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Wednesday, September 22, 1993, CLARION NEWS

- CRAWFORD County’s three-star
irestaurant — the Overlook — at
Leavenworth — has expanded over the

ummer to hold an additional 100 plus

A greater number of windows in the dining room give a
more spacious view of Horseshoe Bend on the Ohio River.

patrons. Managers Russ and Annabelle
Breeden, along with son and Overlook owner,
Doug Breeden and wife Josie, stand on siops
leading to a large new deck outside.

Tom McBrice and Keith
White work to put on a
stair-rail leading to the
downstairs area. Page 80
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FAMILY T

STORY AND PHOTO
BY JACKIE CARPENTER

hen the

Breeden

clan’s latest

project is

. complete, the

two-story, white-clapboard house
that sits on a bluff overlooking
the Ohio River in Leavenworth
will once again be ful] of life.

“I'm pleased it's going to be a
bed and breakfast,” said
Annabelle Breeden, who with
her husband, Russell E., reared
four sons and a daughter in the
big, sunny house, built about the
turn of the century.

“We have always thought it
would make a nice B & B

She added: “We hope other

- people enjoy it as much as we
enjoyed it, We have had a lot of
happy times here.”

It will be called The
Leavenworth Inn.

The Breedens made the house
their home in 1958, when their
oldest son, Russell III, was 9.
Next there was Douglas, Kathy,
John and Dwight.

The Breedens added a garage
and a family room, complete
with a huge, brick fireplace. In
the years to come, the room .
became a gathering place before
and after Leavenworth High
School ball games, track and
Cross-country meets.

“We had a lot of victory par-
ties at the house after the games,
whether we won or lost,” said
the daughter, Kathy Coleman of
Leavenworth.

In 1980, after the children
were grown and on their way to

_ successful careers — Kathy as a
homemaker and the boys in high
finance, investments, banking,
accounting — the parents moved
to a new house “down over the
hill,” and the younger Russell

ke 15

Outside the family homestead in Leavenworth, the Bleedén family, from left: Roberta, Dwight, Annabelle, Russell E., Joh i i
Russell III and Judy Breeden and Randy and Kaihy Coleman. ’ ’ i ’ et dosleandDusg. Nok picired:
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bought the homestead,

He and his wife, the former
Judy Brewster of New Salisbury,
lived there a couple of years
before renting out the house and
moving to Indianapolis, where
they now live with their three
children.

Son Douglas, a university
instructor and chairman of the
board of Smith Breeden
Associates, based in Chapel Hill,
N.C., and his wife, Josie,
recently bought the homestead,
which Includes about six acres in
the midst of town.

Although they live in Chapel
Hill, the couple’s investment in
the community he grew up in is
considerable. That includes the
Overlook Restaurant, which they
bought in 1989 and expanded in
1993, adding two dining rooms,
a spacious deck and lower level
snack bar. Diners have a spectac-
ular view of the Ohio River's
Horseshoe Bend.

During the tourist season,
especially, the Breedens said
restaurant patrons often ask
about overnight accommoda-
tions. They are usually referred
to Scott’s Inn in Leavenworth or
The Kintner House in Corydon,

e |

BREEDENS TURN THEIR HOMESTEAD
INTOB & B THE LEAVENWORTH INN

and the Breedens believe there’s a
real need for another B & B.

So renovation of the house,
which has about 4,000 square feet
of space, is underway full swing.
The plan is to open by mid-June.

“T think it will be a real asset to .

the community,” said Kathy,
whose husband, Randy, is the
industrial arts instructor at
Corydon Central High School.

The Inn has become a family
affair.

The garage has been turned into
an apartment for the innkeeper,
and the family room will be a
library. Each of five bedrooms —
one on the first floor and four
upstairs — will have private baths.
The Inn will include a reception
area in the parlor, dining room,
kitchen, powder room and exercise
room. '

“It's kind of neat,” said John,
who lives in Leavenworth and is
the project foreman. “It’s always
been referred to as the Big House,
%\Iow we're trying to call it The
nn ”

Doug said, “1 think we're all
thrilled to see the house coming
back to life. I can’t wait to have
people in here and have them
enjoy it as we enjoyed it.”

Traveling back and forth fre-
quently from their home in
Chicago, Dwight and his wife,
Roberta, are also knee-deep in the
project, and she’s the interior dec-
orator.

“The boys and Kathy grew up
in the house, and they have such
fond memories,” Roberta said. “I,
being an in-law, feel entrusted
with a lot.”

Kathy said her husband, Randy,

has a keen interest in the interior
woodwork,

Roberta said the interior decor
will be “eclectic — a little bit of
everything. We have some real
interesting antiques and things that
have a story to tell that will make
the house real warm and inviting,
It will be comfortable, too. The
rooms are large and sunny.”

The front porch will be redone,
and rocking chairs added. “People
can sit out and enjoy the view,”
said Doug.

The one-lane driveway will be
widened and paved and a parking
area added. And a brick pathway
will lead to the front of the Inn.

Doug'’s other plans for the spa-
cious grounds include gardens, a
tennis court and bicycle paths.

“If we are as successful as we
think, in a couple of years we’]l

expand the Inn from five rooms to
100r 157 .

Roberta and Josie believe the
Inn will be a drawing card for
tourists, especially city folks who
yearn for the quiet country.

“From a Corydon-Leavenworth
perspective, because I'm from
Chicago, I see a great deal of
interest,” Roberta said. “From
interior decorators, friends, neigh-
bors, they're all interested. The
draw is strong. People like to
come to rural areas and stay over.

Regardless, the out-of-town
Breedens may be the best cus-
tomers.

“We love it down here,” said
Roberta. “It's a great place and a
great reason to get together.

“It's going to be a nice family
gathering place, for sure.”

Josie agreed. “We will be down

i

" in part because of its natural

here to consume.”

Although Leavenworth's popu-
lation has dropped from 400 to
about 300, the Breedens see no
end to the community's potential,

beauty,

Revitalizing the community is
Doug's long-range goal, and he’s
not banking on the much-talked-
about possibility of a gambling
riverboat and resort complex at
Leavenworth,

“T would prefer that we develop
in other ways. The community has
such natural beauty,” he said. “We
don't feel we need the quick fix.
I'd rather have a long-term solu-
tion.”

He added: “Certainly my goal is
to rebuild and revitalize this com-
munity. I like to rebuild things.”
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