May 2022

What’s Inside?
Welcome to an in-person meeting Friday
May 13th, 2022 at 6:30 pm!
See you at: 81 Laroe Rd Chester, NY (Town of Chester
Recreation Senior Center), (From KINGS HWY,Turn left on
Laroe Rd by UPS office building)
CLICK FOR MAP
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President’s Message & Minutes!
Two Just one month until our annual Mineral Sale and
Show at Museum Village! Please share your ideas for running a successful show June 4 & 5, 2022. Also, please contribute your ideas for updates, activities, posts, shares and
likes for our OCMS Shale Mail, website OCMSNY.org or
http://www.orangecountymineralsocietynewyork.com/
and facebook page Orange County MineralHome Society of
NY. Please like and share our pages and mention our website in your posts to build awareness. We had a discussion
at our meeting regarding including the word SALE in our
advertisements to attract shoppers and buyers. You will
not find a more scenic location for an outdoor mineral sale
than Museum Village in June!

The mineral book and journal swap table and the 16
raffle specimens were set out.
Thank you, Mark Kucera, for again achieving a satisfactory zoom,
OCMSNY president Mike Tedford called the meeting
to order at approximately 6:40 PM , welcoming the attendees. Meeting attendees introduced themselves.
Mike Tedford introduced the mineral book and journal table for free use, borrowing or swapping by members.
Members confirmed they are receiving the emailed
Shale Mail , and accepted the minutes therein.
Ron Nelson read the balances of the main checking account and show account. The Treasurers report was accepted.

Please join our OCMSNY May 13 8, 2022 meeting at
the senior center this Friday. We are planning a full-scale
live meeting following the senior center guidelines. The
agenda includes Annual Show discussions, committee reports, old business, new business, refreshments and a mineral raffle. Thank you, Thank you Dr Alex Bartholomew,
geologist at SUNY New Paltz for presenting "The Concept
of Fossil Species," an understanding of species from a biological perspective and also how Paleontologists define a
fossil species and what that means. Details are found in
this issue. I shared some interesting historical information
with some of the officers gathered by a doctor in upstate NY
, whose great, great, great, great grandfather was an ardent
mineral enthusiast in Orange County in 1830's. She has
entrusted a sack full of letters to him from many of his fellow mineral enthusiasts. We hope to find a great way to
share the info and preserve the history. WE need your varied experiences to try and find the experts to preserve the
letters among possibly historical societies, libraries, document storage... Please share your thoughts. See you Friday.

Ron Nelson reported the Annual Mineral Show and
Sale June 4 & 5, 2022 at Museum Village continues to increase in vendor registratiom. Updated Sale and Show flyers were distributed to members. Our website and Facebook page continue to be updated. Members were reminded to like, post and share posts on facebook to increase our visibility and attract vendors and shoppers.
Also, please review and suggest any more updates. Thank
you.
Ron Nelson has continued efforts to reserve the
Chester barbecue pavilion and senior center kitchen for our
rock barbecue on the Saturday following Labor Day weekend, We were reminded we will not have a meeting or
speaker June 10 following the Mineral Show and Sale.
Discussions ensued on possible club hat and shirt colors to be ordered. Many like blue. Orange was another
popular suggestion. We would like the orders placed in
time to have items on sale at the mineral show.

Minutes

Thank you to Dr. Alex Bartholomew for presenting the
theories of species definition with the goal of understanding the recent articles and interest in several separate
species of T Rex. These are based on relatively few and incomplete fossilized specimens over a span of millions of
years.

Meeting hall and OCMSNY attendance sheets were
completed, Name tags were issued.
Chester senior center COVID 19 precautions were observed including sign in, hand sanitizers, social distancing,
and some attendees wore optional masks.

This business portion of the meeting adjourned around
7 pm for the presentation, refreshments and subsequent
raffle.

Meeting preparations included refreshments and the
hybrid live meeting with zoom component. Thank you
Mark Kucera.

The mineral raffle included 18 unique items, and was
enjoyed by many members.
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Important Notice!

STERLING MOUNTAIN RAILWAY

As many of you became aware at the April
meeting, hybrid meetings have come to an end. I
know that for some of you Zoom is the only way
you can attend our meetings. We are heart broken but unless someone with both the equipment
and the expertise steps up we are not able to conduct the zoom part of our hybrid meetings any
more. If you are able to be of service in this area
please contact Mike Tedford at mted@frontiernet.net
As you know Mark Kucera has been stepping back from his duties for the past few
months. Mostly due to the travel time to get here.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank
Mark for his many years of service to the Orange
County Mineral Society.

