before 

it joins several other golf courses that closed in Charlotte for 
commercial development.  Th e 455-acre, $1.5 billion redevel-

opment of Ballantyne Corporate Park has moved forward with the city’s approval 
of the project and agreed to give the developer $42.5 million for infrastructure.

In two separate 10-1 votes, Charlotte City Council approved the rezoning and 
the public money for the developer, Northwood Offi  ce. Plans for the project call 
for a variety of community additions including:  2,000 apartments, offi  ces,

hotel rooms, single-family homes, shops, restaurants, parks and an amphitheater 
to be built in two phases.

Of the infrastructure funding, $25 million would be given through city and 
county property tax breaks, which would be reimbursed to Northwood over 
15 years. Another $17.5 million is expected to be paid back to the developer 
through future bond referendums. 

Th e Mecklenburg County Board of Commissioners approved its portion of the 
grant in June.

Northwood is investing $1.5 billion in the development between the two phases. 
Th e project is expected to create 1,734 jobs at the peak of construction in 2024.

Th e Golf Club at Ballantyne joins three other golf courses in recent years on the 
closing list. In east Charlotte, Larkhaven Golf Club closed last year, where devel-
oper Meritage Homes is building nearly 350 homes on the one of the oldest golf 
sites in Charlotte.

On the south side, developer Lincoln Harris closed Charlotte Golf Links in 2014 
to build Rea Farms, a massive mixed-use development, while further south in 
Fort Mill, Meritage Homes gobbled up the Regent Park course in 2016 for 
additional homes.  

Th e Ballantyne project is expected to be completed in two phases, and 
anticipates an extension of the blue-line, connecting the light-rail to the area 
with three stops.

“I think it’s a really exciting opportunity for south Charlotte and the city as a 

whole,” said City Councilman Ed Driggs, who represents the Ballantyne area in 
district seven. 

But as the transformation moves forward, City Council members expressed 
doubt about how the revamped site could address the region’s aff ordable housing 
crisis. Th e city has a shortage of about 32,000 aff ordable housing units, said Pam 
Wideman, Charlotte’s housing and neighborhood services director. 

“I think it’s a great proposal,” City Council member Malcolm Graham said. “I 
appreciate the aff ordable housing units, but it’s just not enough. A lot of service 
workers are going to be working there. We have to better re-imagine the 
transportation system to get people to the jobs.”

With all that has been said and done now, the vision of the Ballantyne Corporate 
Park will certainly take on a diff erent look and feel.  Th e biggest questions still to 
be answered however are, “Will it be for the betterment of the area, and will the 
cost be something the city taxpayers will accept in the long run?”          

             Photo credits – Northwood Offi  ce

Golf Club of Ballantyne today Ballantyne Reimagined Project
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PHIL MICKELSON TURNS 50
Is  it  real ly  ju st  a  number?
By Steve DiMeglio / Sam Smith 

When Phil Mickelson turned 50 in June 2020 there was 
the obvious question; “What’s next for the World 
Golf Hall of Famer?”  For Mickelson, the answer 

was simple in a recent Golf Digest interview.

“It’s just a number,” said Mickelson. “I don’t really feel any diff erent. Th ere’s still a 
lot of time ahead to get a lot of things done.”

With the COVID-19 pandemic putting a 91-day hiatus to the PGA Tour, 
Mickelson had plenty of time to ponder this age milestone and put it in 
prospective based on his playing ability on the PGA Tour.

“It’s just weird to me how fast everything has fl own by,” Mickelson said. “I used 
to look at guys who were 50 and thinking they were really old and now that’s me 
and I don’t feel old. I just can’t believe how fast all the time on the PGA Tour has 
blown by. When I go to tournaments now, I realize I have played certain events 
20-plus times and I can’t get over that.”

As he looks ahead, his itinerary for now does not include any travel to the PGA 
Champions Tour. Mickelson is eligible to play the senior circuit starting with the 
Ally Challenge July 31 in Michigan.

“I believe I can still play golf at the highest level but I’m going to see how this 
summer goes,” Mickelson said. “I’ve worked hard. I know I feel I can compete 
and win on the PGA Tour, but aft er two 3rd-place fi nishes earlier this year 
I haven’t played the way I feel like I should be playing and I haven’t been getting 
the results”

Th roughout his career his thoughts have been family driven, which has always 
been his priority – his parents, Phil and Mary; his brother, Tim and sister, Tina; 
and his beautiful wife Amy, and two daughters and one son.

“Golf has been such a big, positive part of my life that I’m so appreciative that it 
has kept me mentally healthy as well as how it has given me and my family so 
much throughout my life, and it will continue to do so.”

His love for family and golf has produced a bountiful of memories, from the 
days he started copying his father’s swing in the back yard and thus turning 
himself into a left -handed golfer despite being a natural righty.

Just a nutshell of his accomplishments - three NCAA individual titles; the fi rst 
left -hander to win the U.S. Amateur; winning his fi rst PGA Tour title as an 
amateur; cashing in on 100s of money games on Tuesdays; three green jackets; 
one Claret Jug; one Wanamaker Trophy; a record six silver medals in the U.S. 
Open; forty-four PGA Tour wins; numerous Ryder Cup and Presidents Cup wins; 
and a record 25 consecutive years in the top 50 in the offi  cial world rankings.

But there is always one favorite memory that stands out in his career.  “Every 
time I go to Augusta National I still feel like a kid and I’ve played there almost 
30 times. It’s amazing. And I look back and think about all the fun that we’ve 
had. I think about winning my fi rst major in 2004 at the Masters and I can’t 
believe it’s been 16 years. It just doesn’t feel like it’s been that long. And I feel the 
same way about winning there in 2006 – that’s 14 years ago, and winning in 2010 
– that’s 10 years ago. I just can’t believe that. Th ose are more than just numbers 
to me.”

“I believe I can still play golf at the highest level but I’m going to see how this 

His love for family and golf has produced a bountiful of memories, from the 
days he started copying his father’s swing in the back yard and thus turning 
himself into a left -handed golfer despite being a natural righty.

Just a nutshell of his accomplishments - three NCAA individual titles; the fi rst 
left -hander to win the U.S. Amateur; winning his fi rst PGA Tour title as an 

one Claret Jug; one Wanamaker Trophy; a record six silver medals in the U.S. 

But there is always one favorite memory that stands out in his career.  “Every 
time I go to Augusta National I still feel like a kid and I’ve played there almost 

had. I think about winning my fi rst major in 2004 at the Masters and I can’t 
believe it’s been 16 years. It just doesn’t feel like it’s been that long. And I feel the 

2006 Masters winner Phil Mickelson receives green jacket from 
2005 Masters winner Tiger Woods.
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CAROLINA PANTHERS get into the golf 
business at WATERFORD GOLF CLUB
Th e Carolina Panthers, now owned 

by South Carolina business man 
David Tepper, have selected Rock Hill as 
their new home, but are still anchored by 

Bank of America Stadium in uptown Charlotte, where they will continue to play 
their games.  However, a $200 million headquarters and training facility in Rock 
Hill is now under development.

Adding to the move south by the Cats, a deal to buy Waterford Golf Club, which 
is just 4 miles away 
from the site of the NFL 
franchise’s business op-
erations, has also been 
fi nalized.  Th e course 
would be used by the 
team but would also be 
open to public play.

Panthers Chief Operat-
ing Offi  cer Mark Hart 
says the NFL team envi-
sions making Waterford, 

an 18-hole Hale Irwin design that opened in 1997, an even greater community 
amenity.

“Anything we do we’re going to try to improve it over its current state,” Hart 
said. “It’s already a great asset, a great course, a great layout. Perhaps if we can 
do something in conjunction with the development on the (new) site and make 
it something that’s got a Panthers brand or something that’s even better for the 
community, that’s something that we look forward to trying.”

Hart has added several other ideas concerning the headquarter complex. He says 
the campus will include practice fi elds, medical facilities, entertainment venues, 
a hotel, commercial space and apartments. He compared it to other NFL teams’ 
training complexes — like those of the Dallas Cowboys and Minnesota Vikings 
— that have values of more than $1 billion.

