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— Douglas T. Breeden*
S October 7, 2024

*Major thanks go to George Beringer for the aerial photos of
Leavenwaorth.
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Breeaen Memorial Library: -

 Major expansion in 2005
f Crawford County Library System in 2011

t o 11 Ans@Gentore |1/ re 030 1
= Celebrated 25 Years in 2023

“Also: Breeden was a major donor to Harrison County Library in
1997, as well as Breeden Hall at Duke in 2008, which has a
20,000 sq. ft. new library. We love libraries!
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STORY AND PHOTOS
By SARA COMBS
Editor

Dr. Doug Breeden would like o see a lot of empty spaces on the shelves
at the new Breeden Memorial Library at Leavenworth,

Speaking Saturday at an open house and dedication of the new facility,
Breeden, a native of Leavenworth who now lives in Chapel Hill, N. C., said,
“The library is here to be used. Nothing would give me greater joy than to
come back and :nd a bunch of people in here reading and checking out the
books. The worst thing that could happen would be 1o conie in and find it
untcuched, unused.”

The Brecden Foundation supplied matching funds for a Community
Focus Fund grant that financed construction of the facility which houses 2
library dedicated to the memory of the late Russell and Ellen Breeden, Doug
Breeden’s grandparents, and in honor of his parents, Russ and Annabelle
Breeden of Leavenworth.

A community center, used by the Ohio Vallev Sentor Citizens, is also
located in the building.

Doug Brecden spoke Saturday at the Breeden Memorial Library’s dedication. Behind Breeden The Breedens have long been pillats of the community and for many
are Russ Breeden I, Josie Breeden, Russ Breeden I, contractor James Shireman, John Breeden,
the Rev. Emerson Abts, and State Sen. Richard Young. (Please turn to page 9)
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years owned and operated a hatch-
ery in Leavenworth.

Doug Breeden paid tribute to his
grandparents and parents, noling
their leadership and volunteerism.

His grandparents taught him a
love of reading, he said. “Both
were always reading something.”
~ His parents taught him many

things.

“For 50 years, Mom and Dad
have provided employment for the
community and us (their chil-
dren),” he said, recalling debeaking
chickens and traying eggs.

“PDad always had a vision, the
dream of development.” He said
his father was active in early eco-
nomic development action groups
and area tourism promotions. “He
was just 30 years ahead of his time.

“And Mom. Mom always made
things happen, and she still is mak-
ing things happen,” said Breeden.

Breeden also praised contractor
James Shireman.

When bids came in about twice
the $400,000 budget, Breeden said
Shireman was the key to the pro-
ject's success.

After cuts were made to trim the
project, it was still “way over” said
. Breeden. “We sat down with Jim
‘ Shireman and he said, ‘We can do
this. We can make this happen.’”

Also speaking at the dedication
- were Janet LaBreche, Crawford

County Public Library director;
John Breeden, State Sen. Richard
Young (D- Milltown), State Rep.
Dennis Heeke (D-Dubois), and
Russ Breeden I1.

The new library is a branch of
the Crawford County Public
Library. LaBreche will oversee its
operation. _

“My heart is overwhelmed with
gratitude,” she said. “Who would
have thought 10 years ago, even
five years ago, that we would be
here today dedicating this library?

She described how the Breeden
family has traditionally read to
their children.

“The names change but the story
is the same across Leavenworth,
Crawford County and the world,”
said LaBreche. “Fathers and moth-
ers read to their children and
dreamed of libraries filled with
books.

“Jewell Sears (a founder and for-
mer director of the Crawford public
library) watched more than one
library wash away in flood waters.
Yet the community said, ‘We will
work; we will build. We want a
library for children and ourselves.'
Thus, under the direction of Janice
Holzbog, in 1995 a new counly
library was built.

“But it still was not enough. So
Leavenworth town officials and
Holzbog got together with the
Breeden family and said, ‘We will
work. We will build."”

Grants were applied for and the
Breedens invested generously in
the project.

“And we came here to celebrate
this day,” said LaBreche.

John Breeden thanked all whose
efforts resulted in completing the
project. “Our grandparents would
be very, very proud,” he said.

Getting the facility built was not
an easy task, said Sen. Young. “I
know sometimes it seemed for
every step forward, there were two
steps backward. But in Crawford
County, people work very hard in
the face of adversity ... This is
something the community will be
proud of for many, many years.”

Heeke said he had attended the
ground breaking ceremony some

l time ago where he learned the his-

scheduling conflicts.

tory of the building razed to make
room for the new one. “Now you
are opening a lot of new history.”
said Heeke. “This is a great day.”

