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English Classes
Some criticize English classes where

children play games and sing a song. However,
teaching English to children cannot be the
same as teaching adults. First of all,
vocabulary size of a child is quite limited
comparing to the adults. Then attention spans
are short. For such learners, activities can be
used so that they can acquire English with fun. As the child doesn’t need an
extensive English vocabulary, activities work well even with beginners.  For
example, drawing pictures can get students excited and interested in a variety
of lessons.

Last week, I taught words of careers and colors. Then, I asked the
students to draw pictures of a profession they wanted to be. While they were
drawing, I asked them, “What do you want to be?” and “What color is this?” in
English, and after all the students were done, we enjoyed the presentation by
showing the pictures and saying professions in English. With younger
students, we can do the same activity with fruits or animals.

I also use pattern practice with chants, songs and jingles. They can
easily copy teachers and remember the words. The important way to make
them cognitively usable is just letting the students use the vocabulary and
phrases in the real world to deliver their own messages.

Actually, I learned this from a mistake. I believed that the students all
learned everyday greetings, such as “How are you?” “I’m fine, thank you. And
you?” after practicing every morning for two years. When a new ALT, Chris,
asked them, “How are you doing?” they could not say even a word. This showed
that the students could not use the phrases in the different situation, or with
other variations if only learned with pattern practicing exercises. I learned a
lot from that lesson and started to give them as many chances as possible, so
they could speak with their own words.

1. Can a Japanese teacher teach English conversation?
2. Do you think Japanese students are learning English conversation?
3. Why do you think after 6 years of learning English, most Japanese

students cannot speak English?
4. What are 4 suggestions you have for the Japanese teacher to make classes

better?
5. What are 4 suggestions to better use the ALT in the classroom?
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