Th is 18-hole Championship Waterford Golf Club is located just 25 minutes from 
Uptown Charlotte. Waterford is a tranquil journey molded by Mother Nature 
and has received rave reviews from local and national media as well as golfers all 
over the Southeast.

Th e par 72 course, reaching 6,940 yards from the back tees, is nestled amongst 
dense hardwoods and rolling terrain. With water from lakes and creeks coming 
into play on 16 of the 18 holes, Waterford is a true shot maker’s course. 

Th e large undulating Bermuda mini-Verde greens, converted in 2011, can 
challenge even the best of putters when approaching from the Bermuda 
fairways. Hale Irwin designs feature plenty of doglegs, and golfers will fi nd that 
shaping their tee shots will be a premium.

“We have eliminated quite a few trees around the greens and tee boxes for more 
light exposure for better growing conditions,” said Waterford General Manage 
Ty Lefl er.  “Th e tee boxes have been sodded with Zoysia grass, which will stand 
up to the hot summer weather”.

With new Superintendent Patrick Woods and his crew making sure the course 
is in top shape, golfers will fi nd a smooth ride on the new cart paths throughout 
the entire course.  Th e refurbished clubhouse has dining facilities with indoor 
and patio seating and a golf shop.  And the practice facility includes a driving 
range, large putting green, short game practice area and practice bunker. 

“We off er a traditional membership experience, with the most fl exible golf 
membership options for family or single golfers,” added Lefl er.  “Th e daily rates 
to play Waterford are very reasonable for a course of this caliber – starting at $49 
for weekdays, and $59 for Friday-Sunday weekends, and lower twilight rates 
apply all week.  Seniors are always welcome with rates from $35 to $38 for 
weekday rounds”. 

from the site of the NFL 
franchise’s business op-
erations, has also been 
fi nalized.  Th e course 
would be used by the 
team but would also be 
open to public play.

Panthers Chief Operat-
ing Offi  cer Mark Hart 
says the NFL team envi-
sions making Waterford, 

P a n t h e r ’ s  o w n e r  D a v i d  Te p p e r

9th hole green at Waterford Golf Club 
Greens that are acclaimed to be the best ever this time of year.
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SOCIAL DISTANCING PROMPTS WIDER TEE-TIMES

www.playeaglechase.com
704-385-9000

Dramatic elevation changes & 
a mountain golf experience at Union 

County’s premier semi-private golf course 
- just minutes from uptown Charlotte! Summer  Spec ia ls

Monday  -Thursday   $38 
af te r  1 :00  $33

Fr iday  $42 after 1:00 $36

Senior Monday-Friday  $30
Weekends & Holidays  $51

12:00 noon - 2:00  $42 
after 2:00  $35 

The Hidden Jewel

of the Carolinas

ToTomm JaJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJ ckcksoon desig nToTomm JaJJJJJJJJJJ ckckson desig n

Enjoy mature
Zoysiagrass greens

If      you have played any of the public/daily play golf courses recently, 
you may have noticed full parking lots.  In the Greater Charlotte 
area, courses are enjoying a surging demand as golfers flock to 

social-distance-approved fairways.  And, many golfers are not noticing that 
their tee-times have been more widely spaced.

According to some veteran golf course starters in the area, the normal time 
between 
tee-times is 
usually 7-8 
minutes, but 
according 
to Brandon 
Tucker of 
Golf Advisor,  
the average 
most USA 
courses are 
now sending 
groups off is 
from 10-15 
minutes apart.  

Average here in Charlotte is around 10-12 minutes.  

We’d all love fewer players and wide open fairways ahead of us - that’s the 
exclusive, private club dream. But at some point, of course, supply is 
reduced to the point that a public golf course isn’t a viable business.  

For the 12-min-
ute interval to 
have the same 
revenue potential, 
the tee time rate 
would need to be 
over $61, while 
the 10-minute 
interval is just 
under $50. But if 
8 minute inter-
vals aren’t 100% 
utilized, and a 
worse experience, 

it may keep golfers 
from returning as frequently. But management may be better off ignoring 
the 8-minute revenue potential and understand they may get more happier 

and repeat customers at 10 or possibly even 12 minutes.

Considering the market data we’ve seen from entities like GolfNow and the 
National Golf Foundation, courses are booking more tee times than last 
year and we can assume are often accommodating more golfers daily. Yet 
there is evidence golfers don’t feel as crunched. May 2020’s Pace of Play 
average rating crept only .3% higher. (Digital stats curiosity of Golf 
Advisor)

The question is, as restrictions on golf courses are eventually loosened and 
the sport settles into a more normal rate of demand, what is the incentive 
for busy public facilities to return to their shorter, 6-8 minute intervals? 

Golf course staff may learn in 2020 that fewer tee times, possibly at a nom-
inally higher rate, ends up not only filling the tee sheets but leaves a more 
positive impression on its customers and makes them more likely to return.

tee-times is 
usually 7-8 
minutes, but 
according 
to Brandon 
Tucker of 
Golf Advisor,  
the average 
most USA 
courses are 
now sending 
groups off is 

For the 12-min-
ute interval to 
have the same 
revenue potential, 
the tee time rate 
would need to be 
over $61, while 
the 10-minute 
interval is just 
under $50. But if 
8 minute inter-
vals aren’t 100% 
utilized, and a 
worse experience, 

Local golf course starters verifying wider tee times as much 
as ten to twelve minutes

Starter explains reason for wider tee times.
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C h a r l o t t e ’ s  W e b b  S i m p s o n  m a k i n g 
a  h a b i t  o f  F a t h e r ’ s  D a y  v i c t o r i e s
Th e man that is steadily becoming the all-time best professional 

Charlotte golfer, James Frederick Webb Simpson, has captured 
another big prize on the Father’s Day fi nal round of another 

PGA Tour stop.

In a wild sprint to the fi nish aft er a three-hour storm delay, Simpson ran off  fi ve 
birdies in a six-hole 
stretch on the back nine 
at Hilton Head’s Har-
bour Town and closed 
with a 7-under 64.  Th at 
blazing fi nish earned 
him a one-shot victory 
over Abraham Ancer in 
the RBC Heritage tour-
nament.

Th is marked the second 
Father’s Day champi-
onship for Simpson; he 
won the U.S. Open at 
Olympic Club in 2012. 
Th e U.S. Open has been 

scheduled to end on Father’s Day every year since 1976, but it was moved to 
September this year because of the COVID.

Th e RBC Heritage fi lled the spot on the schedule and Simpson, now a father of 
fi ve, became a winner for the second time this year with his record score at Har-
bour Town.

He didn’t have 
much of a choice 
with so many low 
scores on a soft  
course with little 
wind. He fi nished 
at 22-under 262, 
breaking by two 
the tournament 
record set by 
Brian Gay in 
2009.

“It was a crazy 
day,” Simpson 
said at the award 
ceremony. 
“I didn’t get it going until 12 and then the putts started going in and I started get-

ting confi dent. 
It’s amazing 
to be standing 
here right now.”

Simpson, 
who won the 
Phoenix Open 
in February, 
moved to No. 
5 in the world. 
He also moved 
to the top of 
the FedEx Cup 
(1583 points).  
Another top 
10 fi nish at the 
Rocket 
Mortgage 
Classic took his 
Cup points to 
1660.  However, Justin Th omas’ runner-up fi nish at the Workday Classic pushed 
Simpson into second place in the FedEx Cup points race.

It was a tough runner-up fi nish for Ancer, trying to become the fi ft h straight 
winner of the RBC Heritage to capture his fi rst PGA Tour victory at Harbour 
Town. He hit all 18 greens in regulation in shooting 6-under par 65, and had 
tied the tournament with a birdie at the 15th hole. 

But, there was just no catching Simpson, whose only birdies were on the par 5s 
on the front nine until he couldn’t miss. He rolled in birdie putts from 10 feet 
and 20 feet on the 12th and 13th, two-putted for birdie on the 15th and then 
sealed it with two more birdies from 15 and 18 feet.