Then Russ Breeden 1l talked

about what the library will mean to
the town and what the town means
to him,
_ “But this is almost embarrass-
ing,” he added, referring to the
praise heaped on him during the
ceremony.

Town council president John
Stutziman and Christine Pryer, a
member of the Indiana Region 15
Plan Commission, key players in
the project, were slated to partici-
pate in the dedication, but had

Two other Breeden family mem-
bers who played a part in the new
building were Roberta Breeden,
who did the interior design, and
Randy Coleman, husband of Kathy
Breeden Coleman, who built the

shelves and counters.

_The ceremony concluded with a
ribbon-cutting and tours of the

building.

_Invocation was given by the Rev.
Emerson Abts and benediction was
by the Rev. Michael McDaniel,

Music was furnished by The

Sonshiners.,

Refreshments were served in the

Senior Citizen dini
r Citizen dining room.
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BML unveils addition

STORY and PHOTO
By CHRIS ADAMS
3 Editor

There were plenty of thanks to go
around Saturday morning as Breeden
Memorial Library at Leavenwaorth
unveiled it approximately 4,000-
square-foot renovation and expan-
sion.

Doug Breeden, a Leavenworth
native who with wife Josie financed
the project, said libraries played an
important role in his childhood and
the couple want to give the commu-
nity, including the children, the same
opportunities he had.

“We want to give that gift to the

kids and the adults and all the peo-
ple” of the community by providing
them a place for “lifelong leaming,”
he said.
- BML, a branch of the Crawford
County Public Library that was
named for the Breeden family and is
located in the same building as the
Leavenworth Senior Citizens Center
and the Crawford County United
Ministries Food Pantry, increased its
square footage from 1,104 to just
over 5, :

The project added 1,340 square
feet to the library’s west side as well
as that amount to the basement. It
also included renovation of the 1,242

. square feet of basement below the
existing library.

The upstairs area features room
for more books and computers —
eight more computers are on the way
— and a reading area, ideal for sen-
iors who make their way over from
the adjoining senior center. The
downstairs area includes a children’s
and movie viewing area.

Breeden praised BML librarians
Nikki Esarey and Sharon Harvey for
the library’s children’s programs that
have attracted more visitors to the
facility.

“I"'m just delighted we’ve engaged
the center more than we had the %ast

L

Doug Breeden, who with wife Josie financed the Breeden
Memorial Library renovation and expansion project; and

Crawford County Library Director Catherine Ramsey watch

Zachary Booth, 12, left, and Max Mohr, 8, play a computer game

at the library at Leavenworth.

few years,” he said, noting his goal is -

to have a .community-sustained
library.

Josie Breeden praised the commu-
nity for helping guide Doug when he
was a boy, and said it is her and
Doug’s hope that the library, through

its services and programs, can help"

the town guide today’s children into
becoming quality young people.
“When Doug was growing up, it
was this town that made a child,” she
said.
~ The list of speakers included
library board, community and town
officials. All thanked the Breeden
family and the library for offering a

quality facility and service to the.

community. :
“I think all the people here need to
be congratulated for all their hard
work and their vision,” said State
Sen. Richard Young, D-Milltown.
Young, who used to live in
Leavenworth, said the town,

although it had made strides, is final-’

ly making the type of progress offi-
cials likely had hoped for when they
decided to move to higher grouad
following the 1937 flood thanks, in
part, to the library.

“Through perseverance, I think ‘it
is becoming the type of community
that the people back in 1937 who

(Please turn to back page)
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started making that move had hoped
it would be,” he said.

Crawford County Public Library
Director Catherine Ramsey said the
project “represents the best of a
community spirit,” while library
board president Darwin Groves
called the project “very, very good
for the whole community.” He noted
how far the county’s library system
has come in the past decade, from
one library located in English’s
tlood plain to two new facilities.

Esarey presented the Breedens,
who live in North Carolina, with a
book to show the appreciation she
and other staff,. as well as the
library’s patrons,-have for what the
library has become. 2

“It seems unfair that I get to expe-
rience all the joy that people get at
this library and you miss out,” she
said.

Others in attendance included
State Rep. Dennie Oxley, D-English,

who proclaimed it'was a “great day
for Leavenworth,” officials from the
Community Foundation of
Crawford County and the
Leavenworth Town Council, and

representatives of builder James L.
Shireman Inc. of Corydon. X

Following remarks, visitors were
treated to refreshments provided by
the Leavenworth Senior Citizens.
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