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Join us at Sterling Hill! Saturday
October 15th, 2022 at 10:00 am!

See you at:
30 Plant St, Ogdensburg, NJ 07439

CLICK FOR MAP

2022 Calendar

Oct 15-Saturday Sterling Hill Museum, Ogdensburg NJ.
Nov 11-Meeting, Senior Center
Dec 09-Meeting, Holiday, Pot Luck Dinner & Mineral Chinese Auc-
tion.

https://www.orangecountymineralsocietynewyork.com/index.html
http://www.amfed.org/
https://efmls.org/
https://www.bing.com/maps?q=30%20Plant%20St%2C%20Ogdensburg%2C%20NJ%2007439&form=IPRV10
https://www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/
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Meeting, field trip with collecting, busi-
ness meeting and mine tour in October!

Welcome OCMSNY members to our spe-
cial October 15th live meeting at Sterling Hill
Mine and Museum combined with optional col-
lecting specimens and an optional mine tour. The
business meeting will be free and take place at
the museum from 12 - 12:30 pm. Bring your
lunch to this meeting. There are snacks and
drinks for purchase there.

OCMSNY members
voted at our September
meeting to pay the
members admission
fees to the collecting
and tour. OCMS will
pay the members ad-

mission fee for the col-
lecting at the mine grounds

to start at 10 am, prior to the business meeting.
The $2.00 per pound collecting fee (5 pound
minimum) will be paid by the member. OCMS
will pay the mine tour fee for the members. Our
tour will leave the business meeting promptly by
12:30 pm to begin our private special tour ahead
of the regularly scheduled tours.

Thank you to Gary Kerstanski who ar-
ranged this combination event at Sterling Hill.
He spoke about the site, facilities and events and
answered questions quite extensively at our rock
barbecue in September. Also worthy of mention
is that ultraviolet lamps are present at the collec-
tion sites and also for sale in the shop there at
The Sterling Hill Mining Museum. Our previous
speakers, Alex Kerstanski, Doug Francisco and
Ken Daubert might also be there.

Thanks to all the OCMSNY members who
joined in the rock barbecue at the Chester Pavil-
ion. We enjoyed sharing some wonderful potluck
dishes in addition to the OCMS sponsored egg-
plant parmesan, burgers, hot dogs, sausage and
peppers.

Liquid water is the key ingredient to life itself,
it is the genesis of the formation of stalagmite
and stalactites. This surface water runs through
organic material dissolving carbon dioxide along
the way, creating a weak carbonic acid.

Water percolates through the limestone roof
of the cave collecting carbon dioxide and other
minerals along the way. The liquid water carries
this dissolved calcite through the cave roof, how-
ever, once this calcium bicarbonate is exposed to
the air in the cave some of it returns to calcium
carbonate. As this calcite forms around the crack,
the solution trickles through the roof creating a
slow precipitation, leaving calcite behind, this
forms thin hollow tubes called soda straws.

Over time water flows along the outer edges
of these soda straws dropping calcite along the
way creating the icicle shape of a stalactite. Very
slowly the stalactite will widen and grow at a rate
of about one quarter inch to one inch every cen-
tury. Stalactites and stalagmites are usually
found in pairs, why? Because stalagmites are usu-
ally created by the drip of the stalactite although
they have on occasion been created from other
objects as well. As water drips off the stalactite it
deposits calcium in a mound on the floor. Even-
tually, creating a cone like shape. Stalagmites
grow up from the floor and can be narrow, wide,
tall or short. They can grow right up to the ceiling
and can even connect to the bottom of the stalac-
tite above and the two of them together can be-
come an extraordinary natural pillar.

President’s Message &
Minutes of the Meeting!

Pas t pred i c t s
fu ture !

https://www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/
https://www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/
https://www.sterlinghillminingmuseum.org/
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Pas t pred i c t s fu ture - Con t .

Illustration by Michael Payne

https://www.australiangeographic.com.au/topics/science-environment/2021/11/microscopic-layers-of-stalagmites-provide-clues-to-earlier-climate-changes/
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October meeting at Sterling Hill!

Having a dig in lieu of a meeting what
could be better than that!

Mark your Calendars!

This special event will take place on Satur-
day, October 15thwith a rain date of Sunday Octo-
ber 16th. There will be no meeting Friday,
October 14th.

There are costs associated with this very
special meeting but they promise to be well worth
it.

The dig will start at 10:00 AM followed by
lunch. You may want to bring a lunch they do
serve hot dogs and chips etc. at the lunch room at
Sterling Hill.

You can participate in the dig without going on
the tour and vice versa. However, we do need 15
people for the tour. For all those who are inter-
ested in attending the tour please contact Gary
Kerstanski. His contact email is on the last page
of this newsletter.

The Fees involved are:

• Tour Costs:
• Adult 13 - 64 $ 13.00
• Senior 65+ $ 12.00
• Child 4 - 12 $ 10.00

• Dig Costs:
• Per Person $ 5.00
• Per lb rock $ 2.00

(With a 5 lb minimum)

For more information check out the web-
site at: sterlinghillminingmuseum.org

https://sterlinghillminingmuseum.org
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ROCK BBQ - COLLAGE!
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OCMS DisclaimerOCMS Disclaimer
The editor and theThe editor and the OCMSOCMS are not responsible for the accuracyare not responsible for the accuracy
or authenticity of information in the articles accepted foror authenticity of information in the articles accepted for
publication, nor are the opinions expressed therein necessarilypublication, nor are the opinions expressed therein necessarily
those of the officers of thethose of the officers of the OCMSOCMS or the editor.or the editor.

OCMS members are covered by Society-sponsored insurance.
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