Th e 34-year old Simpson, as an amateur, was a member of the United States’ 
victorious 2007 Walker Cup and 2007 Palmer Cup teams. In college, Simpson 
played on the Wake Forest University golf team on the Arnold Palmer 
scholarship.  

He turned pro 2007, started to blossom in his mid-20’s aft er tying for seventh at 
the 2008 PGA Tour Qualifying School.  In 2011, Simpson had his fi rst two 
victories on the PGA Tour, which came at the Wyndham Championship and 
at the Deutsche Bank Championship, a FedEx Cup playoff  event. Th ese wins 
helped him fi nish in second on the Tour’s money list. 

He was also a member of the United States’ victorious 2011, 2013 and 2019  
Presidents Cup teams.  Simpson has represented the USA on three Ryder Cup 
teams, with a fourth appearance assured when the event is rescheduled in 2021.
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C e n t r u m  P l a z a
1 0 0 4 0 0 - C  C e n t r u m  P a r k w a y

P i n e v i l l e

7 0 4 - 5 4 4 - 5 0 1 8
Hours: Monday - Friday 10 am - 7 pm 

Saturday 9 am - 7 pm ~ Sunday 10 am - 6 pm

10% OFF purchase of $50 more 

www. greatergolf express.comwww. greatergolf express.com
For virtual tour: www.shoppecharlotte.comFor virtual tour: www.shoppecharlotte.com

eBay Id - promgolf - http://stores.shop.ebay.com/Pro-Master-GolfeBay Id - promgolf - http://stores.shop.ebay.com/Pro-Master-Golf

Not valid with any other off er, some manufacturer 
restrictions apply.

Va l i d  t h rou g h  8 / 1 5 / 2 0

On-line coupon code: Journal

NEW Cleveland RTX Zip Core 
Wedges available for pre order 7/27

Th ree fi nishes to choose from!
Featuring the NEW Dynamic Gold 

Tour Issue Spinner Shaft !

Introducing the launch of the 
Chrome Soft Triple Track Golf Ball!

The Chrome Soft, Callaway’s most popular ball, 
meets Triple Track alignment technology!

Start making more putts today! 

Taylor Made SIM 2020
p r o d u c t  l i n e  a v a i l a b l e !

Full line of drivers, fairways, hybrids, & iron 
sets in stock!

Custom fitting available!

N e w  TAY L O R M A D E  R E S C U E  H Y B R I D S  a d d e d 
t o  P G A w i n n e r ’s  b a g
When Dust in Johnson captured his  21st  career  PGA 

vic tor y  at  the  Travelers  Championship,  and 
cont inued his  st reak of  yearly  wins  over  the  past  13  seasons ,  he 
confessed to  doing something he  had never  done before.

“I ’ve  been playing the  Tay lorMade Max dr iver  and 3-wood for  a 
whi le ,  but  in  this  win I  ac tua l ly  played two rescue clubs  which 
I  never  thought  would happen.  I  s tar ted hitt ing the  SIM Max 
hybr ids  just  before  winning the  tournament ,  and I  got  great  dis-
tance  and accurac y a l l  week long.  These  hybr ids  are  in  my bag to 
stay.” 

What  average  gol fers  wi l l  f ind out  is  that  with  the  SIM Max 
hybr id  rescue clubs  the  V-shaped sole  plate  is  des igned to  reduce 
f r ic t ion with the  tur f  at  impact  and g ive  you the  conf idence to 
attack any l ie .  And TaylorMade engineers  des igned Twist  Face  to 
g ive  ever yone straighter  shots  on mis-hits .

Add to  the  Twist  Face  feature  the  breakthrough Thru-Slot 
Speed Pocket  technolog y which del ivers  enhanced sole 
f lexibi l ity  to  create  addit ional  ba l l  speed as  wel l  as  improved 
forg iveness  on low-face  mis-hits .

G r e a t e r  G o l f 
E x p r e s s  is  of fer ing 
the  Tay lorMade hy-
br ids  at  ver y 
af fordable  pr ices , 
and can custom f it 
each gol fer  with  the 
r ight  c lub specs  for 
any swing.  

They a lso  have  a 
fu l l  l ine  of  Tay lor-
Made Max Drivers , 
fair way woods and the  new SIM Max irons  with the  improved 
Speed Br idge  and ECHO Damping System for  better  sound and 
forged-l ike  feel . 

GGE  and TaylorMade pr ide  themselves  on pushing the  bound-
ar ies  of  gol f  c lub improvements  so  that  you may f ind greater  joy 
in  the  game and better  on-course  per formance.  Af ter  a l l ,  they ’re 
gol fers  just  l ike  you.

Dustin Johnson hitting new TaylorMade Rescue 
Hybrids at Travelers Championship



CAROLINA GOLF JOURNAL8 Vol. 11 Issue 3

Western NC Mountains’ Gem
MAGGIE VALLEY CLUB & RESORT

Any trip to western North Carolina to play golf can 
be a pure delight, and finding the perfect spot 
to enjoy not only the course but the amenities 

of the resort makes it very special.  Golfers from throughout the 
country are finding that exact situation at Maggie Valley Golf & Resort. 

Beginners and even the most seasoned players will find the 6,500-yard 
course a unique challenge, while highlighting some of Western North 
Carolina’s most spectacular scenery. Year-round golf is always amaz-
ing at Maggie Valley with North Carolina’s temperate climate and the 
course’s native foliage and 30 acres of fairways.

Maggie Valley is unique to other North Carolina golf resorts, 
resting between the Blue Ridge and Great Smoky Mountains at about 
3,000 feet of elevation. Players can warm up at the front Valley Nine or 
undertake the challenging Mountain Nine, which features an elevation 
rise of 800 feet and panoramas of the valley and beyond.

Adding to the allure of their mountain-style championship golf course, 
Maggie Valley Golf & Resort members enjoy full access to world class 
amenities including a heated pool, hot tub, tennis courts, driving range, 
a short game practice area, walking trails, yoga and fitness room.  Avid 
outdoorsmen appreciate the close proximity to numerous hiking and 
biking trails, fishing, rafting and zip-line adventures.

If you Stay and Play at Maggie Valley Club & Resort, they have 
luxurious, spacious onsite accommodations and vacation rentals that 
offer the ultimate in deluxe comfort - certain to make your stay a 
comfortable one.

Accommodations are adorned with designer furnishings and feature a 
fully equipped kitchen, dining room and an inviting living room with 
gas fireplace, a sleeper sofa and cable television; 2- or 3-bedroom, 
2-bath condos offer private balconies and golf course views. 

Try the Maggie Valley Lodging Suites complete with a king-size bed in 
the master bedroom and a queen-size bed or two twin beds in the sec-
ond and third bedrooms.

Once you’ve had your fair share of golfing, explore the outdoors with 
the many activities available around the area.

Contact reservations at 800-438-3861 to learn more about Stay & Play 
packages or to create your own custom package.
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GET MORE USE OUT OF 
GOLF RANGEFINDER 
PHONE APPS

More and more golfers are using rangefinders 
to help improve their game.  Knowing the 
correct distance to the back and front of 

the green as well as to the pin, yardage makes selecting the proper 
club a much easier decision.

There are at least a dozen models of handheld rangefinders, and more 
wristwatch aid for golfers to choose from.  Golfers are also finding 
that yardage apps are available on line at a fraction of the cost of the 

other options.

Desert Fox Golf of Arizona has come 
up with the perfect phone holder that 
attaches right on the golf cart for easy 
access, and quick information.

The Phone Caddy is fully adjustable 
with sliding wings and face plate to fit 
most popular smartphones and cases.  
Keep your app right where you need it, 
and rugged enough to keep in your bag 
between rounds.

The Phone Caddy can be customized 
with any mix and match logos on the 

wings, faceplate, and bag.  
Not only for personal use, a 
customized Phone 
Caddy is a great golf event 
tee gift, corporate promo-
tional gift, small group gift or 
a keepsake for that golf trip 
with friends.

With the improving phone 
apps for golf course 
yardage information available, the Phone Caddy is a very inexpensive 
item to add to your golf equipment.  

