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Presidents Message
Well folks.... We are living in
interesting times. It is looking like
we are going to have a lost month
here in April. Unless things change
dramatically, we have no place to
meet this month, given that the
Ocean Springs library is closed to
everyone.
Whatever our individual opinions
are on how this crisis is being
handled, the consequences are we
must remain at home. I hope you
are all in good health and remain
so. We have no plains on how
to proceed with out meeting in
person. I propose that we look for
individual means to progress our
desires to continue our learning.
Lots of us will look to the Internet
to do that. Perhaps you might reach
out to fellow club members and get
one on one time using the various
technologies at your disposal.
Whatever you choose, I think it will
help you along your journey in some
fractional way.

Email: mgcgms@bellsouth.net

April Workshop:
All club events, classes, and meetings
are on hold until the COVID-19 pandemic is under control. Currently the Ocean
Springs Library is closed through the
end of April. The Library has tentatively
given us a reschedule date of May 2nd
for the Mini Show. We are watching and
waiting to see what happens in April. It
will probably be pushed again. We will
reschedule the mini show and club picnic as soon as it is safe to do so.
Thank You,

Happy Easter!

Until next month, when I think we
will come roaring back...
Be safe and happy,

Patrick Barrett
MGCGMS President

http://www.mgcgms.org

PO Box 857 Ocean Spring, MS 39566

Happy

April

Birthday
Jane Cook Malory Mckissack Tom
Simmons Mike Matson Jamie M:Willie

DIAMONDS
April’s Birthstone
By: John Wright, RPG

rough

Diamond in the

Birthstone: April
Family: Native Carbon (?), “ C ” Note:
Graphite is the same with a different
type bonding.
Crystal System: Isometric (octahedral

or cubic form)
Birefringence: 0.044 (Highest for colorless
minerals)
Refractive Indices: n2.417 – n2.42
Density: 3.62 g/cm3
Hardness: 10
Cleavage: Easy – parallel to octahedral faces.
Color: Usually pale yellow or colorless, but can be
brown, blue, green, orange, red, and black
April’s birthstone is the diamond and its name
comes from the Greek “adamas” meaning
“invincible” alluding to its exceptional hardness
and resistance to abrasion. Diamond is the “King
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of Gems” and sets the standard by which all
gemstones are rated. It symbolizes purity,
strength, and longevity, is the token of
everlasting love, the undisputed worldwide
gemstone preference for engagements, and
the symbol of the 75th wedding anniversary.

being heated to over two thousand degrees
and then very quickly submerged in liquid
nitrogen. It could very well be true, but
I just don’t believe that I want to try that
method of testing one and I certainly don’t
encourage anyone else to try it.

Diamond, composed of carbon, is the
hardest natural substance in the world. It is
the only “10” on the MOHs’ scale (Mineral
Order of Hardness scale) and depending
on the methods of measurement used, is
anywhere from 10 to 150 times harder than
corundum which is the only mineral with a
hardness of rating of 9 on the MOHs’ scale.

Diamond are also highly resistant to the
corrosiveness of acids and alkalines. This
coupled with their hardness and thermal
conductivity give them the chemical and
physical properties required for superior
cutting ability that is required by our
modern day industry.
It may surprise you to learn that the
majority of the worlds production of
natural diamonds, about 75 – 80 % are
used for industrial purposes. Only about
15% end up being used for jewelry. The
other 5 – 10 % are used in research,
for displays, the medical profession for
precision surgical blades and drill bits
(dental mostly), and by craftsmen for
cutting diamonds and other gem stones.
I guess that waste would also fall in this
category.

Scientist believe that diamonds may be up to
3 billion years old having formed more than
300 miles (200 km) below the surface in the
bowls of the earth under extreme (probably
more appropriately - unimaginable) heat
and pressure. Here the diamond crystals
remain until some unique geologic event or
set of circumstances occur, which allows
the special host-matrix, usually kimberlite
and less often lamproite, containing
these very desirable little gemstones, find
passageways to the surface normally in the
form of volcanic pipes. This is where (with
a lot of luck) we get our greedy little hands
on diamonds and the work/fun begins.

