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St. Joseph/Cass/Kalamazoo Pomona Grange #4 Celebrates 150 years 

     A hundred and fifty years 

of service to the communities 

that these three counties cover. 

    A lot of memories were 

shared of past programs, 

events, stories, activities, 

funny times, serious times and 

all those in between. 

     Memories are wonderful. 

 

     Displays of many items 

used during the last 150 years 

were set up including a trac-

tor and equipment on display 

outside. 

 

     Bulletin boards were cov-

ered with certificates, and 

awards received over the 

years. 

 

A Wonderful Celebration. 

 

A video showing pictures and infor-

mation on all of the Granges that 

have been a part of the St. Joseph/

Cass/Kalamazoo Pomona for the 

150 years.  Check it out: 

 
https://www.canva.com/.../zMJBkDk-

96VOWEnx7o_x7g/view...  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAGgssZvi6U%2FzMJBkDk-96VOWEnx7o_x7g%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAGgssZvi6U%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink2%26utm_source%3Duniquelinks%26utlId%3Dh74172c079c%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0b
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canva.com%2Fdesign%2FDAGgssZvi6U%2FzMJBkDk-96VOWEnx7o_x7g%2Fview%3Futm_content%3DDAGgssZvi6U%26utm_campaign%3Ddesignshare%26utm_medium%3Dlink2%26utm_source%3Duniquelinks%26utlId%3Dh74172c079c%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0b
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Remembering 

Thomas Grutsch, son of the late Henry and Marian Grutsch, 70 years 

old of Peninsula/Barnard Granges was killed on December 3, 2024 in an 

automobile accident due to icy roads. 

His sister, Claudia Grutsch Libbey tells that Tom served in the US 

Navy .  He was survived by four children and five grandchildren. Two 

sisters, Claudia Libbey and Nancy Taylor. His parent and wife Sally pre-

ceded him in death. 

Tom had been Scout Master  in East Jordan where all three of his sons 

achieved the rank of Eagle Scout. 

Our sincere condolences to the family. 

 

 



       3 Michigan Grange News 

Christopher D. Johnston, Master 6241 Grand River Road, Bancroft, MI 48414 

Tel: 989-634-9350 (H)   989-666-6648 ( C)    E-mail   msgprez19@yahoo.com 

Master Lessons of the First Degree  

Spring has Sprung!! 
 

As I drive the country roads, I see tractors tilling 

the fields and the planters are out planting the seed, 

sprayers are out fertilizing the wheat crop; I am re-

minded of the lesson of the First degree, Faith. Every 

year farmers gamble more than most do on the big-

gest sporting event of the year.  The farmers plant a 

seed in dirt and pray for rain and heat to help germi-

nate the seed and make it grow. So that hopefully 

they can harvest enough in the fall to cover their 

yearly cost of living and to jump start the next crop 

year. This is the ultimate leap of faith that can be wit-

nessed each and every spring.  The founders of this 

great organization took a similar leap of faith, when 

they started this journey that we know today as the 

Grange.  The founders planted the seed and we are 

reaping the bountiful harvest of fellowship, friend-

ship, unity, solidarity, and a sense of belonging.  Peo-

ple join organizations to find a group of people that 

are mostly like minded, and for a sense of belonging. 

If they don't find that sense of belonging they will 

move on to the next opportunity.  When we invite 

people to come join us, make sure we are giving 

them the opportunity to find their sense of belonging.  

Together, we can become the seed of the next season 

of growing the Grange, that the founders tilled the 

soil for… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michigan State Grange Annual Picnic 
 

This is your notice to be looking for the upcoming 

information in the next issue of the Michigan Grange 

News about the annual picnic.  Last year the picnic 

was held in conjunction with the degree day in St Joe 

County at Burr Oak Grange. 
 

