ADoRE Co-founder still active at 95

Several Alton regulars were delighted to meet up with Fr Brian Coogan at the Southampton Celebrate Conference in
September 2019, where he was thoroughly enjoying the talks and worship. Fr Brian now lives in Shanklin, Isle of Wight, where
he is still active as a Priest, having been ordained 72 years ago.

It was in November 1974 that Fr Brian, a Mill Hill Father in Basingstoke, started a prayer group in the home of Ron and
Margaret Nicholls every Thursday evening, with some sisters and lay people. They went to a charismatic conference at
Hopwood Hal, then organised a day of renewal in Basingstoke in St Joseph’s Parish, and two more in Southampton parishes
with Fr Leo Target.

Bob Balkam, a pioneer of renewal from the USA, encouraged the formation of a Core Team and advised them to find a
permanent home for the Day of Renewal. Another founder member, Sister Paddy, felt that the Lord was directing them to use
Alton Convent. Father Coogan and Ron Nicholls asked the Superior of Alton Convent to allow them to hold the Day of renewal
there, and the first Alton Day of Renewal took place in January 1975.

Many people in the early days came up from Southampton, until they decided to hold their own meetings - the Southampton
Conferences held at La Sainte Union College. This continued until 1994 when Charles and Sue Whitehead started the
Celebrate Family Conference at llfracombe. Then from 2008, Celebrate weekends have been held around the country. ADoRE
can therefore be seen as the “grandfather” of Celebrate - so Fr Brian must be the great grandfather! Deo Gratias!

Read more of the history of Catholic Charismatic Renewal in Southern England HERE