Diamonds were first mined in India. Today
they are mined on every continent except
Europe. They have been found in all but
six of the states in the U.S. Mississippi
is one of the six. Maybe we should start
panning the Mississippi river since it drains
such a large area of the country. Currently,
the most productive mines are found in
Australia, Canada, Russia, Angola, South
Africa, and Brazil

Another unique property of diamonds is
its extremely high thermal conductivity,
higher than any other known mineral.
It is four times greater than copper, its
closest competitor. I understand they have
survived intact with absolutely no damage
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Pearls:

3. Color - consider overtones of gold or rose
on white pearls
By Aurora King
4. Shape - round is most desirable
Unlike minerals which are inorganic in nature, 5. Size - price increases exponentially as size
pearls are considered organic because it is a re- increases; most popular earring size range
sult of a life process. An aquatic parasite enters from 6-8 mm
6. Length - the longer the length, the more
a mollusk and causes irritation. In response
expensive; most popular necklace length is 18
to reduce the irritation, the mollusk secretes
inches (Princess length)
a layer of substance called nacre, which en7. Pearls are soft (3 on Mohs scale) and porous
velops the irritant. This is the beginning of a
- earrings and necklaces are less exposed to
natural pearl.
damage compared to rings and bracelets
Source: An Essay in the History of Cultured Pearls. Americanpearl.com

Natural pearls are rare and very expensive
and only afforded by the nobility. However,
in 1916, Mikimoto of Japan, pioneered the
cultured pearl industry using akoya oysters.
Cultured pearls have the same properties as
natural pearl. The only difference is human intervention rather than leaving pearl production
to chance. By carefully implanting an irritant
on selectively bred oysters, pearls of exceptional luster and color clarity can be produced.
It takes about 6-18 months for cultured pearls
to develop from the time of nucleation to the
time of harvest.

BENCH TIPS

SPOT SANDING BRUSH
Sometimes you have a little discoloration or debris
to clean from the bottom of a pocket, from an area of
coarse textured surface, or from a small space between
two soldered objects. Finding something to get into
those close areas is always an effort in creativity.
One tool I have for these special occasions is a glass
fiber spot sanding brush. It's great for cleaning a small
area and doesn't leave deep scratches, only a faint satin
finish.

Criteria for Judging Pearls:
1.The thickness of nacre determines quality. It
produces an inner glow, a satiny sheen or luster called orient.
2.Surface - clean and without blemish

There are probably several manufacturers of these pens,
but one is the PrepPen Adjustable Sanding Pen selling
for US$ 10.95 from Amazon. You can see it at
http://www.amazon.com/Prep-Pen-PrepPenAdjustable-Sanding/dp/B000J18RT6/
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For more Bench Tips go to: http://benchmagazine.com/benchtips

Easter Traditions, a bit of history:
The celebration of Easter is an international event, but few cultures refer to the holiday by its famous name. Early Christians
called Christ's resurrection "Pesach," the
Hebrew word for Passover. Today, most
languages use a variation of that name:
"Pesach" in French, "Pascua" in Spanish,
"Pasqua" in Italian, "Pashkë" in Albanian,
and "Pask" in Swedish.

Later, as Christian missionaries observed
community members hunting for eggs in
spring, they began using the food as a tool
to describe Christ's new birth in resurrection. "They would dye the eggs based on
what colors meant to the church: yellow
for resurrection, blue for love, red for the
blood of Christ. Or, they would paint various scenes from the Bible on eggs and hide
them; the child who found the egg would
come back and tell the story painted on
that egg

The Easter Bunny
Like many Easter traditions, the Easter
bunny evolved out of ancient fertility and
spring celebrations. Rabbits breed like,
well, rabbits, and give birth in the spring.
So, in places where the fields became overrun with baby bunnies, it was natural to incorporate the rabbit as a symbol for spring
and, eventually, Easter.

