FEBRUARY 2026 (0nor)

President: Rachel Taylor

. NEBRASKA CZECHS OF LINCOLN, INC.
Vice President: Evie Kantor
Secretary: Sinda Dux E
Treasurer: Linda Taborek

Festival Chairs: Deb Vocasek

and Connie Jean Hulinsky MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Board Members
Diane Vesely-Robb (12/31/2026) FRIDAY, February 13
Deb Vocasek (12/31/2027) Reservations due by Wednesday, February 11, to Diane Vesely-
Susan Nagle (12/31/2028) Robb 402.560.4847 dveselyrobb@yahoo.com
2026 Delegates to Nebraska Czechs, Menu: Fried Chicken and Baked Chicken, mashed potatoes,
::; Vocasek chicken gravy, green beans, rolls and butter
Mila Saskova-Pierce If you make a reservation but don’t attend, we will bill you since
Linda Taborek (alternate)
we are charged for your meal.
WEBSITE Please let us know if you have special dietary needs when you
lincolnczechs.org make your reservations.
FACEBOOK
https://lwww.facebook.com/LNKCzechs/ LOCATION: HyVee 2nd Floor P arty Room
NEWSLETTER 1601 N 84 St, Lincoln, NE 68505
Contact duxs2001@yahoo.com . . .
402.800.0686 SOCIAL TIIME: 5:30 p.m.— 6:00 p.m.

WELCOME & DINNER: 6:00 p.m.-6: 30 p.m. (Cost $15.00)
2026 MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Friday, February 13

Friday, March 13 PROGRAM (NAPROGRAMOVAT)

i:gzz ‘:;;;"810 Robitschek Scholar Tomas Karasek (and maybe several others)
MEETING LOCATION will tell of his early schooling, learning about the scholarship,
:‘;\éeseoi?af‘::::fg: stz-ner steps in obtaining the scholarships and experiences at UNL.
EVENTS H 1 1 H

v Tussday: Conversation Club Firm Deadline for newsletter articles is the
(Zoom)

Last Tuesday: Reading Circle (Zoom) 20th Of each month .

33:1:{17.1:3% Two Important items for Members:

Month at a Glance

1. Pay Dues by Jan. 31 or lose
MEMBERSHIP MEETING membership.
FEBRUARY 13 2. March Member Meeting will
CZECH CONVERSATION CLUB include Bylaws Revision
FEBRUARY 17 votes. Members will receive
READING CIRCLE the proposed revisions in an
email before the March
meeting.

FEBRUARY 24




Lincolnczechs.org

Check our website for
dates, lists of Board
members and commit-
tees, news, newsletters,
and our Bylaws. Robin

McClanahan does a fine
job of keeping our
website up-to-date.

EDITOR’S NOTE - Dobry den. I'm Sinda Dux, the newsletter editor. CORRECTION from the January
issue: In the paragraph about the Czech Ambassador’s reception at the Governor’s Mansion,
“Nebraska Czechs, Inc.” should have been the Czech Language Foundation; that organization gave
gifts to the Ambassador and provided kolaché.

, i
o T re—— PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Prezidentovo
Poselstvi)
Let us know if you are aware of someone who
is celebrating something very special or is in As we move into February, I’m reminded of
need of our support. how deeply history, culture, and resilience
Susan Nagle 402.440.2835 are woven into our shared Czech heritage.
susan.nagle317@gmail.com Our club exists to honor that legacy—by

studying the language, celebrating Czech
art, traditional foods, and keeping our history alive. February holds several powerful moments
in Czech history that reflect both challenge and perseverance of our ancestors. On February 14,
1945, Prague was tragically bombed during World War ll—an event that left scars on the city but
did not break its spirit. Just a few years later, in February 1948, Czechoslovakia faced the
Communist coup, marking a turning point that profoundly shaped the lives of Czech families at
home and abroad. Many of our own ancestors carried their culture, values, and traditions with
them through times of uncertainty, ensuring that Czech identity endured no matter the
circumstances.

As we reflect on these moments, let us also celebrate the joy and richness of Czech culture—
whether through music, language, storytelling, or shared meals. February is often the season of
Masopust, a time of celebration before Lent, reminding us that Czech history is not only about
hardship but also about community, humor, and joy. Thank you for being part of this club and
for helping keep our Czech heritage alive, active, and proudly shared here in Nebraska.

Stastny novy rok vam i vasim rodinam! Rachel



Czech-American

Reading Circle
February 24, 2026

AUTHOR & CIRCLE LEADER

Hillel J. Kieval (2022)

Via ZOOM

Blood Inscriptions

MEETING INFORMATION

RN Join Zoom: 6:15 p.m. Presentation: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. CST (in English)
Blood Insmptmm You do not need to read the book to attend.

Scwmr, Moderniry, mod Rl Monder o Cuntacts fDr ZUU“] Li"k.
Fimgse™s Finide Sascche  [illbel ). Rieval " ' . . . —
: lois@loisrood.com; msaskova-piercei@unl.edu or layne.pierce@yahoo.com

SUMMARY: Blood Inscriptions (1022)

Although the Enlightenment had seemed to bring an end to the widely held belief that Jews murdered Christian children for ritual purposes,
charges of the so-called blood libel were surprisingly widespread in central and eastern Europe on either side of the furn to the twentieth centu-
ry. Well over one hundred accusations were made against Jews in this period, and prosecutors and government officials in Germany, Austria-
Hungary, and Russia broke with long established precedent to bring six of these cases forward in sensational public trials. In Blood Inscrip-
tions Hillel J. Kieval examines four cases—the prosecutions that took place at Tiszaeszlar in Hungary (1882-83), Xanten in Germany (1891-92),
Polna in Austrian Bohemia (1899-1900), and Konitz, then Germany, now in Peland {1900-1902)—to consider the means by which discredited
beliefs came to seem once again plausible.