The 7th Degree 
 

After many years of discussion about recording 

the 7th degree as a stage production for historical 

purposes, it has been completed.  In late March, Con-

nie and I made a trip to Boone County Grange Build-

ing in Rockford, Illinois.  The equipment from Na-

tional Grange is being housed in the Grange hall 

there.  The local high school has a full production 

theater stage that we rented for a weekend, and al-

most the entire cast of the seventh degree made the 

journey as well.  We met for dinner Thursday eve-

ning at the Grange hall and then went upstairs to sort 

and help arrange what needed to go to the school.  

On Friday we moved everything, set up the stage, 

and did a walk through with the recording crew as 

they got their cameras set up. Saturday, we met at the 

school, got our costumes on and proceeded to per-

form, in costume, the Seventh Degree while being 

videoed.  It was a surreal event for those who have 

been on the cast for some time to realize we may 

never wear those fabulous costumes again.  Or  ever 

see the hand painted backdrops displayed.  As the 

National Session this November is being held on the 

cruise, this will be the premier of the recorded 7th 

Degree.  Future plans for the video have been dis-

cussed but will need to come before the Assembly of 

Demeter to determine its future use. 

 

Until next time…. 

Please keep Sharon Popler (MSG Over-

seer) and her husband, Henry in your 

thoughts and prayers.  They lost their home 

of 50+ years to fire on April 30th, losing 

most everything they owned. 
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Peggy Johnston, Co Director       Sharon Popler,   Co-Director 

404 S. Oak Street,    3640 E. Bath Road 

Durand, MI 48429    Morrice, MI 48857 

989.288.4546 or 517.285.6532 989.627.3801 

jklbmc@yahoo.com   gma4hugs@hotmail.com 

DEAF AWARENESS 
Decibel Levels  

Spring has Sprung!!  
 

 Did you know that the National Grange 

adopted Deafness as its health project in 1970!! Fifty 

five years ago.   Wow! Don’t seem possible.  

(Although I graduated from high school in 1970 and 

am celebrating my 55th year this August at our reun-

ion, Peggy. )   Gosh that’s a lot of years!! 

 Many states have supported the program over 

the years by educating themselves and others about 

hearing loss.  Projects which benefit deaf and hard of 

hearing persons have been accomplished by Na-

tional, State, county local and Junior Granges.  

Many, many educational materials have been made 

available to Granges, schools, libraries, churches, 

etc.   Several states still have projects going regard-

ing deafness.   

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

CHILDREN’S HEARING LOSS 

 A child’s development is unique, but some 

traits of hearing and language do follow a fairly con-

sistent pattern.  If a child does not develop speech at 

what is considered to be a normal rate it would be 

wise to ask for a hearing test.  Early detection of 

hearing loss allows parents to explore all the options 

of medical treatment and education choices; to begin 

learning about hearing loss themselves and to start 

learning and teaching alternate communication meth-

ods. 

 By the time a child enters school, more than 

80% of the language the child will use in the next ten 

years has been learned.  Vocabulary will expand, but 

never at the same rate it has in the first five years of 

life.  An undetected hearing loss in these critical 

years will severely affect a child’s education and en-

tire life. 

Most children will: 

By 3 months: 

—respond to parent’s voice 

—react to unexpected loud noise 

 

By 6 months: 

—respond to noises such as toys, telephones, etc. 

—smile, squeal, laugh out loud 

 

By 12 months: 

—respond to own name 

—say mamma, dada, & 1-2 other words 

—shake head for yes and no. 

 

By 15-18 months: 

—start to answer questions and may use words and 

gestures to support the answer 

—like books, and may repeat lines of text for the 

reader 

 

By 2 years:  

—understand one to two step commands 

—vocabulary is expanding 

 

By 3 years: 

—experience rapid development of speech 

 

By 4 years: 

—express events according to a measure of time and 

can tell about a series of events. 

