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Jury affirms
Watson’s claims

of self-defense

(1 Not guilty
on all charges

By John Eden
STAFF WRITER

Defense attorney
Tracy Brown was happy
with the decision of the
jury to acquit his client,
Earl Watson Jr., of all
charges in the murder
trial that ended last
week after four difficult
days of testimony.

“We knew the physical
evidence did not fit the
state’s accusations as
presented by the prose-
cution’s case. We are
very pleased that the
jury felt the same way,”
Brown said this week.

“It’s been a three-and-
a-half-year ordeal for
the Watsons, and we'’re
very happy to see them
get back to a new nor-
mal,” he added.

Brown’s animated
closing presentation il-
lustrating the running
position of Gary Floyd’s
body when Watson shot
him was one of several
dramatic moments in
the trial.

Watson was indicted
in December 2018 on

eight counts for the July
30, 2018, murder of his
neighbor, Gary L. Floyd,
in the Little Creek Road
neighborhood in south-
eastern Wayne County.

In his testimony, Wat-
son said that he feared
for his life and that he
shot Floyd in self-de-
fense. He said he was
afraid on account of his
knowledge of Floyd’s
pattern of threatening
behavior and the fact
that Floyd “charged” at
him.

Watson’s contention
was backed up by the
testimony of several
forensics experts, who
said that the bullet tra-
jectories could be ex-
plained only by such a
running position.

In testimony for the

prosecution, Floyd’s
widow, Beth, said that
Floyd was standing

calmly on the edge of
the road when Watson
shot him six times with
a 9mm handgun and
that Floyd then fell for-
ward facedown at the
edge of the road.
Another dramatic mo-
ment in the testimony
came in the final hours
of the trial at the end of
testimony from private
forensics expert Jay
Jarvis. When special
prosecutor Diane
McLeod asked Jarvis
whether he was being
paid for his defense tes-
timony, he replied, “No,
and since you brought it
up, I came because I be-
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lieve Mr. Watson has
been wrongly accused of
murder.”

Jarvis went on to say
that he believed, as an
expert, that the state’s
autopsy was flawed and
that the testimony that
Floyd had been shot in
the back while lying on
the road was a mistake.

Jarvis then became
animated and passion-
ate, saying, “This man’s
life has been ruined,
and they covered it up!”

He was cautioned by
Judge Stephen Kelley to
restrain himself.

His testimony, to-
gether with that from
physician Kevin Keown
and forensics expert
James Downs, all cor-
roborated the defense
claim that Floyd was at
a high level of metham-
phetamine intoxication
and running aggres-
sively toward Watson
when he was struck by
the six bullets from
Watson’s gun.

In his testimony,
Keown said that, in his
medical practice, he was
familiar with the behav-
ior of drug users, and he
said  that  Floyd’s
methamphetamine level
of 1.3 milligrams/liter
was a “serious level of
toxification.”

He said that typically,
unprovoked violence re-
sults from such meth
levels and that a person
at that high a level of in-
toxication might have
no restraints or inhibi-

tions.

Downs, who has ex-
tensive experience as a
forensic scientist and
clinical pathologist, re-
ported that Floyd’s
methamphetamine level
was in the “toxic to
lethal range” and would
result in “excited delir-
ium oftentimes per-
ceived as threatening.”

“In my opinion, he was
in a lunging, running
position, moving for-
ward,” Downs said of
the moment when Floyd
was shot.

Ballistics experts tes-
tified that, based on test
firing of the type of
weapon used, the six
shots Watson fired at
Floyd were probably
fired in less than two
seconds.

The experts’ testi-
mony also concurred
with Watson’s con-
tention that Floyd had
fallen at his feet after
being shot, and that
somehow had moved or
been moved to the edge
of the road, where it lay
when deputies arrived.

The jury deliberated
just over three hours
following the judge’s
charge on Wednesday
and had delivered the
verdict of not guilty on
all counts by about 4:30
p.m.

Watson filed a motion
for immunity in June of
2019 based on his con-
tention of self-defense,
but the motion was de-
nied.



