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By Sandy . . . A life has ended, the life of a man with a unique talent, a successful career, and, at 41, the 
expectations of a brilliant future. The circumstances are heart-wrenching but not unfamiliar. 

Ed Piskor wrote what appears to be a suicide note on social media and was subsequently found dead on 
April 1, 2024. Nothing more is currently officially known about how he died. According to the New York 
Times, it was “. . . about an accusation of sexual misconduct that led a gallery in Pittsburgh to indefinitely 
postpone an exhibition of his work.” 
Ed, a gifted comics artist, was the creator of, among other notable works, the “Hip Hop Family Tree” and 
“X-Men: Grand Design” and was scheduled for a five-month exhibition of his work, announced by Pitts-
burgh Cultural Trust to open April 6 at 707 Penn Gallery, an art gallery in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. It was 
abruptly cancelled and announced to be postponed indefinitely after a woman made an accusation on so-
cial media that the artist had tried to “groom” her when she was 17. 

An accusation. Nothing suggests an official complaint to the police, only an accusation; a rant; and words 
from what are purported to be his texts to her posted on social media. 

That’s all it took. The Pittsburgh Cultural Trust rushed to cancel his upcoming exhibition at the eleventh 
hour before it was due to open. Ed could see the handwriting on the wall. The ongoing social media pile-
on of vitriol would have done nothing to give him any hope that he could receive a fair hearing on the sub-
ject. 

As media coverage points out, he wasn’t under arrest. He was not charged with a crime. It is quite possi-
bly doubtful if charges would have been filed even if an actual complaint had been made. 
But that didn’t matter. It didn’t even matter whether the accusation was true or not. Any attempt he made 
to explain would have been ridiculed as his making excuses, his trying to justify his behavior, his trying to 
cover up his guilt. 

Surely it was with this in mind that he wrote, “I’m helpless against a mob of this magnitude” and “Now 
it’s all gone. Art show evaporated . . . I have no friends in this life any longer. I’m a disappointment to 
everybody who liked me. I’m a pariah” and, as relayed through his agent Bob Mecoy, “. . . no matter what 
the circumstances were, what the truth of the situation was, his career was over, and what he had to offer 
would be objectionable no matter what he did . . .” 

He ended his last message with “Sayonara.” 

The next is total speculation and can easily be dismissed as coming from an over-imaginative writer’s 
brain. 

What if . . . her accusation had been that he tried to kill her–or he tried to burn down her house–or he tried 
to overthrow the government? Would the railing against him have been so one-sided? Or would there have 
been an equal or greater number asking that she show some evidence, advising her to file a complaint with 
law enforcement? Would the Pittsburg Cultural Trust have so quickly shut down the upcoming exhibition? 
Or would they have announced a belief in innocent until proven guilty and bravely allowed the exhibit to 
open as announced? 

But that wasn’t the case. The accusation was not for murder nor for arson nor for sedition; it was for sexu-
al misconduct. 

Back to reality: 

This accusation alone is enough to destroy careers and end lives, figuratively if not literally.(continue on2) 

https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/arts/ed-piskor-dies-comics-hip-hop-family-tree.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/04/09/arts/ed-piskor-dies-comics-hip-hop-family-tree.html?smid=nytcore-ios-share&referringSource=articleShare
https://triblive.com/local/munhall-comic-artist-ed-piskor-dies-following-shows-postponement-amid-controversy/#:~:text=The%20Pittsburgh%20Cultural%20Trust%20recently,25.
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Roy Price, abruptly re-
movedfrom his position as the 
head of Amazon Studios due to a 
an accusation that never led to 
charges, can attest to that. 

Cliff Hite, a senator in the Ohio 
legislature, resigned suddenly 
following a complaint from a 
woman that he engaged in 
“inappropriate behavior” with 
her. 

Actor Ed Westwick was fired 
from his role in Ordeal by Inno-
cence after allegations from sev-
eral women, allegations that 
were never charged due to lack 
of evidence. 

The revelation that one has a 
historic sexual offense convic-
tion is a death knell wherever it 
sounds. 

It kept Peter Yarrow, of Peter, 
Paul, and Mary fame, from con-
tinuing a political involvement 
career path—40 years after the 
misdemeanor sexual incident for 
which he served a few months in 
jail. 

It destroyed the aspirations of 
college athlete Luke Heimlich, a 
“shoo-in” for the MLB draft and 
a projected brilliant professional 
baseball career—until a newspa-
per found and “outed” his juve-
nile sexual offense. 

In a case very similar to Ed’s, it 
caused a Maine art gallery to 
remove works of art by Bruce 
Habowski after he was identi-
fied as having, at some previ-
ous point in time, been listed on 
Maine’s sex offender registry. 

Allegation of any of a dozen 
crimes will be met with, 
“Where’s your proof?” “What 
evidence do you have?” 

Allegation of any of dozens of 
sexual offenses or inappropriate 
behavior has immediate and 
long-lasting consequences, de-
stroying careers; ruining fu-
tures; even taking lives. 

We were all taught, “. . . words 
can never hurt you.” 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth.  

If sticks and stones can break your 
bones, what can words do? 

 

This is my report on the Easter Celebration that was held on March 30, 2024. There were 15 
people there in attendance. We raised about $1,000 and had more than enough to pay for the 

meals. Manny gave the inspirational devotion which was well received. Larry Neely updated 
us about what is taken place with the sex offender issues. 
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OMAHA, Neb. (AP) — Nebraska lawmakers passed a bill Thursday to restore the voting rights 
of those convicted of felonies upon the completion of their sentences, including prison and pa-
role time. 

