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 Our Lady of the Airways Parish   

 
The Ascension of the Lord, 2020  

 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
“Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?” 
 
Today the universal Church celebrates The Ascension of the Lord. Many Catholics know 
the Ascension as part of the Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary. We profess it as one of the 
articles of the Creed: “He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.” Our 
Lord’s Ascension is also part of the Paschal Mystery - one of the central concepts of our 
Faith. As the Compendium of the Church notes: “The Paschal Mystery of Jesus, which comprises 
his passion, death, resurrection, and glorification, stands at the center of the Christian faith because 
God's saving plan was accomplished once for all by the redemptive death of his Son Jesus Christ." 
Given that the event contains many layers of importance, what does the Ascension mean 
and how does it impact our lives? 
 
The Resurrection and Ascension were two distinct historical events. Jesus’ Resurrection 
took place three days after His death on Calvary; the Ascension, forty days after the 
Resurrection. The biblical significance of the number “forty” is important, since it is 
associated with purification, preparation and transition. These themes are fully on displayed 
in many stories found in both the Old and New Testament: Noah and the great flood that 
lasted forty days and nights; the Israelites wandering in the desert for forty years before 
reaching the Promised Land; and Jesus being tempted in the desert for forty days and forty 
nights prior to the start of His public ministry. 
 
The days that passed between the Lord’s Resurrection and Ascension were by no means 
uneventful. In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, Luke writes: “After His 
suffering, He presented Himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during 
forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.”  Our Lord used this period to prepare His 
disciples for His departure, confirm great sacramental mysteries, reveal great truths, and 
correct any misconceptions and misunderstandings that they might have had concerning 
the nature of His kingdom.  
 
Luke continues by saying, “When He had said this, as they were watching, He was lifted up, and 
a cloud took Him out of their sight.” Ancient biblical writers associated the cloud with a 
theophany, or what theologians define as “an appearance of God.” In the exodus account, 
for example, God travelled with his people in the form of a “pillar of cloud by day and a pillar 
of fire by night.” The cloud of God’s Presence also descended upon Mt. Sinai and in the holy 
tabernacle. By associating the cloud with Christ, Luke wanted to emphasize Our Lord’s 
divinity, or divine nature. Thus, as Jesus enters the invisible realm where God dwells, He 
once again returns to the loving embrace of the Father, who had sent Him into the world. 
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The Ascension does not mean that Jesus has temporarily left us. Our Lord neither 
abandoned us nor left us as orphans. Otherwise, the disciples would not have returned to 
Jerusalem with “great joy” immediately after witnessing Jesus’ Ascension. “For the disciples, 
the ‘ascension’ was not the temporary absence of Christ from the world. It meant rather his new, 
definitive, and irrevocable presence by participation in God’s royal power…God has a place for 
man!...In God there is a place for us!” (Benedict XVI) The disciples’ joy was due to the fact that 
the Crucified-Risen One was alive and that because of Him, the gates of eternal life, had 
now been opened for all humanity. Because of Christ, we can find room in God forever. We 
can enter into a greater intimacy with God in a new and unheard-of way. Our Father is not 
some distant, indifferent god; rather, He is a loving, merciful and providential God, who is 
very much concerned about us.  
 
The Ascension also means that Jesus is close to each one of us forever. When we pray to 
the Lord, we can have the confidence that our prayers will rise like incense and reach the 
Father, and that they will be heard and answered by Him. Jesus points to us our destiny 
and gives us hope. We too can “ascend into heaven” if we go to the Lord and allow Him to 
guide us in our every day journey. “He is like a roped guide climbing a mountain guided by him, 
we are certain to be in safe hands, in the hands of our Saviour, of our Advocate” (Pope Francis). And, 
as our Advocate, we should never be afraid to ask Jesus for pardon, forgiveness or mercy, 
since He intercedes for us forever. 
 
Although we cannot see Him, Jesus continues to remain invisibly present in our lives. Let 
us always strive to be in profound communion with Christ, who promised His disciples 
before ascending into heaven: “And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”  
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Thomas Lim   