Desert Fox Golf offers the Phone Caddy for just $25, and will ship 
your purchase free of charge anywhere in the USA.

To find out more about the Phone Caddy, or to place an order log on 
at desertfoxgolf.com.   

a keepsake for that golf trip 
with friends.

With the improving phone 
apps for golf course 
yardage information available, the 
item to add to your golf equipment.  

Desert Fox GolfDesert Fox Golf
your purchase free of charge anywhere in the USA.

To find out more about the Phone Caddy, or to place an order log on 
at 

TARGET YOUR AUDIENCE!
Reach thousands of golfers . . .

advertise with the Carolina Golf Journal

Contact Sam Smith
980-900-8004

samcsmith@mindspring.com
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R E V I SE D 2 0 1 9 - 2 0  P G A TOU R SE AS ON S C H E DU L E
June 8-14    Charles Schwab Challenge   Daniel Berger -Winner   Fort Worth, Texas
June 15-21    RBC Heritage     Webb Sipson - Winner   Hilton Head, SC
June 22-28    Travelers Championship   Dustin Johnson - Winner   Cromwell, CT 
July 2-5    Rocket Mortgage Classic   Bryson DeChambeau - Winner   Detroit, Michigan
July 6-12    Workday Charity Open    Collin Morikawa - Winner   Silvis, Illinois
July 13-19    The Memorial Tournament    Muirfield Village Golf Club   Dublin, Ohio
July 20-26    3M Open      TPC Twin Cities     Blaine, Minnesota
July 27-August 2   FedEx St. Jude Invitational    TPC Southwind     Memphis, Tennessee
July 27-August 2   Barracuda Championship    Tahoe Mountain Club    Truckee, California 
August 3-9    PGA Championship    TPC Harding Park     San Francisco, California 
August 10-16    Wyndham Championship    Sedgefield Country Club   Greensboro, NC
August 17-23    The Northern Trust     TPC Boston      Norton, Massachusetts 
August 24-30    BMW Championship    Olympia Fields Country Club  Olympia Fields, Illinois
August 31-September 7  TOUR Championship   East Lake Golf Club     Atlanta, Georgia

PROJ E C T E D 2 0 2 0 - 2 1  P G A TOU R SE AS ON S C H E DU L E ( FA L L P ORT ION )
September 7-13  Safeway Open    Silverado Resort and Spa North   Napa, California
September 14-20  U.S. Open     Winged Foot Golf Club   Mamaroneck, New York
# September 21-27   Ryder Cup    Postponed until September 2021  Kohler, Wisconsin
September 21-27  Corales Punta Cana Resort    Corales Golf Club     Punta Cana, Dom. Republic
September 28-October 4 Sanderson Farms Championship CC of Jackson     Jackson, MS
October 5-11    Shriners Hospitals for Children Open TPC Summerlin    Las Vegas, Nevada
October 12-18   The CJ Cup @ Nine Bridges  Nine Bridges     Jeju Island, Korea
October 19-25   Zozo Championship   Narashino Country Club   Chiba Prefecture, Japan
October 26-November 1  HSBC Champions   Sheshan International Golf Club  Shanghai, China
October 26-November 1  Bermuda Championship  Port Royal Golf Club    Southampton, Bermuda
November 2-8   Houston Open   Memorial Park Golf Course   Houston, Texas
November 9-15   Masters Tournament   Augusta National Golf Club  Augusta, Georgia
November 16-22  The RSM Classic   Sea Island Resort    Sea Island, Georgia
November 23-29   Open week (Thanksgiving)
November 30-Dec. 6   Mayakoba Golf Classic  El Camaleón Golf Club   Playa del Carmen, Mexico
# November 30-Dec 6  Hero World Challenge        Albany , Bahamas
# December 7-13   QBE Shootout    Tiburón Golf Club    Naples, Florida
# December 14-20   PNC Father-Son Challenge  The Ritz-Carlton Grande Lakes  Orlando, FL 

# indicates unofficial event
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2020 Charity Golf Tournaments for the Greater Charlotte area
Carolina Golf  Jour nal  would l ike  to  promote  your  2020 f undrai sing  golf  tour nament.  

S end your  infor mation to:  samcsmith@mind spr ing.com or  cal l  980-900-8004

AAHOA Charity Golf Tournament
Saturday and Sunday, August 1 & 2
Golf Club of Ballantyne
Captains Choice
Cost $200
Contact: Dascia Freeman
704-491-3795
Dascia@AAHOA.com

15th Annual Cassandra M. Thompson 
Golf Tournament
Saturday,  August 22
Rocky River Golf Club
 Captain’s Choice  
Shotgun Start  1:30 pm
Cost:  $125 per player  / $500 per foursome
Contact:  Carolina Cross Connection   
704-721-0033 

CTS Health Community Care Annual Golf 
Tournament
Friday, August 28
Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation
Captain’s Choice  
Shotgun start: 10am 
Cost $100 per player
Contact: CTS Health 704-864-1477
CTSHealth.org

2020 Down Syndrome Assoc. of Charlotte Golf 
Tournament
Friday,  September 25
Divide Golf Club
Captain’s Choice  
Shotgun Start  9:00 am
Cost:  $130 per player  
Contact:  Ernest Hoag 704-536-2163
golf@dsa-gc.org

7th Annual Rock Hill Kappas Golf Klassic
Saturday,  October 3
Carolina Lakes Golf Club
Captain’s Choice   
Shotgun Start  8:00 am
Cost: $85 per player  / $320 per foursome
Contact:  Rock Hill Kappa Foundation  607-368-
6360
rockhillkappas@gmail.com

United Methodist Agency for the Retarded 
(UMAR) 2020 ProAm Golf Tournament
Monday,  October 5 
Providence Country Club
Captain’s Choice   
Contact:  Amy Douglas  704-659-7632
amyd@umarinfo.com 

Purple Heart Homes Fall Golf Tournament
Saturday,  October 17
Lakewood Golf Club, Statesville
Captain’s Choice   
Shotgun Start: 10:00 am
Cost:  $100 pp
Contact:  
Purple Heart Homes 
704-838-4044
purplehearthomes
usa.org

Society for Information 
Management (SIM) Charity 
Golf Tournament
Monday,  October 26
Ballantyne Country Club
Captain’s Choice
Shotgun Start:  10:30 am
Contact:  Daiore Fanis    
800-387-9746
president@simcharlotte.org

EDGEWATER GOLF CLUB
Voted one of the Charlotte area’s toughest courses 

by Charlotte Business Journal 2017

C h a m p i o n s h i p  c o u r s e  ~  G r e a t  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e
P r a c t i c e / Te a c h i n g  f a c i l i t y  ~  W i l d l i f e

803-283-9800
2380 Catawaba Ridge Blvd ~ Lancaster, SC  29720 ~ Edgewatergc.com

An unforgettable golf experience

Check with tournament’s 
contacts to make sure their event 

is still scheduled or postponed.



