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Ludwig Van Beethoven

Ludwig van Beethoven was a German composer and pianist. He lived from
December 16, 1770 - March 26, 1827. He is one of the most famous musicians of all
time.

Beethoven was born in Bonn, Germany. He moved to Vienna, Austria in his
early twenties and settled there. He studied with Joseph Haydn and became a great
pianist. His hearing gradually got worse beginning in his twenties, but he continued
to compose masterpieces, conduct and perform even after he was completely deaf

Beethoven’s parents were Johann van Beethoven and Marie Magdalena
Keyerich. Beethoven’s father was a chef. Together they had 7 children. Out of all the
children, only three survived infancy.

Beethoven’s first music teacher was his father who was a tenor. He was a
harsh instructor. Later, he asked his friend, Tobias Pfeiffer to teach his son music.
Sometimes, Beethoven’s father and Tobias would pull Beethoven out of bed to
practice until morning. Beethoven’s talent was recognized at an early age and by
1778 he was studying the organ and viola in addition to the piano. His most
important teacher in Bonn was Christian Gottleb Neefe who was the organist. Neefe
helped Beethoven publish his first composition.

In 1787, the young Beethoven traveled to Vienna for the first time. He hoped
to study with Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. No one knows if he really met Mozart and
if he did no one knows if Mozart accepted his as a pupil. Beethoven’s mother was
getting really ill, so it forced him to return home after only about two weeks in
Vienna. Beethoven’s mother died in July 1787 when Beethoven was 16 years old.
His father was also very sick, so Beethoven had to raise his two younger brothers.

In 1792, Beethoven moved to Vienna, where he studied for a time with Joseph
Haydn. His hopes of studying with Mozart had been shattered by Mozart’s death the
previous year. Beethoven received additional instruction from Johann Georg
Albrechtsberger and Antonio Salieri. By 1793, Beethoven made a reputation in
Vienna as a pianist. This was his   career for the remainder of his life. Most
composers worked for the church, but he supported himself through concerts, giving
lessons and selling his works.
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1. Where is Beethoven from?
a. He is from America. b. He is from Germany.
c. He is from France. d. He is from Italy.

2. When was Beethoven born?
a. He was born in 1770. b. He was born in 1827.
c. He was born in 1778. d. He was born in 1787.

3. What instruments did Beethoven play?
a. He played the drums. b. He played the clarinet.
c. He played the trumpet. d. He played the organ, viola and piano.

4. Who did Beethoven hope to meet in Vienna?
a. He hoped to meet Joseph Haydn. b. He hoped to meet Amadeus Mozart.
c. He hoped to meet Tobias. d. He hoped to meet Johann Georg.

5. When did Beethoven’s mother pass away?
a. She passed away in July 1787. b. She passed away in June 1787.
c. She passed away in May 1787. d. She passed away in January 1888.

6. How many surviving siblings did Beethoven have?
a. All seven of his brothers and sisters lived. b. Three of his sisters and brothers lived.
c. None of his brothers and sisters lived. d. One of his brothers or sisters lived.

7. Did Beethoven go blind?
a. Yes, he went blind. b. No, he went deaf.

8. What was Beethoven’s father job?
a. Beethoven’s father was a mechanic. b. Beethoven’s father was a chef.
c. Beethoven’s father was a doctor. d. Beethoven’s father was a musician.

9. Who did Beethoven study with in Vienna?
a. He studied with Joseph Haydn. b. He studied with Mozart.
c. He studied with Jake. d. He studied with Janet.

10. How did Beethoven support himself?
a. He gave concerts, selling his work and giving lessons.
b. He cleaned houses and sold paintings.
c. He stole a lot of money.
d. He played for the queen.
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