
WAGEMAKER BOATS
OUR GOAL IS TO PRESERVE AND PROTECT OUR PAST HISTORY OF  WOLVERINE AND 

CADILLAC BOATS.  

THIS IS AN OUTLINE OF THE WAGEMAKER BOAT COMPANY.  SEE MORE INFORMATION 

ON WAGEMAKER BOATS - WWW.WAGEMAKERWOLVERINEBOATS.COM

http://www.wagemakerwolverineboats.com/


HISTORY OF WAGEMAKER COMPANY 

• The Wagemaker family is very respectful and well known in Grand Rapids, Michigan today and in the past. The 

old Wagemaker Company plant was at 566 Market Ave, S.W in Grand Rapids, Michigan.The Wagemaker 

Company motto was "Stands for Quality." The Wagemaker Company did make different types of work furniture 

in the early years. They were also in the business of selling  Wagemaker Reds. These chicks were said to mature 

into profitable layers in five to six months at a very low pullet cost. The Wagemaker Company began building 

Wolverine boats in 1932. Those early cedar strip boats were first nationally advertised in 1933 and gained 

instant popularity.  At some point during world war II, they sold the technology to the US Government for use 

in PT boat hulls from  1942 thru 1945. No civilian, pleasure boats, only boats for war efforts. In 1947, Wolverine 

introduced their first molded plywood boat using the new technology gained from the war years, and by 1955, 

Wagemaker was heavily invested in the molded plywood market.  After Wagemaker Company, Inc. was sold in 

1960, Wolverine held on to their segment of the market for a couple of years, but had made the transition to 

fiberglass too late. The double blow of hard economic times coupled with a saturated market was too much for 

a company that had pinned its success to the wooden boat market.



BUSINESS SYSTEMATIZING AND FILING  DEVICES, 
CARD RECORD SYSTEMS BY ISAAC WAGEMAKER 

Isaac Wagemaker was the first president of the 

Wagemaker Company. This is an Example of the many 

ways that Isaac Wagemaker helped benefit business 

managers and others.



ALPHABETIC WAGEMAKER INDEX 
CARD USED IN FILE CABINETS. BY 
WAGEMAKER COMPANY BY ISAAC 
WAGEMAKER 

This is an Example of an Alphabetic 

Wagemaker Index Card used in File 

Cabinets by Wagemaker Company. 



FILING DEVICE AND CARD 
RECORD SYSTEM HOLDER 
INDEX BOX BY ISAAC 
WAGEMAKER 

This is Filing Device and Card Record system holder 

index box. This is an Example of the many ways that Isaac 

Wagemaker helped benefit business manager and others.



HISTORY OF THE WOLVERINE BOATS



WOLVERINE BOAT SIGNS

This is an example of how Wolverine Boat Signs may have 

looked in earlier years. by Wagemaker Company



CADILLAC BOAT SIGNS

This is an example of how Cadillac Boat Signs may have 

looked in earlier years  by Cadillac Marine and Boat 

Company