CAROLINA GOLF JOURNAL12 Vol. 11 Issue 3

R1 R2

R1. Apple Valley Golf Course - Lake Lure 
 Resort 18  ~ 828-694-3043
R2. Bald Mountain Golf Course  - Lake Lure
 Resort 18 ~ 828-694-3042 
1. Ballantyne Country Club - Charotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-544-9755 
2. Ballantyne Golf Club - Charlotte
 Public 18 ~ 704-248-4383 

3. Birkdale Golf Club - Huntersville
 Public 18 ~ 704-895-8038 
5. Cabarrus Country Club - Concord
 Private 18 ~ 704-786-8154 
6. Carmel Country Club - Charlotte
 Private 36 ~ 704-542-2457  
8. Carolina Golf & Country Club - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-392-6366

9. Carolina Lakes Golf Club  - Indian Land  
 Public 18 ~ 803-547-9688
10. Cedarwood Country Club  ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-542-0206
11. Charles T. Myers Golf Course ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-536-1692 
12. Charlotte Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-333-9809

14. Charlotte National Golf Club ~ Indian Trail
 Public 18 ~ 704-882-8282 
15. Chester Golf Club - Richburg, SC  
 Public 18 ~ 803-581-5733
16. The Club at Irish Creek - Kannapolis
 Private 18 ~ 704-933-4336
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17. The Club at Longview  - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-443-2500
18. Corbin Hills Golf Course - Salisbury 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-636-0672
19. Country Club of Salisbury
 Private ~ 704-636-7070 
20. Cowans Ford CC
 Private 18 ~ 704-827-3088
21. Cramer Mountain Club ~ Cramerton
 Private ~ 704-879-4888
22. Crescent Golf Club - Salisbury  
 Public 18 ~ 704-647-0025 
24. Deer Brook Golf Club ~ Shelby
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-482-4653 
25. The Divide ~ Mint Hill  
 Public 18 ~ 704-628-6438
26. Eagle Chase Golf Club ~ Marshville   
 Public 18 ~ 704-385-9000 
27. Edgewater Golf Club ~ Lancaster   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-283-9800 
28. Emerald Lake Golf Club ~ Mint Hill    
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-882-7888 
29. Firethorne Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-843-3111 
30. Fort Mill Golf Club   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-547-2044 
31. Larkin Golf Club - Statesville
 Public 18 ~ 704-872-9990 
32. Foxwood Golf Course~ Salisbury 
 Public 18 ~ 704-637-2528 
33. Gaston Country Club ~ Gastonia
 Private 18 ~ 704-865-7949 
34. Gastonia Catawba Creek GC ~ Gastonia
 Public 18 ~ 704-866-6945
35. Glen Oaks Golf Club ~ Maiden
 Semi-private 18~828-428-2451 
36. Golf Village ~ Pineville
 Public Par-3 ~ 704-889-5086 
37. Green Meadows Golf Course ~ Mt. Holly
 Public 18 ~ 704-827-9264 
38. Green Oaks Golf Course ~ Concord
 Public 18 ~ 704-786-4412 
39. Highland Creek Golf Club - Charlotte 
 Public 18 ~ 704-875-9000 
40. King’s Mountain Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-739-5871 

42. Lakewood Golf Course ~ Statesville
 Public 18 ~ 704-873-6441 
43. Lancaster Golf Club  
 Public 18 ~ 803-416-4500  
45. Lincoln Country Club ~ Lincolnton 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-735-1382 
47. Mallard Head Country Club ~ Mooresville 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-664-7031
48. McCanless Golf Club ~ Salisbury  
 Public 18 ~ 704-637-1235
49. Monroe Country Club
 Public 18 ~ 704-282-4661
50. Mooresville Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-663-2539 
51. Myers Park Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-376-0745 
52. Northstone Country Club ~ Huntersville
 Private 18 ~ 704-948-4286 
53. Oak Hill Golf Course ~ Charlotte
 Public 18 ~ 704-394-2834 
54. Old North State Club ~ New London, NC
 Private 18 ~ 336- 461-4447 
55. Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation ~ Mint Hill  
 Public 18 ~ 704-573-1000 
56. The Palisades Country Club  - Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-548-0099
57. Paradise Valley Golf Course ~ Charlotte
 Public Par-3 ~ 704-548-1808 
58. Pebble Creek ~ Indian Trail
 Public Par-3 18 ~ 704-821-7276
59. The Peninsula Club ~ Cornelius
 Private 18 ~ 704-896-7060 
61. Pine Island Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-394-1011
62. Pine Lake CC - Mint Hill
 Private 18 ~ 704-394-1011  
63. Pinetuck Golf Club ~ Rock Hill
 Public 18 ~ 803-327-1141
64. Trump National ~ Mooresville
 Private 18 ~ 704-660-1192
65. Providence Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-846-6325
66. Quail Hollow Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-552-1726 

25
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34. Gastonia Catawba Creek GC ~ Gastonia
 Public 18 ~ 704-866-6945
35. Glen Oaks Golf Club ~ Maiden
 Semi-private 18~828-428-2451 
36. Golf Village ~ Pineville
 Public Par-3 ~ 704-889-5086 
37. Green Meadows Golf Course ~ Mt. Holly
 Public 18 ~ 704-827-9264 
38. Green Oaks Golf Course ~ Concord
 Public 18 ~ 704-786-4412 
39. Highland Creek Golf Club - Charlotte 
 Public 18 ~ 704-875-9000 
40. King’s Mountain Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-739-5871 

42. Lakewood Golf Course ~ Statesville
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43. Lancaster Golf Club  
 Public 18 ~ 803-416-4500  
45. Lincoln Country Club ~ Lincolnton 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-735-1382 
47. Mallard Head Country Club ~ Mooresville 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-664-7031
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50. Mooresville Country Club   
 Public 18 ~ 704-663-2539 
51. Myers Park Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-376-0745 
52. Northstone Country Club ~ Huntersville
 Private 18 ~ 704-948-4286 
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55. Olde Sycamore Golf Plantation ~ Mint Hill  
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67. Raintree Country Club ~ Charlotte
 Private 36 ~ 704-542-8150 
68. Red Bridge Golf Club ~ Locust
 Public 18 ~ 704-781-5231
70. Harry L. Jones Golf Course ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-357-3373
71. Charles L. Siff ord Golf Course  ~ Charlotte 
 Public 9 ~ 704-333-3949
72. Riverbend Golf Club ~ Shelby
 Public 18 ~ 704-482-4286 
73. River Hills Country Club ~ Lake Wylie
 Private 18 ~ 803-831-2249
74. River Oaks Golf Club ~ Statesville  
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-883-8724
75. River Run Golf & CC ~ Davidson
 Private 18 ~ 704-896-7355 
76. Rock Barn CC & Spa ~ Conover
 Semi-Private 36 ~ 828-459-9279 

77. Rock Hill Country Club ~ Rock Hill
 Private 18 ~ 803-327-7790 
78. Rocky River Golf Club ~  Concord  
 Public 18 ~ 704-455-1200 
79. Rolling Hills Country Club ~ Monroe
 Private 18 ~ 704-283-8201
80. Skybrook Golf Club ~ Huntersville   
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-948-6611 
81. Springfield Golf Club ~ Ft. Mill
 Public 18 ~ 803-548-3318 
82. Spring Lake Golf Club ~ York  
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-684-4898
83. Statesville Country Club ~  Statesville
 Private 18 ~ 704-873-8376   
84. Stonebridge Golf Club ~ Monroe 
 Public 18 ~ 704-283-8998  
85. Sunset Hills Golf Course ~ Charlotte 
             Public 18 ~ 704-399-0980 
86. Tega Cay Golf Club ~ Tega Cay
 Public 18 ~ 803-548-2918  

87. Tot Hill Farm Golf Club ~ Asheboro
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 336-857-4455  
88. TPC at Piper Glen ~ Charlotte
 Private 18 ~ 704-846-1515
89. The Tradition ~ Charlotte  
 Public 18 ~ 704-503-7529
90. Twin Oaks Golf Course ~ Statesville
 Public 18 ~ 704-872-3979 
91. Verdict Ridge Golf & CC ~ Denver
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 704-489-1206 
92. Warrior Golf Club ~ China Grove   
 Semi-Private 18  ~ 704-856-0871 
93. Waterford Golf Club ~ Rock Hill 
 Semi-Private 18 ~ 803-324-0300 
94. Westport Golf ~ Denver  
 Public 18 ~ 704-489-8088 - Denver
95. White Oak ~ Alexis
 Public Par-3 18 ~ 704-263-9990 
97.  Royster Memorial Golf Course ~ Shelby
 Public 9 ~ 704-484-6823

I m p r o v e  y o u r  p l a y  b y 
h i t t i n g  m o r e  g r e e n s
Fred Bond
Director of Instruction   
Stonebridge Golf Club
803-374-0589

Whether it’s putting for 
par or birdie you can 
improve your game by 

hitting more greens.

In the 58 years I have taught I 
have observed a majority of play-
ers (about 90%) missing the green 
short.  If a player 
would use the 
yardage to the 
back of the green 
I believe they 
would experience 
more greens hit 
which in turn 
can lead to lower 
scores.