The Sterling Mountain railway operated from
1865 to 1923 carrying ore from Lakeville at the foot
of Sterling hill, to Sterlington Station, at Sterling

Junction just south of present-day Sloatsburg. Join
local historian Doc Bayne as he traces the history of
this integral part of the iron history at Sterling.

I hope to see you all at the May 13th meeting!
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I
This
leads us to hybridization, according to
the biological concept, two species cannot interbreed. However, they figure a horse and a donkey bred producing a mule. There is enough genetic separation they could make a baby that will
live but, a big enough difference that it will be
sterile. They have also found that zebras and
horses have bred together and tigers and lions
too. They are able to reproduce so this is where
morphology and genetics comes in.
When we sink back into paleontology,
we’re like geez, are those trilobites really different species? We will never know. We just have to
live with the fact that we deal with Mac revolution. Like I say my primary research tool is a
hammer, right?
When Alex compares with his biology buddies they discover they can do different things
with what they have. Hybridization is kink of this
cool thing that really is the fly in the ointment of
paleontology. So, how does this relate to what he
wanted to talk about with T Rex.
Here is Sue. She is a super complete skeleton
from the field Museum in Chicago, she could be
the most famous one out there too. We know
she’s a tyrannosaur, but is she really Tyrannosaurus Rex? So, this paper was published on
January 28th. They said, tyrant, lizard, king,
queen and emperor. Multiple lines of morphology and stratigraphic evidence supports subtle
evolution and probable speciation within the
north. American genus tyrannosaurus well, is a
lot of fancy words saying they think there are
more than one species of tyrannosaurus fossils.
Sue is really an amazing fossil. There are only
a few bones missing, it’s got a big head and all its
great teeth. Sue has tiny arms and a big belly.
What it comes down to though is the femur and
the teeth at the front end. This is the bulk of their
data, they say over time all tyrannosaurus fossils
have been deregulated into the species Rex,
which means tyrant lizard Tyrannosaur Rex.
King.
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They made a really ballsy move in the paper
they wrote by calling them a trash basket species.
What’s a trash basket species? It means its T Rex,
there is only one species in tyrannosaurus, right?
So, nobody ever really takes the time to look at it
and say, is it really different or is it the same and
so trash basket is a term that's a bit disparaging
to all the people who worked on T. They accuse
them of not doing the work because its apparent
that the species are different. Some people have
attributed these differences to age. Juveniles are
more slender while adults tend to have stouter,
bigger bones. This is based on small number statistics. We don’t have enough specimens of
Tyrannosaurus Rex to make a good determination either way.
What they did is went back to every Tyrannosaurus fossil they could find and took measurements of femurs and incisor teeth.
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June Shows!
Hello,
I am emailing you to inform your club that the
2nd Annual South Jersey *SUMMER* Gem,
Mineral, Fossil, & Jewelry show will be held in
Cherry Hill, New Jersey this upcoming June. We
hope that you find this information exciting and
that our show can find a spot in your clubs’ calendar of events or newsletter.

Orange County Annual Gem, Mineral,
Fossil and Jewelry Show @ Museum Village

The information for the show is as follows:

Saturday, June 4, 2022, 10am-5pm – Rain
or Shine
Sunday, June 5, 2022 10 am to 4 pm – Rain
or Shine @ Museum Village * 1010 Route 17M *
Monroe, NY 10950
Special Admission For Show and Museum
Adults – $5.00 Seniors – $3.00
Scouts in Uniform & Kids Under 12 Free
FREE Gift for kids 12 and under
*** THIS IS AN OUTDOOR EVENT ***
65 Vendors, Fun For The Entire Family
There will be lots of things to do
Immerse yourself in all things rock, mineral and
fossil related
Featuring: Artisans, Craftsman, Collectors, Dealers and Exhibitors
On display: “Harry” The Most Complete
Mastodon found in Harriman, NY
Extensive Local Mineral Collections
Exhibits * Demonstrations * Educational Displays
**New Fluorescent Mineral Display**
Kids Games and Pet Rock Projects
Food and Refreshments available for purchase
* FREE PARKING *
The food vendor at the show will be Dogfella’s
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2nd Annual *SUMMER* South Jersey Gem,
Jewelry, Mineral & Fossil Show
Date: June 12, 2021
Location: 1721 Springdale Road Cherry Hill,
NJ 08054
Show Times: Saturday (6/11/22) 10:00 am 5:00 pm (Saturday Only) (Outdoor Only)
*Rain Date: Sunday (6/12/22) 10:00 am –
5:00 pm (Outdoor Only)
Website: www.sjmineralshow.com
Facebook: www.facbook.com/sjmineralshow
Again, we hope you are able to inform your
club members of our show. Thank you for your
time.
Regards,
Alan & Elise Benson
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Quincy Mine & Smelter
By: Keith Chip Allen
If you are looking for a unique vacation, not
only does the Upper Peninsula of Michigan offer
nature’s beauty at its finest, but you can learn and
feel what life was like during Michigan’s Copper
Mining rich history. One of the best of many, the
Quincy Mine and Smelter will give you a true
sense of the copper glory days. Today, this is part
of the Keweenaw National Historical Park.

