
 

 
                

  

 

 

CRUZ’N NEWS – December 2023 

  

 

EDITOR’S MESSAGE 
  

 

WVSR President 

Russ Strohmeyer 

 

 
 

Contact Russ 
stroscars@wvi.com 

 
Christmas is a time when the spirit of generosity and selflessness 
shines brightly. Individuals are inspired to give back to the 
community and help those less fortunate. 
 
Amidst the hustle and bustle of holiday preparations the 
emphasis on generosity is a good reminder that Christmas isn’t 
just about receiving, but also about giving and making a positive 
impact on the lives of others.   
 
The amazing thing about this club is our members are generous 
throughout the year, volunteering their time, funds, knowledge, 
and resources, then they go over and above during the holiday 
and give a little bit more. Whether its helping out the neighbor, 
providing a gift for Family Building Blocks or Toys for Joy, 
volunteering somewhere, or just hosting the family get together 
you are giving back and contributing in your own way and that’s 
not a small thing and it does not go unnoticed.  
 

 
Merry Christmas everyone! 
 

2023 Newsletter Editor 
 

Garry Pullen 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Next General Member Meeting December 5th 

Pietro’s Pizza/ 1637 Hawthorne Av. NE, Salem 
Dinner & Socializing 5 – 7pm Meeting starts at 7 

Guests and Prospective Members Welcome     

Next Officer Meeting December 26th 
Garibaldi’s Restaurant 1151 Lancaster Dr. NE Salem 

Dinner at 5:30pm Meeting starts at 6  

Members Welcome 

  



 
 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 
4 Nikki Oman   
5 Jim Walz 
6 Butch Ramsdell   
7  Troy Skinner Glen Bond 
8 Kelly Smothers   
11 Russ Strohmeyer   
13 Joanna Montgomery   
16 Rhonda Taylor   
17 Lissy Day   
19  Terry Fristad  
21  Renny Otjen   
23 Dee Kesselring  Paul Pfnister 
25 Matt Reed  
26 Sharon Palmer  
29 Cynthia Barthuly  
29 Dee Farrier Dale Moreau 

 

 

Scheduled to bring cookies to the general club meeting are: 
 Russ Strohmeyer, Cindy Smith, Matthew Reed, & Jay Miller 
 

 
 

Ann Sowerby sends cards to members feeling less than 100% for one reason or another. 

 
Several months ago, we notified the club about a former club member and president, Tom 
Harris, who passed away on July 3, 2023. Tom’s wife Jane passed away on October 19, 2023 of 
Brain Cancer. Jane had started going through radiation treatments recently, but the cancer got 
the best of her. Jane was 69 years old. RIP, Jane.  

  
 

It’s that time of year when we begin collecting 

membership dues which should be in by January 1st. 

A late fee of $5 is assessed after the February 

general club meeting for existing members. Please 

see Jim Walz at a club meeting or renew online at 

www.wvsr.org  

(processing fee applies for online payment). 
 

http://www.wvsr.org/


 
 
Jim & Carolyn Walz, Larry Gemma, and Glen Rader. 
  
 
 
 

        Meet A Sponsor – Cora Slowikowski State Farm Ins.     
 

 

Cora has been a State Farm agent for over 34 years. Late member 

Robert Kundelius talked her into being a sponsor nearly two decades 

ago and is the agent for a few of our current members. Her “classic” is 

a 93 BMW convertible that she is the 2nd owner and has a tradition of 

taking it out on Mother’s and Father’s Day to take flowers to her 

parents’ grave site. The grandkids enjoy going for a ride with the top 

down too. Cora also has family and friends who own classics, meaning 

she isn’t a stranger to them.     

 

 

Some good tips Cor provided are to ask for a classic rating with a stated value, take lots of photos and send new 

ones when you do updates. Also be sure your insurance carrier has the value up to date as the market changes. No 

appraisal is needed under $25k but if your value is over Cora can recommend a classic car appraiser she uses. State 

Farm has some of the lowest rates for classic cars and it costs nothing to call and compare the cost and coverage. 
   

For questions or to compare rates  call Cora’s office at 503-375-3733 

 

 

  

 

Provide hope this holiday season 

 

Please consider bringing a gift to the 
November or December general club 
meeting to partner with family 
building blocks in supporting children 
and families in our community. If you 
can’t make a meeting but want to help 
please reach out to Vicki Champ or 
make a donation through one of the 
links on our website at www.wvsr.org. 