Using one or two 
clubs more and 

not making as big or violent swing 
can help accomplish more greens 
being hit.  

Give it a try your next time out and 
see if it makes a difference for you.

Editor’s Note:  Here are some 
greens-in-regulation (GIR) stats 
that reinforce Fred Bond’s lower 
your average score suggestion.  
(PGA Pro average 12-15 GIR per 
round)

Avg. Score GIR  Birdies     Pars 
      71     12  3.2  11.8
      75        10   2.4     10.3
      79                 8          1.8           8.8
      81                 7          1.5           8.1
      85                 5          0.8           6.6
      89                 3         0.1           5.1
      91                 2          0.0           4.3
      95                 0           0             2.8
      99                 0          0             1.3            

Tracking greens in regulation
With golf tips like 

the one on this 
page by Fred 

Bond, which encourages better 
results by hitting more greens in 
regulation (GIR), seeing that stat 
will improve your game.   

A green is considered hit “in reg-
ulation” if any part of the ball is 
touching the putting surface while 
the number of strokes taken is at 
least two fewer than par (i.e., by the 
fi rst stroke on a par 3, the second 
stroke on a par 4, or the third stroke 
on a par 5).

Every time you play and make a 
GIR, circle the hole number on your 
scorecard. Try and keep a record 
of this every time you play so you 
can see how you progress course by 
course. 

Using the back of your scorecard or 
another sheet of paper, keep a tally 
of how many times you use each 
club for an approach shot. 

Alongside that, make a note when 
each approach is a success.

By looking at this club-by-club you 
can see if you are doing better with 

your long or shorter irons. 
Golfers can then work to improve 
any areas of their iron play that 
might be letting their score down.

If a bad drive leaves you out of 
position for a GIR, mark an “X” 
over the hole number. 

At the end of the round, you’ll be 
able to see if you’re missing greens 
because of bad drives or poor irons.
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Don’t take the driving range to the course
By the So-So- Golfer 

A round of golf is not the time to be working on that slice 
or snap hook that seems to find every water hazard, sand 
trap, out of bounds or unsuspecting innocent bystander 
lining up his approach shot 2 holes over. That’s best left for 

the driving range. 

The thing is, most amateurs tend to forget to play with he swing you 
arrived with on the day. 
This is something the 
pro’s do extremely well. 
The difference is that they 
know how to adjust their 
game accordingly, limit 
the damage and still post 
a good score. 
 
So how do we do that? 

No Mechanics  First of 
all, forget about working 
on swing mechanics on 
the course. This has got 
to be one of the biggest round killers. All it does is create head worms 
and a lack of confidence, thus leading to stress, tension and generally 
an unpleasant day on the fairways and greens. 

Tee off with what’s working  If the big stick is going everywhere but 
the hole you’re playing, leave it in the bag. Instead use the longest 
club you feel confident with and put yourself in a position to be able 
to play your next shot. Playing a 3 wood to the fairway is far better 
than a lost ball. 

Play shots you know 
how to play  Trying 
to play a big fade 
around a tree from 
the rough 200 yards 
out from the green, 
without practiced 
that type of shot reg-
ularly, is just asking 
for trouble. Sure, it 
will look awesome 
if you pull it off, but 

what are the chances of that happening? One, maybe two times out of 
twenty? Take your medicine and play the minimum lofted club you 
need to get back out to safety, your score card will look all the better 
for it. 

Don’t over complicate the task  If a simple bump and run will send 
your ball towards the hole with little risk, go for it. Phil Mickelson 
flop shots look cool as hell, but a failed attempt caught in the teeth 
might end you up further from the hole! 

Don’t give up  Keep grinding away; don’t let your emotions take over. 
It’s ok to get upset after a bad shot or a stupid decision. What’s not 
ok is to let it 
affect every shot 
after that. Tiger 
Woods gives 
himself 10 paces 
to vent and then 
it’s done. You 
can’t go back 
and change a 
bad shot but you 
can make sure 
you are mental-
ly ready for the 
next one. Golf is a funny game; your next shot may just be your best 
one yet! 

Have Fun  I mean that’s why we here isn’t it? Don’t let your expec-
tations ruin what should have been fun day out on the links. Bad 
rounds will and do happen. It happens to the best players in the 
world, but we have the luxury of playing this beautiful game with-
out having to worry about the pay check at the end of the round. For 

some of you it’s 
a once a month 
outing or even 
less, so don’t 
forget to enjoy 
yourself. There 
will always be 
time to work on 
your technique at 
the range before 
the next game. It 
is after all just a 
game. 

Play shots you know Play shots you know 
how to playhow to play
to play a big fade 
around a tree from 
the rough 200 yards 
out from the green, 
without practiced 
that type of shot reg-
ularly, is just asking 
for trouble. Sure, it 
will look awesome 
if you pull it off, but 

a once a month 
outing or even 
less, so don’t 
forget to enjoy 
yourself. There 
will always be 
time to work on 
your technique at 
the range before 
the next game. It 
is after all just a 
game. 
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2020 RYDER CUP postponed until 2021 
PRESIDENT’S CUP at Quail Hollow moved to 2022
WELLS FARGO CHAMPIONSHIP returns in May 2021

Aft er months of speculation, the 2020          
Ryder Cup has been offi  cially postponed 
because of the coronavirus pandem-
ic.  Th e 43rd Ryder Cup, scheduled for   

September 22-27, at Whistling Straits in Kohler, Wisconsin, has been resched-
uled for September 21-26, 2021.

By moving the Ryder Cup to 2021, the Presidents Cup, initially slated for 
September 30-October 3, 2021, at Quail Hollow Club in Charlotte, will now 
be played September 19-25, 2022.  Th is will allow the top-rated PGA tour-
nament, the Well Fargo Championship, to return to Quail Hollow in May of 
2021. 

I think it’s a real positive,” said tournament director Gary Sobba.  “I think   
everyone is excited.  We will be working hard to get ticket sales information 
out as soon as possible.  But, we will do it with a smile since charity is the 
focus of this event.”

PGA of America CEO Seth Waugh had indicated earlier that players on both 
sides had not been in favor of the proposal to cancel or postpone the event if 
fans were not allowed.

“It became clear that our medical experts and the public authorities in 
Wisconsin could not give us certainty that conducting an event responsibly 
with thousands of spectators in September would be possible. Given that 
uncertainty, we knew rescheduling was the right call. We are grateful to PGA 
TOUR Commissioner Jay Monahan and our partners at the TOUR for their 
fl exibility and generosity in the complex task of shift ing the global golf calendar.”

Th e USA Team Captain, Steve Stricker, a Wisconsin native and captain of the 
winning 2017 U.S Presidents Cup team, said that player sentiment 



17    Vol. 11 Issue 3                     WWW.CAROLINAGOLFJOURNAL.COM

undoubtedly played a role in the decision along with the obvious concerns for 
safety amid the ongoing coronavirus pandemic. Most potential participants 
said they had little interest in the competition were it to be contested with-
out fans in attendance.

“There’s been some pretty vocal players saying that it just wouldn’t be much 
fun, and I’m kind of in agreement that it wouldn’t be a lot of fun without 
fans,” said Stricker. “It would be more like an exhibition. And that’s not 
what that event is about. It was a tough decision. And I’m confident it was 
the right decision.”

Team Europe Captain Padraig Harrington indicated that playing without 
fans wasn’t something he wanted to consider.

“Nobody wants to see the Ryder Cup played without the fans being there,” 
he said to BBC Radio 5 Live in April. “There’s no doubt that it makes the 
tournament so much better. I think the common consensus now is the Ry-
der Cup will not be played unless the fans are there.”

Brooks Koepka, one of several PGA players expected to make the USA 
Team, echoed the sentiment to Golf Channel’s Gary Williams:

“I personally don’t want to play if there are no fans. I don’t see a point in 
playing it.  Representing your country is an honor and it’s something that’s 
so much fun. But at the same time, the fans make that event. That’s why we 
still get nervous on the first tee. You hear the chants. You hear everything 
that’s going on—the U-S-A- (chant), all that stuff. That’s what makes it fun.”

