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Cell Phone Use Among
Friends?

How Rude?

Here’s the situation. You’re sitting at the
table listening to the conversation when your
cell phone buzzes. There is something VERY IMPORTANT that wants your
attention.

Maybe your phone buzzed for an email, text message, Facebook post or
tweet. You don’t know unless you check your phone.

You may be feeling a strong case of #FOMO: Fear Of Missing Out. You
may think that a quick check of your phone isn’t rude. Your companions
probably disagree.

A recent study of cell phone use by Pew Research Center found that
most US adults think checking your phone is rude in social situations.

The study found that only 5 percent of Americans felt that checking your
cell phone during a meeting is acceptable. However, 10 percent approve of
checking your cell phone during a romantic dinner.

The study said, “Americans think that when people focus on their
phones and not their companions, it hurts the group in which they are
participating.

People can be offended when they feel ignored. They also don’t like
others who talk too loudly or share private information with their friends when
using their phones.

Using your phone can have both a social and antisocial effect. You are
being rude when you are using your phone to make plans with others and plan
social events. You may be antisocial when you use your phone in front of other
people.

Most people do not know they are being antisocial when they are using
their phone around others. According to the study, “antisocial behavior itself is
rarely a primary motivator.” At the same time, those around the cell phone
user may still think that other person’s phone use is anti-social, even if that
was not the explicit intention of the user.

About 10 percent of US adults view using cell phones in public as
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acceptable when using public transit, especially when driving and
walking down the street. Most US adults disapprove of cell phone use at the
dinner    table, in movie theaters, meetings and places of worship. Most people
use cell phones in social situations even though they are told it is rude: 89
percent    surveyed said they had used their cell phones during a recent social
event.  People might use their cell phones in social situations because they
want to stay in contact with others: 86 percent of people surveyed said that
someone else used a phone at the most recent social event they attended.

The study found that 50 percent of all adults, not just cell owners, say
that when people use their cell phones at social gatherings, it occasionally
hurts the mood and atmosphere of the gathering.

Do you use your cell phone when you are around others?

Did you use your cell phone at your last social event? Were other people using
their phones too? Have people ever been rude to you when they used their cell
phones?

1. What do you think when you are eating or drinking with your friends, and
they check their cell phone?

2. Have you ever checked your phone when you were out with friends or
family?
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