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A Real - Life Jonah
Most of us know the story of Jonah and the whale, but how many know of

James Bartley and the whale? Bartley was an Englishman who was swallowed by a
whale, and he lived to tell about it. On August 25, 1891, the whaling ship Star of the
East came upon a huge school of whales. One of the ship’s small boats was lowered.
The sailors chased the whales. Then one man threw a harpoon and wounded one of
the beasts.

Sailors rowed closer to drag in the whale. Nearer they came to the creature.
Then the great whale turned. It raced forwards. It seized the boat in its great jaws.
Then it cracked it like an egg. Men screamed and fell into the water. One sailor,
James Bartley, fell right next to the whale. The angry beast turned and opened its
mouth. The jaws closed over Bartley. Then, without a sound, the whale dived below
the waves. The rest of the frightened men held to pieces of the little boat. Soon they
were picked up by a big ship. They were sure they had seen the last of poor
Bartley.

Later in the day a dead whale floated to the surface of the sea. The creature
was dragged to the whaling ship. There the men began to cut off its fat, or blubber.
The work took about two days. Then one man had a wild idea. Could this be the
whale that has swallowed Bartley? The men decided to find out. They cut deep into
the whale. Slowly they worked towards the whale’s stomach. Soon they saw the
outline of a man’s form. Quickly they opened up the stomach. There lay the missing
Bartley. At first, he seemed dead. His whole body had turned blue. The men took
him out of the whale and into the fresh air. After a while the blueness went away.
Then Bartley opened his eyes. Soon he was as good as new.

James Bartley told how he felt when the whale opened its mouth. “It was like
a big pink tent that came over me.” He also told how he felt when that great mouth
closed. He felt fish moving round him. Then he slid down into the whale’s stomach.
He felt very hot. (A whale’s body is greater than that of a human.)

He remembered two last things. One was the heat. The other was that he
could not move any part of his body. Then everything went black. At first, people did
not believe the story. Bartley and his friends said it was all true. They had to an-
swer many questions. At long last people believed them.
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