Now, the Ryder Cup will eventually resume, and potentially with its usual 
fanfare rather than the general sense of unease that would have surrounded 
a 2020 installment.

Now, the Ryder Cup will eventually resume, and potentially with its usual 
fanfare rather than the general sense of unease that would have surrounded 
a 2020 installment.

Ryder Cup Captains (L-R) Steve Stricker and Padraig Harrington

Patrick Reed,   
aka    

Captain America,  has 
played the past three 
Ryder Cups; he was the 
Raging Bull in 2016 as the 
U.S. won for the fi rst time 
since 2008. But even the 
red, white and blue Reed 
didn’t want to play a silent 
Ryder Cup.

“Th e Ryder Cup is not the 
Ryder Cup without the 
fans, having that banter back and forth. If you’re at home, having the crowd 
rooting you on is what it’s all about. Being on the road, where it’s a bit hostile, 
gets you going, too. To play without fans, or to play with 50 percent of the fans, 
it wouldn’t be the same. It wouldn’t feel the same.”

“Having it pushed back will make me even more motivated to make the team, 
more motivated to go out and play good golf,” added Reed.  “And when we do 
get back to representing our country, we’ll be ready to go out and get that Cup 
back.”

Brooks Koepka teeing off in the 2018 Ryder Cup in France

“Captain America” 
forecasts Ryder Cup future
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Rocky River Golf Club

Great place to host your 
corporate or group event!

Can accommodate 20-144 players
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7 0 4 - 4 5 5 - 1 2 0 0
r o c k y r i v e r g o l f . c o m

2020 NC OPEN at IRISH CREEK GOLF CLUB
Holding steady shooting a pair of 66’s in the 36-hole 

56th Mobipaid NC Open, PGA Professional, 
Kelly Mitchum of Pinehurst Resort added to his     

Carolinas PGA championships, winning the event at Irish Creek Golf Club 
in June. 

Totaling 11 birdies and only 1 bogey for the event, this seasoned profes-
sional played hard and came out on top finishing at 10-under par. Having 
had many wins over the years with the CPGA including being a 2-time 
Carolinas Open Champion and a 7-time Bob Boyd Player of the Year, this 
is Mitchum’s first NC Open win.

With a bogey-free 65 final round, tying low round of the tournament, 
amateur Peter Fountain of Raleigh, NC, earned a second place finish with 
an 8-under par total.   Fountain finished two shots ahead of three other 
players coming in T3. Steve Scott (The Outpost Club), Cory Schneider (The 
Pointe GC), and Blake Talylor (Atkinson, NC) all carded a 36-total 
of 6-under-par. Scott and Taylor both shot two consistent rounds of 68 
during both rounds.

Propelling himself up the leaderboard 13 spots is Matt Vick of Pinehurst 

No. 7 who carded 7 birdies leading him to his second round of 66 and a 
championship total of 5-under-par. Tied with Vick is amateur Walker Cress 
(Concord, NC) who also shot his way up the leaderboard a few spots, with 
some help from local knowledge, with a second round total of 67. 

Joining Vick and Cress in the T6 position is PGA Professional Aaron Black 
(Springfield GC) and amateur Ethan Hall (Morehead City, NC).
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GOLFERS SHOULDN’T LOOK AT TARGET - study says
Jeff  Richmond - Consistent Golf

I want to share something I was reading that may make a big diff erence to your 
ball striking, and something new to try.  Th is relates to accuracy with your 
long shots.

Most golfers when 
they aim at their target 
either do so by just 
aiming up by looking 
at their target, or get 
an intermediary target 
and use that to help 
aim at a target a long 
ways away.

Th ere’s arguments 
about which is better, 
but a new study was 
conducted that found 
that neither of these ways was the best.

A study was done to get golfers of all diff erent abilities aiming the following three ways:
  •  Looking only at a distant target.
  •  Looking only at an intermediary target.
  •  Th en the traditional method of looking at both the distant and intermediate 
target.

Th is study found that the group of golfers tested hit the ball more accurately 
when they only lined up with an intermediary target and DID NOT look at the 
fi nal target.  Interesting results - aren’t they?

Th e thing with stud-
ies like this is that 
you can’t say that 
everyone is going 
to get better results. 
But this is some-
thing you can and 
should experiment 
with.

To do that, fi nd an 
intermediate target 
on the ground about 
two feet in front of 
your ball that is on a direct line to your target. Th en setup to your ball by using 
the target two feet in front of your ball and then swing. Don’t look at your fi nal 
target.
 
Th is might be hard to do at fi rst so try it on the driving range fi rst, and then go 
and play a few quiet nine holes to see how it goes.  Who knows, it could be a big 
breakthrough for you. Give it a try.

that neither of these ways was the best.

you can’t say that 

with.

your ball that is on a direct line to your target. Th en setup to your ball by using 

Are rangefinders worth the investment?
Picking a target to shoot at on the golf course is one thing, however 

another factor even more important when approaching a 
green becomes - what’s the yardage?  

All level of golfers are going to laser and GPS rangefinders to answer that ques-
tion.  They are a costly item, but they furnish the players with two very import-
ant results - more accuracy with better distance control, and even serves as an 

investment to improving the pace of play.  

Most laser rangefinders accurately measure dis-
tances to at least 400 yards, and because it is not 
necessary to find marked sprinkler heads to pace 
off yardages, lasers can help speed up play.

While lasers are exceptionally accurate at deter-
mining the distance to a target, they require a line-
of-sight, so if a player is in the trees or has a blind 
shot, they might be out of luck in obtaining an ex-
act yardage without walking and a little guessing. 

Those types of situations are where GPS devices shine because they display 
critical information even when a player can’t see the flag or a hazard. Many of 
the handheld units also show a map of the hole.

Golf devices that use the global positioning 
system fall into two categories: wearables and 
handheld units. Wearables include watches 
and small devices that clip to a belt or hat, 
and hand-held units that often resemble 
smartphones, complete with color displays 
that are easy to read in sunlight.

The simplest GPS devices 
can display the yardage to the front, middle and back of a 
green, and many devices can show things such as the dis-
tance to a bunker and the yardage required to clear it.

Getting a reliable number within a few feet of the hole is 
critical for PGA Tour players and elite golfers, but for the 
vast majority – people who just want to break 100 or 90 – a 
GPS device could be a smart solution. 

For golfers who lack the consistency and accuracy, knowing 
they need to hit a shot 130 yards to clear a greenside bunker 
might be more helpful than seeing that the flag is exactly 
143 yards away.
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Have a better game with these 3 keys to a 
pre-round warm-up
By Tyler Pringle

A solid pre-round warm up can often be the small difference 
between a good round and a great round. By warming 
up your muscles and your swing, it gives you a chance 
to gain some confidence before your round and find out 
right away what kind of swing you have going into the 

day. Follow our 3 easy steps to create your own pre-round routine to help 
you shoot lower 
scores more con-
sistently.  

Start your warm-
up off with the 
club you’ll use 
the most in 
your upcoming 
round- your 
putter. Rolling a 
few putts before 
you head to the 
range will give 
you a sense for 
how the greens 
are rolling and 

help you build some confidence seeing the ball go in the hole. Start from 
about 20-30 feet to get your swing nice and free, and finish with a few 
tough 4 footers. Always end on a good putt that goes into the hole.

After you finish putting, hit a few chips, pitches, and flops around the 
pitching green. Pay attention to how the ball reacts from certain lies, how 
the ball is biting on the green, and how far it’s rolling out after landing. 
Most of your scoring will take place around the greens, so make sure to 
focus on that area of your game to start your warm-up.

Pressed for time? You’re better off rolling a few putts and making some 
practice swings on the tee box than heading to the range without rolling a 
few on the green. Your putter will always save you several more strokes a 
round than your driver will.

On the range, don’t just jump into a full swing right off the bat. Hit a few 

half shots, a few 3/4 shots 
and get some good rotation 
in your hips and shoulders. 
Get a good feel of where the 
club is at in your swing and 
control it throughout the 
strike. No need to open it up 
fully yet.

