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Name _______________________________________________ Date ____________________________________________

Mary McLeod Bethune
Mary McLeod Bethune was born in Mayesville, South Carolina on

July 10, 1875. Her large  family lived in a cabin on a small cotton and rice
farm. Mary was a hard worker and helped her family in the fields picking
cotton.

For six years, Mary happily walked five miles along a dirt road to
school. She was enthusiastic about learning to read and write and would
share her new knowledge with her brothers and sisters at night. Thanks to
a scholarship from a dressmaker, Mary was able to continue her education.

After completing her studies, Mary decided to become a teacher. She
taught in schools in Georgia and South Carolina. Her dream was to open

her own school for girls where she could teach them useful things. Such a school was greatly need-
ed because at that time there were few schools for African Americans. She opened a school for Af-
rican American girls in Daytona, Florida which later    became Bethune - Cookman College.

Mary received many honors for spending her long life educating young people and helping
others.

Fill in the blank with the correct word.

1. Mary Bethune lived in a ___________________ on a small cotton farm.

2. Mary’s _______________ was to open her own school.

3. Mary _______________ a school in Daytona, Florida for African American girls.

4. Mary is from ___________________   ________________________.

5. Mary __________________ her family in the fields by picking cotton.

6. Mary ______________________________ to become a teacher.

7. Mary _____________________ in schools in Georgia and South Carolina.

8. Mary received many ___________________ for spending her life educating children.

9. Mary walked along a ________________ road to school.

10. Mary received a ____________________________ from a dressmaker to continue her education.

11. There were __________________ schools for African Americans.
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Mary McLeod Bethune - Answers

Mary McLeod Bethune was born in Mayesville, South Carolina on July 10, 1875. Her large
family lived in a cabin on a small cotton and rice farm. Mary was a hard worker and helped her family
in the fields picking cotton.

For six years, Mary happily walked five miles along a dirt road to school. She was enthusiastic
about learning to read and write and would share her new knowledge with her brothers and sisters at
night. Thanks to a scholarship from a dressmaker, Mary was able to continue her education.

After completing her studies, Mary decided to become a teacher. She taught in schools in
Georgia and South Carolina. Her dream was to open her own school for girls where she could teach
them useful things. Such a school was greatly needed because at that time there were few schools for
African Americans. She opened a school for African American girls in Daytona, Florida which later
became Bethune - Cookman College.

Mary received many honors for spending her long life educating young people and helping
others.

Fill in the blank with the correct word.

1. Mary Bethune lived in a cabin on a small cotton farm.

2. Mary’s dream was to open her own school.

3. Mary opened a school in Daytona, Florida for African American girls.

4. Mary is from South Carolina.

5. Mary helped her family in the fields by picking cotton.

6. Mary decided to become a teacher.

7. Mary taught in schools in Georgia and South Carolina.

8. Mary received many honors for spending her life educating children.

9. Mary walked along a dirt road to school.

10. Mary received a scholarship from a dressmaker to continue her education.

11. There were few schools for African Americans.
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