 

By 5 years:  

—have well-developed speech patterns 

 

Share this information with any new parents you 

might know.  It just might prove to be useful. 
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Lecturer Ice Storm 2025  

Ice. We enjoy it in a cold drink, we keep foods 

cold in a cooler with it, we even use it on sore 

joints.  But what we normally don't use it on is taking 

out 3 million acres of forest in northern Michi-

gan.  The Ice Storm of 2025 was devastating to over 

500,000 people, some still without power even as I 

write this on Easter Saturday, three weeks after the 

storm.  Cutting a swath from a parallel line from 

Grayling to the Mackinac Bridge, ice accumulated 

on everything and anything.  We didn't get it as bad 

here in the Central UP, but we did lose branches on 

our farm.  Nothing compared to our neighbors to the 

east and south.  I'm sure there's a need for financial 

assistance for the area, including replacing food 

stores in homes. Dedicating a fund-raiser to the area 

would be greatly appreciated.  

 

Day of  Learning:  The Day of Learning at Fredonia 

Grange was very informative for those who at-

tended.  We learned about each department's pro-

grams and had a great lunch.  We even made mini 

barn quilts!  And everyone went home with a door 

prize or two. I hope you'll put it on your calendar for 

next year.  I'd also like to thank the Granges who do-

nated quilts to the UP All-Female Honor Flight trav-

eling to Washington DC in May.    

 

Mother’s Day: Mother's Day is coming up in May, 

so I thought I'd give you a little history about it.  In 

the mid 1800's, Ann Jarvis started  Mothers’ Day 

Work Clubs to quell infant mortality by creating 

more sanitary conditions in homes.  Ann had 13 chil-

dren, 4 of whom survived to adulthood during trying 

times.  "In the wake of the Civil War in 1868, Ann 

Reeves Jarvis coordinates a Mothers’ Friendship Day 

in West Virginia to bring former foes  on the battle-

field back together again. The initially tense day goes 

well, with veterans from the North and South weep-

ing and shaking hands for the first time in 

years.   Two years later, Julia Ward Howe, a mother 

and another forerunner of modern-day Mother’s Day 

celebrations, suggests a “Mothers’ Peace Day.” She 

makes the case that war is a preventable evil and 

mothers have a “sacred right” to protect the lives of 

their boys. In 1873 the inaugural celebration of 

Howe’s “Mothers’ Day” takes place in 

June ."  Sadly, Ann Jarvis passes away in 1905 on 

the 2nd Sunday of May.  

Daughter, Anna Jarvis, decided to honor her 

mother with an unofficial holiday in 1908. The day 

was marked by small events in Grafton, West Vir-

ginia, and celebrated in Philadelphia, where Anna 

Jarvis resided. At the church where her mother taught 

Sunday School, Jarvis sent 500 white carnations — 

her mother’s favorite—to be worn by the sons and 

daughters in their mother's honor. The governor of 

West Virginia makes Mother’s Day an official holi-

day on the second Sunday in May 1910. Anna Jarvis 

spread the word of Mother’s Day by writing count-

less  letters and to advocate for a worldwide recogni-

tion of Mothers.  Congress made Mother's Day an 

official holiday in 1914.  Canada followed in 

1915.  Unfortunately, Anna's campaign to keep the 

holiday humble and out of commercial hands failed 

miserably.  She died a pauper in a sanatorium in 

1948 at 84.  She is buried next to her mother.  She 

never had any children of her own."  (Text from UN-

AVF Website)  

 

Question of the Month:  What is the unofficial 

drink of the Michigan State Grange?  

Grangers vs. Patrons  (Mifflin Grange #1725) 

If you are familiar with, or a member of our Or-

der, you have undoubtedly heard the term “Granger” 

applied to our members.  It is interesting to note, that 

the proper nomenclature is “Patrons,” and that while 

we often use these terms interchangeably, there was a 

point where the former was used as a derogatory re-

mark! 

During the strained years of the struggle between 

farmers and monopolies, the term “Grangers,” 

emerged as a term of ridicule as the opponents of our 

farming organization sought to belittle both our posi-

tion and our organization. 