Easter Basket
Like the tradition of the Easter bunny, the
tradition of the Easter basket likely began
in Germany. Once children began to think
the "Easter Hare" would leave goodies,
they started creating small nests of leaves
and branches in their gardens where the
bunny could place them. Another interpretation says that the Easter basket tradition began much earlier with farmers
in Middle Eastern cultures. They would
reportedly bring seedlings in a basket to
be blessed, in hopes of having a bountiful
harvest.

The Easter Egg
According to an old German story retold
by Pamela Kennedy in her book, An Easter
Celebration: Traditions and Customs from
Around the World, a poor woman who
loved children would hide brightly colored
eggs in her garden as Easter treats. One
year, while the children searched for them,
they noticed a hare hopping past and believed that the animal had left the eggs

Source Goodhousekeeping
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We always welcome
new members!
Date________

Misssissippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral Society

http://www.mgcgms.org
Application for Membership
Individual: $16.00
Individual +1 relative Same Address: $20.00
Junior Under 18: $6.00
Name: ________________________________________________________
Cell: ______________________________
Name: ________________________________________________________
Cell: ______________________________
Address: ______________________________________________________
Home Phone. ______________________
City: __________________________________________________________
State: ______________________________
Email 1: ______________________________________________________
Zip: ________________________________
Email 2: ______________________________________________________
Members Birthdays
Adult: ______________________________________
Birthday M/D: ________________________________________
Adult: ______________________________________
Birthday M/D: ________________________________________
Junior: _____________________________________
Birthday M/D/Y: ______________________________________
Junior: _____________________________________
Birthday M/D/Y: ______________________________________
Please Check All Applicable Interests
Beading
Cabbing
Jewelry Making
Chain Mail
PMC
Lapidary
Field Trips
Faceting
Minerals
Fossils
Wire Wrapping
Silver Smithing
Others:______________________________________________

-

How did you hear of us?____________________________________________________________________________
Please check the following:
I understand that my picture or likeness may be used in Society promotions.
I authorize MGCGMS to include my contact information be included in Society listings for members to
contact each other only.
Signature:_________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society Inc.
P.O. Box 857 Ocean Springs MS 39566
mgcgms@bellsouth.net
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2020 Workshop/Meeting
Dates

Snoopy Gems
is the Official Publication of
The Mississippi Gulf Coast Gem and Mineral
Society, Inc.

January 11 OS Library 9:30-3:45
February 8 OS Library 9:30-3:45
March 14 OS Library 9:30-3:45
April 4 Club Picnic Seashore
Methodist Pavilion 11:00-4:00
April 11 OS Library Mini Show 9:30-3:00
May 8 OS Library 9:30-3:45
June 13 OS Library 9:30-3:45
July 11 OS Library 9:30-3:45
August 8 OS Library 9:30-3:45
September 12 OS Library 9:30-3:45
October 10 OS Library 9:30-3:45
November 12 After Vendor Dinner 5ish
December 12 Christmas Party OS
Library 11:00am-3:30pm

AFFILIATIONS
The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, Inc.
The American Federation of Mineralogical
Societies, Inc.
S.C.R.I.B.E. (Special Congress Representing
Involved Bulletin Editors)
OFFICERS 2020
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Editor/Web master
Parliamentarian
Member at Large
Member at Large

Patrick Barrett
Natalie Webb
Barbi Beatty
Cheryl Rodriguez
Barbi Beatty
John Guglik
Harvey Marcum
Claire Martin

Dates subject to change.
Be sure to check each month!
The November meeting is the Thursday
evening of the gem show after the dinner
for the dealers at the Jackson County
Fairgrounds Civic Center Building.
December will be our
Christmas Party and Installation of
Officers

COMMITTEES
Membership
Historian
Librarian
Sunshine
Show Chair

Barbi Beatty
Lettie White
Liz Platt
Reba Shotts
Barbi Beatty

AFFILIATIONS
ALAA
SFMS
SFMS
SFMS

John Wright: Director
John Wright: Past President
Barbi Beatty: Treasurer
& Insurance Liaison
Buddy Shotts: Past Long-range
Planning, Past President, State
Director

Annual dues are:
$16 Individual
$20 (2) Members in same house hold
$6 Junior
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