COVID-19 Outbreak Management Plan

Mogghill Nursery will continue to operate under its amended Coronavirus operating procedure.  

This Outbreak Management Plan outlines how Mogghill will operate if additional measures are recommended by the Director of Public Health, Public Health England Protection Teams or the Local Authority.

It may be necessary to implement some or all, of these measures in the following circumstances, for example:

· To help manage a COVID-19 outbreak in the nursery i.e., 5 children or staff, who are likely to have mixed closely, test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

· 10% of children or staff who are likely to have mixed closely test positive for COVID-19 within a 10-day period

· If COVID-19 infection rates in the community are extremely high, and other measures have failed to reduce transmission.

If a child or staff member is admitted to hospital with COVID-19 then the manager will seek public health advice by phoning the DfE helpline (0800 046 8687, option 1) and will inform Ofsted within 14 days.

Testing

· There may be a need to increase the use of Lateral Flow Devices.

· If a staff member is a close contact, they are to test for 7 days using LFDs, if they display symptoms, they are to get a PCR test and await the results.

· Twice weekly testing will continue

Face coverings

· To be reintroduced in communal areas 

Shielding

· People previously considered to be clinically vulnerable will not be advised to shield again

· Individuals previously identified as clinically vulnerable are advised to continue to follow guidance on ‘how to stay safe and help prevent the spread of Covid-19’.  Individuals should consider advice from their health professional on whether additional precautions are right for them
Other measures

· Open days may be restricted on numbers or masks being worn

· Transition or taster days may be halted dependant on case numbers 

· Parents may bring children in wearing a mask but this may be risk assessed depending on how case numbers are looking

· Outside visitors e.g., music will be assessed, LED’s may be required before entering, masks to be worn until inside, windows and doors open for ventilation

Attendance restrictions

Attendance restrictions should only ever be considered as a short-term measure and as a last resort;

· For individual settings, on public health advice in extreme cases where other recommended measures have not broken chains of in-setting transmission

· Across an area, on government advice in order to suppress or manage a dangerous variant and to prevent unsustainable pressure on the NHS

In all circumstances, priority should continue to be given to vulnerable children and young people and children of critical workers.

Baseline measures

All settings should have in place measures to manage transmission of COVID-19 including:
· Staf to continue to test twice weekly at home, with lateral flow device test kits, 3 to 4 days apart.  Testing remains voluntary but is strongly encouraged

· Those who test positive should isolate, take a confirmatory polymerase chain reaction (PCR) test, and continue to isolate if the result is positive.

· To continue to ensure good hygiene for everyone, maintain appropriate cleaning regimes, keep occupied spaces well ventilated, and follow public health advice on testing and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19

· To continue the strong messaging about signs and symptoms, isolation advice and testing, to support prompt isolation of suspected cases

