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Plants and Music
As farmers and gardeners know, plant growth is affected by many different

factors. Genes, light, temperature and humidity can all influence the size of a plant.
What about music, though? Some scientists, both amateur and professional have
been reporting for decades that music can help plants grow better. However, other
scientists (  26  ) these reports. After all, plants have neither ears nor brains, so how
can they be affected by music? One explanation that has been suggested is that the
chemicals in plants respond physically to the different sound waves that we hear as
music.

Around 20 years ago, French scientist and musician Joel Sternheimer argued
that he had found a method of influencing the chemicals in plants by playing certain
musical notes. Sternheimer claimed he could use this method to control both the
size and the (  27  ) of tomatoes. Sternheimer said that when he played the notes to
tomatoes, they grew two and a half times bigger than they normally did and that
they became sweeter. Sternheimer also claimed to have helped tomatoes resist
disease by using different notes, which changed the balance of the chemicals in the
plants.

Recently, a team of South Korean scientists led by Mi-Jeong Jeong has done
research that seems to support Sternheimer’s claims. (  28  ) them, certain genes in
plants are affected by certain notes. The team carried out an experiment in which
they played different pieces of classical music while looking at the activity of genes.
They found that two genes became more active when certain notes were played.
Based on this, Jeong believes that it may be possible in the future to (  29  ) the
growth of plants. Some scientists have questioned the results of the experiment. If
these results are true, though, this would be good news. Using sounds rather than
chemicals to help plants grow would be not only cheaper but also much less harmful
to the environment.

26. a. doubt b. include c. need d. publish
27. a. color b. taste c. shape d. number
28. a. According to b. Thanks to c. In spite of d. Except for
29. a. improve b. match c. record d. measure
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