To quote Rev. A. B. Gross, one of our founders, 

on the subject: 

“As to deriving the name for our members from 

the place where they meet, instead of using the cor-

rect name of Patrons, it is just as improper as it 

would be to call Masons, Odd Fellows, and Good 

Templars, Lodgers;           continued on page 7 
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 Mary Ann Rocco, Director 145 Beadle Lake Drive, Battle Creek, MI 49014 

 Tel: 269-209-6640    Email: roccomaryann@yahoo.com 

Community Service Hello Spring  

HELLO SPRING!!!!! Hopefully sunshine and 

warmer temperatures are coming soon.  Summer is 

knocking on our door 

April was Grange month and on April 19th we 

had a Day Of Learning workshop for all Grange 

members hosted at Fredonia Grange Hall.  Lots of 

good information was shared. 

 

New this year!!! 
Reporting Community Service to National 

Grange: 

A new way of reporting Community  

Services Projects will be followed in 2025. 

Communication from National Grange on the 

changes as to how we report our State’s Commu-

nity Service Projects to National Grange. 

State Community Service Directors: 

The 2025 National Grange Community Service 

Program is now posted on the National Grange 

website (nationalgrange.org). 

We have found that not all PCs/Laptops/smart 

phones show the same format but under Commu-

nity Service, you will find a page with the CS logo 

describing the 2025 National Grange Community 

Service Program.  

Also included are the National Grange Commu-

nity Service Report Form and a "Share Your Pro-

ject's Story" Form and Program Ideas.  

In 2025, the focus of Community Service will 

not be a contest, but a celebration of good works. 

As such, there will be no judging on the National 

level. No notebooks are to be taken to National 

Convention or sent electronically prior to Conven-

tion to the community service email address.   

Likewise, "Of the Year" Nominations for Fire-

man, Teacher and Policeman will not be judged on 

the National level but can be recognized on the local 

and State levels.   

We encourage each State to receive the Subordi-

nate Grange reports/notebooks and "Of the Year" 

nominations in the format that best serves your 

State.  The option to judge or don't judge is 

yours.    As State Director, you have the responsibil-

ity to work with your State President and others as 

necessary to determine what is best for your State 

and get it communicated to your Subordinate 

Granges.   

Any Subordinate Grange can submit a "Share 

Your Project's Story" Form.   

 We do trust, however, that you have been making 

a difference in your communities and now we can 

finally all move forward together with the 2025 Na-

tional Grange Community Service Program. 

At this time Michigan has not made any changes 

in the way we report our Community Service pro-

jects at the State Session. 
 

Remember when putting your community service 

report together the focus of all Community Service 

Reports is on the Community Service your Grange 

has done this year. 
 

Know your Community and their needs and give 

them a helping hand. Our Community Services are a 

way to help each other and to help in our community. 
 

The National Grange website has information on 

the Do’s and Do Not's for your Community Service 

Report. 
 

National Grange’s Website also has information 

on Community Service.    www.nationalgrange.org. 
 

Lets look at some awards your Grange can receive 

for Community Service. 
 

GRANGE AWARDS  
Lets review the awards that are available to our 

Granges We would like to encourage Granges to 

nominate a Grange member for the VIP (Very Impor-

tant Patron) and The Firefighter/EMT, Law Enforce-

ment Officer and Teacher of the Year Awards. 

VIP –VERY IMPORTANT PERSON 

The purpose of the VIP Award is for each Grange 

to honor a member who has made an outstanding 

contribution to the Grange.     Continued on page 8 
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Kevin Young, Director   60822 Creek Road, Niles, MI 49120 

Tel: 269-684-3870    E-mail:  Kevin60822@sbcglobal.net 

AGRICULTURE Preparing to Plant  

MSG FOUNDATION, 

Jackie Bishop, Sec/Treas. 

479 Tuscany Drive 

Portage, MI 49024 

Please accept my donation to help support the Mission of the 

Michigan State Grange Foundation. 

