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George Washington Carver
George Washington Carver was born in 1864 on the Missouri

plantation of Moses Carver. From childhood George had a love of plants
and was determined to become a scientist.

After high school George Washington Carver worked and saved
money for the time when he could continue his education. To pay his way
through his first year of college, he opened a one-man laundry for his   fel-
low students. He paid for all of his college education by his own hard
work. When he was over twenty-five years old, he graduated from college
with degrees in agriculture.

Carver also showed talent in painting. In 1893 four of his paintings were shown at the
World’s Fair in Chicago.

Carver spent the rest of his life working and teaching at the Tuskegee Institute. He taught
southern farmers that by growing crops other than cotton they could improve their farm land.
Carver told them to plant peanuts and sweet potatoes. George Washington Carver went on to
discover 325 different uses for peanuts and 118 different products made from sweet potatoes.
Through scientific research and teaching, George Washington Carver helped many people.

Circle True or False below to answer the questions.
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1. George was born in Missouri. True False

2. George taught at Tuskegee Institute. True False

3. George liked to draw pictures. True False

4. George used to wash his classmate’s laundry. True False

5. George was a scientist. True False

6. George majored in agriculture in college. True False

7. George told farmers to plant cotton. True False

8. George discovered 235 ways to use peanuts. True False

9. George didn’t go to college. True False

10. George helped many people in his life. True False



www.bluehill-esl.com

1. When was George Washington Carver born?
a. He was born in Missouri. b. He was born in 1964.
c. He was born 1864. d. He was born in 1994.

2. Where is he from?
a. He was from Michigan. b. He was from Missouri.
c. He was from Massachusetts. d. He was from Minnesota.

3. What did he want to be when he grew up?
a. He wanted to be a scientist. b. He wanted to be a teacher.
c. He wanted to be a painter. d. He wanted to be a farmer.

4. How did he pay for his first year of college?
a. He opened a one man singing group. b. He opened a restaurant.
c. He opened a one man laundry. d. He opened a dancing school.

5. What was his major in college?
a. He majored in cotton. b. He majored in singing.
c. He majored in singing. d. He majored in agriculture.

6. Was he good at painting?
a. Yes, he was good at painting. b. No, he was not good at painting.

7. Where did he teach?
a. at the Tuskegee Institute. b. at the University of Missouri.
c. at the University of Massachusetts d at the University of Michigan

8. How many different ways did he discover to use peanuts?
a. He discovered 300 ways. b. He discovered 200 ways.
c. He discovered 400 ways. d. He discovered 325 ways.
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George Washington Carver

George Washington Carver was born in 1864 on the Missouri plantation of Moses Carver. From
childhood George had a love of plants and was determined to become a scientist.

After high school George Washington Carver worked and saved money for the time when he
could continue his education. To pay his way through his first year of college, he opened a one-man
laundry for his fellow students. He paid for all of his college education by his own hard work. When he
was over twenty-five years old, he graduated from college with degrees in agriculture.

Carver also showed talent in painting. In 1893 four of his paintings were shown at the World’s
Fair in Chicago.

Carver spent the rest of his life working and teaching at the Tuskegee Institute. He taught
southern farmers that by growing crops other than cotton they could improve their farm land. Carver
told them to plant peanuts and sweet potatoes. George Washington Carver went on to discover 325
different uses for peanuts and 118 different products made from sweet potatoes. Through scientific
research and teaching, George Washington Carver helped many people.

Circle True or False below to answer the questions.
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3. George liked to draw pictures. True False
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5. George was a scientist. True False

6. George majored in agriculture in college. True False

7. George told farmers to plant cotton. True False

8. George discovered 235 ways to use peanuts. True False

9. George didn’t go to college. True False

10. George helped many people in his life. True False
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