
July 18, 2020 
 
Dear Calvary Family,  
 
Many of you have asked how the new masking ordinance will effect our church 
services/activities. Thank you for your patience in allowing us to respond as we were 
away at youth camp until early evening on Friday, July 17th. At this time, we want to 
give you some information to help clarify how Calvary will operate in light of this new 
mandate.  
 
A little background: On June 16, 2020, Governor Parsons declared that Missouri was no 
longer under a statewide health order. All statewide restrictions were lifted, though local 
officials would still have the authority to put further rules, regulations, or ordinances in 
place. That is what has happened. The Springfield City Council has put into effect a 
masking ordinance for those who live and operate within the city limits of Springfield. 
Calvary Christian AG is not within the city limits, therefore,we are not subject to this new 
mandate. We are considered to be in Greene County and at this time, Greene County is 
following what the state has recommended.  An excerpt from the Missouri state SHOW 
ME STRONG RECOVERY ORDER is below:  

 
While Missouri will fully reopen on June 16, Governor Parson emphasized the importance of continuing 
social distancing and practicing proper hygiene to prevent the spread of COVID-19.  

“We must remember that COVID-19 is not gone,” Governor Parson said. “It is still extremely important 
for everyone to continue social distancing. Be proactive. Avoid large, congested crowds, and if you can’t 
social distance, take extra precautions to protect yourself and those around you.”  

“We all know how to do this now, and it is up to us to take responsibility for our own actions,” Governor 
Parson continued. 

General Guidelines for Missourians 

● Citizens who feel sick should stay home! 
● Continue to practice good hygiene, including: 

○ Washing hands with soap and water, or using hand sanitizer, especially after touching 
frequently used items or surfaces; 

○ Avoiding touching your face; 
○ Sneezing or coughing into a tissue, or the inside of your elbow; and 
○ Disinfecting frequently used items and surfaces as much as possible. 

● Avoid socializing in groups that do not readily allow for appropriate physical distancing. When in 
public (parks, outdoor recreation spaces, shopping malls, etc.), individuals should maximize 
physical distance from others. 

 



May I attend an in-person service at my place of worship? 

Yes. Common practices that may occur with worship services, such as hand shaking and shared 
communion cups, should be avoided. Places of worship are also encouraged to continue use of 
alternative means of services through streaming services and other opportunities. 

Can I attend an event at a large venue or stadium, or go to a movie theater? 

Yes. This also includes activities and events such as amusement parks and attractions, concerts, 
drive-ins, funerals, museums, school graduations and weddings. 

Can my local health authority impose requirements to address COVID-19 in my 

community? 

Yes. There is currently no state-wide public health order in place. Local health authorities retain their 
statutory and regulatory authority to establish public health orders as needed for businesses or individuals 
within their jurisdiction to address positive cases.  

The only exception to this authority is the Order from the Director of the Department of Health and Senior 
Services dated March 24, 2020, removing the authority of a local health authority from closing or 
restricting the operations of a business which is a part of the food supply, whether that be agricultural 
production, manufacturing, distribution, or sale of food. This limited waiver does not limit the authority of a 
local health authority from closing or restricting the operations of a retail food establishment. In addition, 
the Director of the Department of Health and Senior Services may issue further orders as deemed 
necessary.

 

Based on the guidance outlined in the MO SHOW ME RECOVERY ORDER and just 
plain common sense, we will continue to do our part to reduce the risk of transmission, 
but we will NOT require you to wear a mask in order to attend services.  

We continue to ask that you assist us with using responsible practices and doing your 
part to implement appropriate precautions such as: 

● attempting to social distance (spread out in the sanctuary, although we are not 
“roping off” rows)  

● staying home if you are ill or do not feel well 
● limiting person to person transmission by not hugging/handshaking  
● bringing your tithes/offering to the front instead of passing hand to hand 
● washing your hands frequently and using hand sanitizer (provided in all areas) 
● socializing outside in the open air rather than inside the sanctuary, foyer or 

hallways. 

We will be opening up our children’s church services/nursery areas on July 19, 2020 
and returning to our normal Wednesday night schedule on July 22, 2020.  For now, due 
to a lack of volunteers in the nursery area, we may not have it staffed each week, but 



the area will be open for use if it is needed. If you would like to help volunteer, please 
contact Caryn McDonnell at 870-489-6812. We will also be sanitizing between services 
to help further reduce the risk so please do not arrive more than 20 minutes prior to 
service so that this can be done. 

If you feel uncomfortable in any way, we understand that you may choose to not attend. 
We will continue to do our best to serve you by live streaming and recording our 
services for you to participate in. The church office is open Monday-Friday from 9-4PM 
if you need anything.  Please do not hesitate to reach out.  There is also an option to 
give online and/or you are welcome to bring your offering/tithe to the church in person 
during the week or even send through the mail.  

We realize that this is a difficult time for everyone and emotions are high. Church-we 
are better together!!! Let’s not let the enemy divide us during this time when we need 
each other and Jesus more than ever.  Take heart and show mercy and grace to those 
around you.  Let’s do our part to love well, take care of ourselves and others and stay 
focused on God and His Word! If God be for us, who can be against?  

 
We love you and are praying for you! 

Pastor Floyd and Caryn McDonnell  

CCAG Staff and Board 

 

 

 

 

 