$ ____________________      

 

                                                                  _____In Memory   

   In Memory of: _________________________________                                         

                                   ____Birthday              

        

                                                                  ____Anniversary  

Address ________________________      

 

City/State  ___________ Zip_______         ____ Deceased 

 

Donations made by: ________________         ____ Other 

  

Thank you for your Support! 

 Naomi  Fletcher,  President   14685 25.75 Road, Rapid River, MI 49878 

 Tel: (H)906-644-2319  (C)906-399-2815   Naomi.fletcher54@gmail.com 

FOUNDATION 
Donations   

Wow is it Spring, or Summer!!??  April sure has 

been up and down with the temperatures.  We have 

had tornados, ice storms, flooding, frost… what 

next!? 

  How many of you have planted anything in your 

gardens yet?  Things that could have been planted by 

now would be seed potatoes, onion sets, cold crops 

(cabbages, etc) and I even think carrots but not sure 

so please check before you plant them!  When plan-

ning your garden spots, keep in mind the Ag Classes 

that you can enter at this year’s Annual State Grange 

Session.  Each class is open to Junior members on up 

to Subordinate members.  There are plenty of differ-

ent classes for all ages and you do not have to live in 

the Country to do them.  I can’t wait to see what 

Unique containers with plantings come to State Ses-

sion.  Please check the Program Booklet for more 

details. 

We are getting things done slowly this year 

around the little farm due to the crazy weather and 

busy schedules.  I have yet to get the chicken coop 

cleaned but that is because when I have the time it is 

either not nice weather or I am too tired and need to 

just rest!  This year we will only have a feeder pig to 

put in the freezers.  I also have a mess in the yard to 

clean up from the storm back on March 30th.  I had a 

few trees come down and just finally have the extra 

time to start cutting them up. 

 It is that time of year for babies of all kind to be 

born.  I have seen some of our outside momma cats 

getting a little thicker.  We will definitely be having 

some litters within the next month I am sure. 

Please be mindful that this is the time of year that 

the country roads and some State Highways will 

have slow moving farm vehicles on them.  If it was-

n’t for those farmers and their employees, we would-

n’t have the opportunity to go to farmers’ markets or 

the grocery stores to get the food needed to feed our 

families.  Please give those big vehicles and tractors 

as much room as you can without causing problems 

for yourself or others. 

Well, that is all for now.  Please remember when-

ever possible to buy Local or Locally Grown / Made 

products!  Local asparagus is being harvested in my 

area of the State.  It is hard to believe it is time for 

that already. I noticed tonight while out                 

Agriculture continued: picking up sticks in the 

back yard on the 22nd of April that our rhubarb is at 

least 1 foot in height already. 

Remember, when possible, to buy local or direct 

from the farm as many farmers either have started 

their own on Farm store or they sell their goods to 

other local farmers that have a farm store. 

Until later… 

Grangers vs Patrons, continued from page 5 

 Or Sons of Temperance, Divisioner’s or Rechabites 

and Sons of Jonadab, Tenters.  Propriety and justice 

demand that each organization have its own chosen 

name, whatever that may be: In this case the chosen 

chartered name is Patrons; in full, Patrons of Hus-

bandry. 

Despite the earnest efforts of Mr. Gross, as well 

as others, the use of the term “Granger” not only 

persists, but has stood the test of our Patrons and in 

many ways become quite our own.  Time has healed 

the original slur so fully, that we no longer realize it 

was ever a point of contention.  We are proud of our 

rich history in this, our Country and equally proud to 

hold the title of Patron...or Granger, whichever asso-

ciation and title links us in your minds with the Or-

der of the Patrons of Husbandry. 
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GOLD STAR GRANGE   Presented to Burns Grange #160 

 

Membership Awards:   

 

GRANGE HAPPENINGS 
 

GRANGE HAPPENINGS 

Tricia Eidsmoe 1451 Grey Road, Midland, MI 48640 

Tel: 989-631-0079 E-mail: tennisbums@charter.net 

  

Kevin Young, Chairman  60822 Creek Road, Niles, MI 49120 

Tel: 269-684-3870    E-mail:  Kevin60822@sbcglobal.net 

FUNDRAISING Afghan Raffle   CS continued from page 6 

Submission: 
Only one entry from a Grange may be submitted to 

the State Grange per year. Submit a biography and a 

summary of the contribution the VIP nominee has 

made to the Grange. If possible also submit a photo-

graph of your VIP.  The submission shall be sent to 

the State Community Service Director postmarked 

by September 10th,2025 
 

National Grange Firefighter/EMT, Law Enforce-

ment Officer and Teacher of the Year Award only 

given at the Local and State level this year. 
 