Once you are warmed a bit, 
after 10 or so balls, go ahead 
and start making some full 
swings starting with your pitching wedge. Move to a couple mid iron shots, 
followed by your long irons, hybrids, metal woods, and finally your driver. 
Pay particular attention to the flight pattern, either fading or hooking. You 
don’t have time for corrections, just understand how you’re hitting the ball 
and get ready to run with it once you get out on the course.

After you feel good and loose and you like the way you’re hitting the ball, 
make sure you finish your warm-up with whatever club you’ll be hitting off 
the first tee. 

Visualize yourself on the first tee box hitting the shot you want and 
producing the result you’re looking for. As soon as you hit a good 
one, stop. You’re done. Take that positive feeling with you to the first 
tee and 
simply 
replicate what 
you’ve already 
done in your 
warmup 
routine.

you shoot lower 
scores more con-
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HARRY L. JONES, SR. GOLF COURSE
Utilizing public land for com-

munity recreation 
was the corner stone 

for the development of the Harry L. Jones 
Golf Course, formerly known as Renais-

sance Park, back in 1987.  Derived from land, once reserved for a landfill, 
the course 
conve-
niently 
located in 
Southwest 
Charlotte, is 
filled with 
nature, 
flora, and 
challenging 
golf holes. 

The Jones 
Course 
layout 
features 
a wide 
variety 

of holes, and can stretch some 7,360 yards from the longest tees, but is 
comfortable from the three other “play forward tees” going down to 6,760, 
6,115 and 5,315 respectively.

Several holes have elevated tees or greens, and the back nine in particular, 
features elevation changes that can add to the challenge as it winds through 
trees and streams.  The par-3 200-yard 13th hole is a perfect example of 
elevation changes, with your tee shot dropping 200-feet down to a receptive 
well-conditioned green.

The expansive bent grass greens are always in top condition, and according 
to general manager Chris Stoddard, have been receiving excellent reviews 
from his golf clientele.

“Golfers that have played here for years claimed the greens are the best they 
have seen at this time of year (July) in quite some time.  The grass is a bit 
thicker than in the past, which will affect the speed of the putt, but they 
have been called ‘very true’ by many.” 

One of the biggest reasons for the improvements at the Jones course has 
been the professional operational skills of Ratcliffe Golf Services (RGS).  
The management company for the four  Mecklenburg County owned 
courses, Del Ratcliffe is formulating plans for major changes at the Jones 
course.  Those plans were ready to begin earlier this year, but put on hold 
by the County due to the Covid-19 situation. 

Affordable memberships are also available for all four courses, Charles 
Sifford, Charles T. Myers, Sunset Hills and Paradise Valley (par-3).  

For more information call 704-357-3373, or charlottepublicgolf.com.  

conve-
niently 
located in 
Southwest 
Charlotte, is 
filled with 
nature, 
flora, and 
challenging 
golf holes. 

The Jones 
Course 
layout 
features 
a wide 
variety 

Utilizing

Par-3 13th hole  w ith  200 f t  drop 
f rom tee  box to  g reen
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Senior Amateur Tour – Charlotte Area  7 04-844-8264    senioramateurgol f tour.net/char lot te

7/21/20  Mooresville GC     704-663-2539   10:00 AM Straight tee $75
8/3/20   Senior Open @ The Peninsula CC    704-896-7060   10:00 AM Shotgun  $225
8/4/20   Senior Open @ Northstone CC    704-948-4286   9:00AM Straight Tree $0  
 8/19/20  Warrior GC      704-856-0871   10:00 AM Shotgun  $80
8/26/20  Ballantyne CC     704-544-1404   7:30 AM Straight Tee $95
8/31/20  Cabarrus CC      704-786-8154   9:00 AM Straight Tee $85
9/16/20  River Hills CC ~ Lake Wylie, SC   803-831-2249   10:00 AM Shotgun  $80 
9/30/20  Pine Island CC     704-394-1011   10:00 AM Shotgun  $85

2020  LOCAL AMATEUR /  PRO TOUR SCHEDULE

golfweek amateur tour – Charlotte Area   704-844-8264  amateurgo l f tour.ne t /char lo t te
Saturday, July 18th   Lancaster Golf Club - Lancaster, SC    803-416-4500  $85 
Saturday, August 1st   River Hills CC - Lake Wylie, SC     803-831-2249  $95 
Monday, August 10   River Run CC - Davidson, NC     704-896-7355  $110
Saturday, Aug. 15   Warrior Golf Club - China Grove, NC    704-856-0871     $90 
Sat. Sept. 12 / Sun., Sept. 13  Local finals 2-day event          $225
     The Club at Irish Creek - Kannapolis, NC  9/12   704-933-4336
     Northstone Club - Huntersville. NC   9/13   704-948-4286

National Junior Golf Association    7 0 4 - 8 2 4 - 6 5 4 8   n a t i o n a l j u n i o r g o l f a s s o c i a t i o n . o r g
October 10-11   Tennesee Junior Classic Three Ridge Golf Course    Knoxville, TN  $75+
October 31  Halloween Junior  Statesville Country Club    Statesville, NC  $72+
November 15  Mint Hill Junior  Olde Sycamore Golf Club    Charlotte, NC  $82+
December 12-13 Glen Dornoch Junior  Glen Dornoch      Little River, SC  $195                       
December 19  Holiday Junior Classic  Tanglewood Golf Club - Champion   Clemmons, SC  $80+

Carolina Mountain Pro Golf Tour   8 6 4 - 2 7 0 - 6 8 5 7   m o u n t a i n g o l f t o u r. c o m

Tuesday, July 14th    Furman University Golf Club -- Greenville, SC 
Tuesday, July 28th     Columbia Country Club -- Columbia, SC 
Tuesday, August 4th    Carolina Country Club -- Spartanburg, SC 
  
Tuesday, August 11th    Green Valley Country Club -- Greenville, SC 
   
Monday,  August 24th   Greenwood Country Club -- Greenwood, SC 
Monday,  August 31st    Woodfin Ridge Golf Club -- Inman, SC 
Tuesday, September 15th    Village Greens Golf Club -- Gramling, SC 
Monday, September 21st   Olde Sycamore Plantation -- Charlotte, NC
Tuesday, September 29th   Rock Barn (Jackson) -- Conover, NC 
Monday,  October 5th   Monroe Country Club -- Monroe, NC 
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SEA PINES LIGHTHOUSE INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT
September 17-21

Harbor Town Golf Club ~ Hilton Head, SC

Golfers from all around America will converge on   
Hilton Head this September for the 2nd Annu-
al two-person Sea Pines Lighthouse Invitation-

al tournament.
 
The four-day tournament, set for September 17-20th, offers the ultimate golf-
ing experience with play on all three of its championship courses:  Heron Point 
by Pete Dye, Atlantic Dunes by Davis Love III and Harbour Town Golf Links, 
home of the RBC Heritage Presented by Boeing and the No. 1 golf course in 
the South Carolina Golf Ratings Panel’s 2019 ranking of “Top Golf Courses You 
Can Play” in the state.

An opening night reception and dinner in the Heritage Room at the Harbour 
Town Clubhouse will kick-off the event, and Harbour Town Golf Links will also 
be the site of a tournament putting contest at the putting green recently used by 
the PGA pros during the RBC Heritage in June.

In addition to exclusive privileges and amenities at all golf facilities at the Sea 
Pines Resort, contestants will enjoy daily breakfast and box lunches during the 
event, but also receive a tee gift package valued at more than $500 and vacation 
prizes presented at the closing awards ceremony to resort destinations.

Entry fee for the Invitational is $1,299 per golfer, $1,849 for single golfer and 
non-golfing partner and $2,598 for two golfers.  The entry fee does not include 
accommodations.

Tournament participants are required to stay in the Sea Pines Resort, but 
receive a preferred discounted rate at the Inn & Club at Harbour Town or 
villas in Harbour Town.

For additional information, contact Leisure Golf Dales Manager Klinton 
Talmadge at ktalmadge@seapines.com or by calling 843-842-1864.
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