Steam Hoist, the world's largest steam-powered
hoist engine. Completed in 1920, this hoist made
it possible for the Quincy Mining Company to extend its No. 2 Shaft 92 levels underground, an inclined distance of nearly two miles. The underground tour begins with a nearly one-half mile
walk through the historic East Adit (1895). Seasonal Tours are also available of the Quincy
Smelting Works, located on the waterfront of the
Portage Canal.
For over 100 years, men ventured deep into
mineshafts to reach the valuable copper deposits
of Michigan's upper peninsula. The copper that
passed through the Quincy Mining Company's
candlelit No. 2 Shaft in the 19th century might
have become a button on the uniform of a Civil
War soldier, a wire for one of the first telephone
poles, or part of the early electrical grid.
The workers who settled in the mining towns
of “Copper Country,” the Keweenaw Peninsula on
Lake Superior, came from a variety of different
ethnic European backgrounds, including Italian,
Finnish, Slavic, German, Irish, and Cornish. Mining companies attracted immigrants to this
sparsely populated area with its company towns,
where there were houses, hospitals, libraries, and
schools ready to be filled.
The small Keweenaw Peninsula in the Upper
Peninsula was one of the best places to mine for
copper in the United States during the late 1800s
and early 1900s. It was profitable because the
copper of this area occurs in a pure metallic state
and because there was a lot of it. Keweenaw is a
stretch of land fifty miles long and fifteen miles
wide, that lies at the northernmost tip of Michigan as it juts out into Lake Superior. The area is
known as “Copper Country.”

The Quincy Mine offers both surface and underground tours. The #2 shaft house contains a

museum and self guided tour of the structure. The
No. 2 Shaft (and Rock) House was completed in
1908 and was used until 1931. The Nordberg
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Quincy Mine & Smelter - cont.
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Quincy Mine & Smelter - cont.
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OCMS members are covered by Society-sponsored insurance.
OCMS Disclaimer
The editor and the OCMS are not responsible for the accuracy
or authenticity of information in the articles accepted for
publication, nor are the opinions expressed therein necessarily
those of the officers of the OCMS or the editor.

Clickable Interactive Directory
OCMS Sponsored Mindat Page
OCMS sponsored Town Page
Sue the Tyrannosaurus Rex
Wildacres
OCMS Facebook
OCMS Website
Duke Labs

Orange County Mineral Society, Inc. Officers:
President:

Mike Tedford

(845) 542-6441

Click to email Mike

VP/Programs:

Gary Kerstanski

2nd VP:

Alex Kerstanski

(845) 978-4141

Click to email Alex

3rd VP:

Ryan Richardson

(845) 629-5120

Click to email Ryan

VP Emeritus/Historian:

Frank Clyne

(845) 361-4710

Click to email Frank

Treasurer/Facebook:

Ron Nelson

(845) 469-9080

Click to email Ron

Min.Show Chairman:

Ron Nelson

(845) 469-9080

Click to email Ron

Membership Com Chair

Brigitte Nesteroke

(845) 386-4119

Click to email Brigitte

Secretary:

Position Open

Shale Mail Editor:

Alison Pacut

(845) 902-8562

Click to email Alison

Webmaster:

Heather Shields

(845) 649-9623

Click to email Heather

Field Trip Leader

Frank Vigilante

(570) 618-2770

Click to email Frank

Click to email Gary

Click to email