 

 

It was a clear cold day in 

November for the Albany swap 

meet yet WVSR members were out 
in force. Not just searching for 

parts but selling them too. Besides 

these 4 there were at least another 

dozen or so who were also out for 

this annual event. One repair 

manual made its way to my house 
along with getting some steps in. 

All in all it seemed like everyone 

had a pretty good day. 

 

Submitted by: Garry Pullen 

 
                                                                                       

 

http://www.wvsr.org/


FAMILY GIFT IDEAS        
 
GREATEST NEEDS – $30 WALMART GIFT CARD 
Rather than individual gifts, parents would like help providing for their greatest needs this year. 
  
CHILDREN GIFT IDEAS 
 
TOYS FOR CHILDREN AGES 0-5:  Teething Toys/Wrist Rattles, Shape Sorter, Soft Blocks, Legos (Mega or Duplo), 
Play Kitchen Food or Dishes, Pull Toys, Toy Truck/Car, Baby Dolls (all ethnicities), Play Tool Set, Musical Instruments, 
etc.  *please no toys that require the use of batteries 
  
BOOKS (English or Spanish Bilingual):  Children’s wishes are to receive a board book this holiday season.  FBB 
children’s board books will be on display at the Salem Book Bin in downtown Salem beginning November 1.     
  
COATS & PAJAMAS: Keeping babies and toddlers warm for the winter – wishes are for new winter coats/hats gloves 
and pajamas sizes newborn-6T.   

We'll be delivering our toys and clothes to Family Building Blocks 
Wednesday, December 6, leaving Big Lots parking lot at 10:45am to fill a 
few hot rods full of toys, and drive to the other end of the parking lot and 
deliver our gifts to them... After that we'll go to lunch together as a group. 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 Santa cruise in 
 

 

 

 

 

It was a gray and stormy morning with brief breaks in the 

downpour but that didn’t seem to stop anyone from coming to 

the Cruise in and fireman’s breakfast.  The pancakes, eggs, & 

ham helped draw in 147 vehicles who registered, 44 from 

WVSR who took club participation! Those that came out for 

the cruise and fireman’s breakfast placed 825 bikes and toys 

around the vintage firetruck and donated $3,400 to toys for 

joy. Ed & Gloria blair took best decorated, Casey Boehmer 1st 

place truck with nick hoosier taking 2nd. Bill & Suzie Watson 

grabbed 1st place in the car category while steve massie took 

home a 3rd. Thanks to all who came out braving the weather, 

your participation and support is greatly appreciated. 

 

 

 



   

 

     

 

     

 

          

 

                          



     

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Contact an Officer:  
 
General questions sent to wvsrhq@gmail.com will be answered or distributed to an officer who can answer your 
question. 
 
President – Russ Strohmeyer 503-930-8976 stroscars@wvi.com 
Vice President – Tim Brazofsky 971-645-0194 tim.brazofsky@gmail.com  
Member At Large – Mel Myers 503-881-8885   
Membership – Jim Walz  503-769-7953 jpcswalz@wvi.com  
Treasurer – Ron Sowerby  503-881-8318 rsowerby@wvi.com 
Communications – Vicki Champ 503-910-5952 vchamp@comcast.net  
Newsletter – Garry Pullen  503-507-5333 garryp222@gmail.com 
Secretary – Michele Coffey  541-990-8256 tiggermichele@gmail.com 
Website/FB- Wendi McNitt  503-949-5032 wendimcnitt@aol.com 
Cruises /Social Events 
Dave Cartwright    503-881-1922 davesnerri56chevy@centurylink.com 
Wendi McNitt    503-949-5032 wendimcnitt@aol.com 
     
Editors Notes: 
 
The goal is to have the newsletter out the Sunday evening prior to the club membership meeting. Please submit any 
articles or photos to wvsrhq@gmail.com by the Friday prior to that Sunday distribution. Editor reserves the right to edit 
submissions as needed for length, fit, and content.  
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Tangent and Albany Auto and Diesel 
Services 

  

 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    



 
 

 
 

 

 

LAWRENCES AUTO PARTS INC. 
 

 

 

 

 
                

                                                                                            
 