The bill, introduced for years by Omaha state Sen. Justin Wayne, passed by a wide margin in the 
last year of Wayne’s second term. He is barred by term limits from running this year for a third 
term. 

Currently, a person who has been convicted of a felony must wait two years after completing all 
the terms of their conviction before regaining voting rights. Wayne’s measure eliminates that 
waiting period, established in 2005 by the Legislature. Prior to the waiting period, a person con-
victed of a felony lost their right to vote indefinitely. 

The passage of the bill “means everything for the thousands of people who have not been full 
participants in society,” said TJ King, a Nebraska-based outreach specialist with the advocacy 
group Black and Pink who was unable to vote in the 2022 general election after coming off pro-
bation for drug and theft convictions three months rlier. 

King said the bill’s passage is the final layer in his ability to be civically engaged and “have a 
full voice and complete connection to the community.” 

faced that appears to show the 
28-year-old in Russia and ex-
pressing support for the coun-
try’s war against Ukraine — 
footage that could be used to 
promote Moscow’s narrative 
of the conflict. 

His lawyer, John M. Cicilline, 
told The Boston Globe that he 
called Puello-Mota on Jan. 8, 
the day before he was ex-
pected to plead guilty. Ac-
cording to prosecutors, he 
boarded a flight from Wash-
ington, D.C., to Istanbul, Tur-
key, a day earlier. 

A U.S. Air Force veteran who 
fled a charge of possessing 
sexually explicit images of a 
child told his lawyer he joined 
Russia’s army, and video ap-
pears to show him signing 
documents in a military en-
listment office in Siberia. 

Wilmer Puello-Mota, a for-
mer elected official in Ho-
lyoke, Massachusetts, was 
expected to enter a guilty plea 
in Rhode Island in early Janu-
ary, but did not show up to 
court, according to prosecu-
tors. Last week, video sur-

 
MA: Former Mass. city councilor accused of having explicit 
images of a child apparently joined Russian army Source wbur.org 

“He said, ‘I joined the Rus-
sian army,’ or something like 
that,” Cicilline told the Globe. 
“I thought he was joking.” 

Cicilline said Puello-Mota 
wanted a career in politics 
and thought the criminal case 
had ruined his life. 

“I’m sure he joined the Rus-

sian army because he didn’t 

want to register as a sex of-

fender,” Cicilline said. 

NE: Nebraska lawmakers pass a bill to restore voting rights 
to newly released felons  Source AP news.com 



Hebrew 13:3 - Continue to 
remember those in prison as 
if you were together with 
them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you 
yourselves were suffering. 

We’re on the Web 

titushouseministries.org 

Titus House Ministries 

PO Box 2376 

Tijeras, NM  87059 

 

Phone: (505) 286-8807 

Alice’s Cell (505) 259-0867 

Don’s Cell: (505) 315-7940 

Email: donmagicjohnston@gmail.com 

Message from Don 

and how do I get a job.  

If you have family or friends or a 
sponsor who will house you until 
you find a place of your own is the 
best bet. You need to make that pa-
role plan. Perhaps there is a half-
way house that will take you in. I 
have a list of places around the 
States that are transitional housing 
places. If you want info on this let 
me know. I can only send out one 
State at a time.  

Now how do I get a job. My State 
here in New Mexico list everyone 
on the registry here their addresses 
and where they work on the inter-
net. I went to the registry and listed 
down every ones place of employ-
ment. I figure that if the would hire 
one person on the registry that they 
might hire another. 

There you have it. I hope this infor-
mation is of help to someone.  

By the way it is Alice’s 95th Birth-
day. Remember if you 

change your address 
you need to let us 
know if you want to 
continue to receive 
this newsletter 

Circle of Concern is aimed at breaking down isolation and fear by providing a 
safe place for registrants and their loved ones to get together, build communi-
ty, and learn ways to step out and take charge of their lives and overcome the 
stigma they face. The Circle of Concern is a group of concerned registered 
citizens, family and friends that meet together on the 3rd Sunday of each 
month. We are meeting this month on May 19, 2024 at 3 pm—4 p.m. MST 
(Mountain Standard Time). We will meet on Zoom. We encourage and try to 
help each other. It is a safe place to share our strengths and struggles. We hope 
you will join us. If you are planning to attend call Don at (505) 315-7940.. He 
will send you the link to join by computer or phone. You can contact him at 
the number above or email him at donmagicjohnston@gmail.com  

has gone  ZOOM 

I hope everyone had a great 
Easter. I believe the Easter 
Celebration was a great time 
and considering what Covid 
did to the country we had an 
okay attendance. I hope we 
can do this again.  

Life up here in the mountains 
has been interesting to say the 
lest. I saw a bear roaming our 
back yard! We had deer visit 
us yesterday. We are only 15 
miles from Albuquerque and 
we get to experience this stuff.  

Well Mother’s Day is coming, 
if your mother is still alive call 
her or visit her. I am sure she 
would love it. If you are a 
mother, be a mother and enjoy 
your day.  

As I sit here before my com-
puter. I wonder what I could 
write about. I have in the past 
wrote what I believe what has 
kept me out of prison...God. I 
wrote about the importance of 
church. I believe people are 
interested that are in prison is 
once I get out where do I go 


