
1

Name _______________________________________________ Date ____________________________________________

Crazy about Art
Hokusai was a great Japanese artist. He had a strange life. He sold

thousands of pictures. Yet, he was almost always poor. At first people didn’t think
much of his pictures, so they didn’t pay him much. They didn’t take care of them.
Some people used them to wrap things.

Hokusai wanted people to notice him. He did odd things. Once he painted a
huge picture. He used a broom for a brush. He dipped it in a bucket of ink.

Another time he drew two flying birds, but this picture was tiny. It was
drawn on a grain of rice. Once Hokusai got a rooster to step in red ink. Next, the
rooster walked across some paper. Then Hokusai painted an autumn scene on the
paper. The rooster’s tracks became red leaves.

He did other strange things. He changed homes ninety times. He changed his
name fifty times. Hokusai drew and painted all his life. He was ninety when he
died. By then he was famous. People knew he was a great artist.

The Wave is a famous picture by Hokusai. It shows a stormy sea. There is one
huge wave. There are men in boats. The big wave towers over them. Maybe you’ve
seen copies of The Wave. The Japanese government used it on a postage stamp.
That showed their respect for Hokusai.

When Hokusai drew The Wave, he was almost seventy. In a few years he
changed his name once more. This was the last time. He took the name he liked best
- Gakyo Rojin. It means “the old man crazy about art.”

1. This story is about
a. a great artist no one ever noticed
b. a strange man who became a famous artist

2. Hokusai was not famous at first because
a. he was always doing strange things
b. no one thought his work was very good

3. If the rooster had stepped in green ink, Hokusai most likely would have painted
a. a spring scene
b. a winter scene

4. You can tell that Hokusai most likely did not like
a. living in the same house for more than a year
b. painting pictures before he was famous
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