This is a wonderful way to thank people in your 

community. I hope more Granges try to award this to 

deserving people in their community. 
 

  The purpose in nominating an individual, in one of 

these categories, gives public recognition to those 

who have made an outstanding effort, is important in 

your various community service projects, that in-

clude honoring these hometown hero’s. National 

Grange encourages your Grange to honor these well 

deserving individuals.  
 

Submission: 

Each State Grange may submit one nominee for each 

category.  Submit your nomination form, and any 

other supporting paper work, for possible National 

Grange recognition, to the State Community Direc-

tor, the same time, as your Community Service re-

port is due. 
 

Your Community Service Report and Award 

nominations are due on September 10th, 2025. 

Raffle Tickets: 
Raffle tickets have been mailed to every Grange 

in Michigan.   PLEASE sell them or buy them!!  

Don’t forget you can always request more tickets 

from the State Grange Office. 

The proceeds from this wonderful raffle goes to 

the Michigan State Grange to help cover costs 

throughout the year.    

A lot of work went into these beautiful afghans 

from members and friends around the world.  What a 

nice addition to your home.  

So...sell...sell...sell… and sell some more! 

Refer to the flyer on the back cover of this issue. 

 

Other ways to donate to the cause is to save your 

“G” (Grange) dollars.   Check your one dollar bills 

when you get change to see if they  have a G on them 

in the circle...if so put them away and save them until 

you come to the convention and donate in your 

Grange’s name. 

We also are collecting pennies (Pennies from 

Heaven) along with nickels, dimes, quarters, etc.   

It all adds up and helps. 

Tricia Eidsmoe 1451 Grey Road, Midland, MI 48640 

Tel: 989-631-0079 E-mail: tennisbums@charter.net 

MEMBERSHIP  Retain Your Members 

Welcome to spring!  Every Grange should be 

working hard to attain new members.  Hopefully you 

took advantage of Grange Month in April to promote 

your Grange. 

 

A reminder the membership program for this year 

is to retain the members you currently have on the 

roster.  We have all dropped members from our ros-

ter.  Let’s work a little harder to keep them. 

 

The Grange year for the membership depart-

ment ends June 30.  Which means there is not much 

time to get new members on your membership roll. 

 

I wish everyone Happy Mother’s Day, Happy Fa-

ther’s Day and Memorial Day!  Summer is just 

around the corner! 

Historic Moments for Old Glory 

Each year on June 14, the U.S. commemorates the adoption of 

the nation’s flag.  Some defining moments in history… 

Fort McHentry,  After a daylong bombardment by British 

forces during the War of 1812, Francis Scott Key saw “by the 

dawn’s early light” that the “Flag was still there, flying over 

Baltimore Harbor’s Fort McHenry. This inspired him to write 

about the moment that later became the national anthem, “The 

Star Spangled Banner.”  

Iwo Jima, The iconic World War II image of Maries raising a 

U.S. flag during the Battle of Iwo Jima in 1945 won a Pulitzer 

Prize for photography.  The event has been commemorated in 

a bronze monument  outside Washington, D.C. with an Ameri-

can flag that flies 24 hours a day. 

Moon Landing, After the crew of Apollo 11 mission made the 

first moon landing in 1969 a flag was planted on the lunar sur-

face. 

911,  on Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks reduced New York 

City’s World Trade Center to rubble.  A flag was hoisted 

above it by three firefighters. 



 