Kieval explores how educated elites took up the accusations of Jewish ritual murder and considers the roles played by government bureaucra-
cies, the journalistic establishment, forensic medicine, and advanced legal practices in structuring the investigations and trials. The prosecutors,
judges, forensic scientists, criminologists, and academic scholars of Judaism and other expert witnesses all worked hard to establish their epis-
temological authority as rationalists, Kieval contends. Far from being a throwback to the Middle Ages, these ritual murder trials were in all re-
spects a product of post-Enlightenment politics and culture. Harnessed fo and disciplined by the rhetoric of modemity, they were able to proceed
precisely because they were framed by the idioms of scienfific discourse and rationality.

Source: PennPress.org

AUTHOR & CIRCLE LEADER: Hillel J. Kieval

Hillel J. Kieval is the Gloria M. Goldstein Professor Emeritus of Jewish History and Thought at Washington University in 5t. Louis. Over the
course of his career, has held visiting appointments at Charles University in Prague. the Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales in Par-
is, the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Universidad Hebraica in Mexico City, Vilnius University in Lithuania, and the Center for Advanced
Judaic Studies at the University of Pennsylvania.

Hillel Kieval's research interests focus on Jewish culture and society in Central and East-Central Europe in the nineteenth and twentieth centu-
ries. His books include Blood Inscriptions: Science, Modemity, and Ritual Murder at Europe's Fin de Siécle (2022); Prague and Beyond: Jews in
the Bohemian Lands {Co-editor, 2022); Languages of Community: The Jewish Experience in the Czech Lands (2000); and The Making of Czech
Jewry: National Conflict and Jewish Society in Bohemia, 1870-1918 (1988).

In May 2022 Prof. Kieval was awarded the Silver Medal of the Faculty of Arts, from Charles University of Prague. In May 2024 he received the
Moses Mendelssohn Award from the Leo Baeck Institute, New York.
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275 NEBRASKA CZECH license plates sold through early December. - -

A plate cycle is every six years. If the total number of registered vehicles that have Czech plates is
less than 500 per year within any prior consecutive two-year period DMV shall cease theirissuance.
The cycle that we are in started in 2023. So the next new plate cycle will begin in 2029.
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The January Members Meeting involved many pictures of children enjoying themselves and that made everyone
feel warm and friendly. The program was given by Susan Senft about the annual Czech Culture Day Camp in Wilber where
children learn of Czech culture, music, language, and art.
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Interested in joining Czech on-line conversation?

The Czech Conversation Club is a group of heritage speakers and present or former students of the
Czech language. We meet on the third Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM Central Time on ZOOM and talk
about a chosen theme prepared by one of Conversation Club members. We prepare vocabulary ahead of
time and share it with the group before the meeting. If interested, please, let me know at msaskova-
pierceT@unl.edu.

*x*xx* Every month on the Third Tuesday, 07:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)*******

February 13-tnor: Marie - Ceska architektura — Czech architecture

Here's some information from the various Czech groups | am involved in. Debra Polacek

TJ Sokol Wilber, Wilber, NE, will hold the 4th annual Czech Cultural Day Camp July 7-10, 2026.
Registration opens March 20th. Follow the facebook page TJ Sokol - Wilber Czech Cultural Day
Camp. Campers must be 6 to 13 years old. Because of reading activities, younger children must
have completed kindergarten grade and be six years old.

The Czech Culture and Education Foundation of Nebraska will host the brass band, Babouci, from
Southern Bohemia in several venues in Nebraska: TJ Sokol, Wilber, NE, on April 17 from 7:00 - 10:00
p.m. Donation at the door. Food will be available.

Babouci will also be at the Clarkson Opera House, Clarkson, NE, on April 18 from 7:00 - 10:00 p.m.
Donation at the door. Food available.

Omaha Czech-Slovak Culture Club Festival, Beardmore Event Center, Bellevue, NE, on April 19 from
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Donation at the door. Food available.



The Czech Culture and Education Foundations is sponsoring a bus tour to the National Polka Festival,
Ennis, Texas. The trip is 5 days and 4 nights from May 21 - 25. For more information email Steve
Steager at ccefnebraska@gmail.com or call 402-740-37309.

Important News -- UNL will host the 26" Annual Czech and
Slovak Studies Workshop in 2026. Among the sponsors is the
Czech Language Foundation. Activities will include a visit to Wilber,
screening of the documentary “The Art of Dissent,” discussions,
and a keynote speaker who will explore Jewish-Czech Relations.
More details will be forthcoming.
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Czech Athletes in the 2026 Olympics in Milan/Cortina Italy February 6-22: 91 total including 48
men, 43 women in 8 sports: Men’s ice hockey, women’s ice hockey, figure skating, curling,
snowboarding, biathlon, skiing, speed skating.

The men’s hockey team last won Gold in 1998 in Nagano Japan. The hockey team has 11 players
from the American professional National Hockey League.


mailto:ccefnebraska@gmail.com

