Friday, February 22, 7:30pm, at the Starr Library Local History Room
Michael Frazier, Teal Maps. Frank Teal was a surveyor who did most of his professional work in
Rhinebeck and Red Hook. His clients include Astor, Delano, Dows, Morton and Suckley to name a few.
The Rhinebeck Historical Society has nearly 1000 of his maps. Historian Michael Frazier will show us
some of these maps and tell us about Frank Teal’s personal history.

SAVE THESE DATES
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The Mills of Landsmans Kill
by David Miller

Our fall program schedule began in November with a
fabulous talk by Marilyn Hatch on the history of
Rhinebeck’s United Methodist Church. It was the third in
our series of the history Rhinebeck’s Churches. It was, once
again, great to be in the actual sanctuary while hearing about
the history of the Methodists in Rhinebeck. We had our
Holiday Party at the Rhinecliff Hotel. 50 people attended
and were entertained by the owner, James Chapman, telling
us about the history of Rhinecliff and the hotel. Last month
Steven Mann lectured on the Quakers in Dutchess County.
Steven was great and the large crowd, who came out on one
of the coldest nights of the year, really enjoyed the talk.
Once again all three programs will be running on PANDA
and will also be available to borrow at the Starr Library.

My wife and I take daily walks and runs through the
Village of Rhinebeck. Our path always crosses
Landsmans Kill at least once. I like to look at the water as
its level changes during the year; higher in the spring and
almost dry by the end of the summer. The kill is very
important to the drainage system of the village because
most of the storm drains empty into it, protecting us from
flooding during major storms. It was really tested in 2011
during hurricane Irene when the Lions Park was flooded
and water almost topped the Parsonage Street Bridge.
High water did top over the Route 9 Bridge closing the
road for a day. This started me thinking about the power
of water and the long history of the kill and its
relationship to Rhinebeck. In fact Rhinebeck would not
be here if it were not for the abundant supply of water
which ran its commerce.

On April 7, at 2:00 there will be a program held at the
Village Hall, 76 E. Market St., recognizing the properties
whose owners have restored the facades of their homes.
During the program, there will be a power point presentation
of each house with pictures from 1978 and 2012. When
the Village Historic District was up dated in 2012, it was
found that 15% out of the 380 structures in the Village of
Rhinebeck had been restore and it was felt that these
individual efforts should be recognized. These efforts
demonstrate and confirm our pride in the architectural
beauty of Rhinebeck. The Quitman Resource Center for
Preservation, Inc. and its Consortium of Rhinebeck History
Committee is the sponsor of this program. Refreshments
will be served.

Today, modern industry is powered by electricity
generated by oil, natural gas, nuclear, solar or wind
power. However, these sources of power have only been
available to us for a little over 100 years. Before that the
only source of industrial power was water. Waterwheels
with toothed gears were invented by the Greeks and
Romans over 2000 years ago as fulling, tanning or grist
mills and to crush or cut many other things. The mills
were built along a stream or on a channel diverted from a
river. In most of the mills the water was channeled either
over the top (overshot) or underneath (undershot) the
wheel. As the water flowed across the wheel the gears
transferred the power from the center shaft of the wheel
to where it was needed. As the centuries passed, mills
began to appear all over Europe. The number of them
exploded with the advent of the industrial revolution in
the mid 1700’s as the civilized world changed from an
agricultural society to a mechanized one. Rhinebeck was
a part of this revolution as early industry was drawn to
Rhinebeck by it’s abundance of water power from both
the Sawkill (Red Hook) and Landsmans Kill. The first
mill in Rhinebeck was built in 1710. You can see both of

We are working with the Rhinebeck Middle School to have
a local history event in the village. The entire 7th grade will
be visiting 5 sites on May 24, 25. Our tentative list is the
DAR house, The Reformed Church, The Beekman Arms,
The Post Office and the RHS Archives at the Starr. We will
need volunteers to assist us as we provide instruction to
about 100 students at the five sites.
The Progressive Dinner committee is working hard on this
July’s dinner. We are in the process of selecting two
fabulous houses to show to you. Please stay tuned for
information about the event in the May newsletter.
David Miller, President
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the kills on this pre-1812 map of Rhinebeck from the
book by Edward Smith, “History of Rhinebeck”, 1881.

Starting at the East end of the kill at Miller’s dam was a
grist mill probably built around 1739. This site was
owned by Rutsen, Schuyler and then Miller. Further
downstream there were carding, plaster and saw mills.
There was an ice house, owned by Louis Asher, near
Crystal Lake. In the winter blocks of ice were cut and
removed from the lake and stored in the ice house.
During warm weather the ice was then transported by an
enclosed cart to people’s homes for their ice boxes. The
ice was used, in this pre-refrigeration age, to preserve
food or provide cold drinks. The last mill before Albany
Post Road was at the west end of Crystal Lake. It was
owned, at one time, by Beekman and then Peter R.
Livingston. It was built in 1715 as a grist mill and
eventually converted to a paper mill. Below is a
photograph, from the RHS collection, of the wheel from
this mill.

From Smith’s ‘History of Rhinebeck’, 1881
From my initial research, there were about a dozen or so
mills along each of the kills in the 1700’s. Since the
Landsmans Kill bisects the Town of Rhinebeck the focus
of this article will be its mills. A number of dams were
built along to the kill to create mill ponds to store water
for use in the mill and give the water a sufficient head to
produce the power to operate the mill works. What we
know today as Crystal Lake was such a pond. The sluces
of the dams were shut down at the close of the work day
so that water could build up overnight and be available
for the next days work.
Tracking down the actual mills along the kill has proved
challenging. The problem is that, during the 200 or so
years that the mills were in existence, many of them had
multiple owners and multiple functions. Mills changed
from saw or grist to something else as the local need
arose. I found, in the RHS archives, a letter from James
H. Snyder to Jacob Strong (editor of the Gazette
Advertiser) dated February 7, 1941. In it he describes his
recollection of 14 mills along the kill. I started with this
information and tried to cross reference the mills based
their location along the kill using the material listed in the
bibliography at the end of the article. Please note that
some of my information was found in old issues of the
Gazette Advertiser using the new online website
‘Fultonhistory.com’.
Here is what I came up with. Some of the mills are named
on this small section of a 1800 map of Rhinebeck
showing the lower end of the kill at the river.

Courtesy of the Rhinebeck Historical Society
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On the west side of route 9 was a grist mill owned by
Traphagen (owner of the Traphagen Inn now known as
the Beekman Arms). When Col. Henry B. Livingston
returned from the Revolutionary War he purchased this
mill and hired Daniel McCarty to be head miller here. His
son Stephen who built my house and many other
structures in Rhinebeck spent his early years at the mill.
Heading down stream at the junction of Landsman and
the Rhinebeck Kills, there was a saw and a grist mill built
in 1774 by Richard Montgomery. It was later owned by
Pindar and then Van Steenburgh. Morgan Lewis owned
a paper mill at the Buttermilk Falls and a saw mill at
Foxhollow . The last mill was at Dows dock below
Rupert’s bridge on the Hudson. It was a grist mill owned
by Beekman and then Tillotson. It was built 1710 and was
the oldest mill in Rhinebeck. It has been quite a challenge
trying to figure out what businesses were in operation 2300 years ago on the kill. If anyone has more information
about the mills on the Landsmans Kill I would love to
hear from you.

Don McTernan is an RHS board member. Many years
ago Don’s father Henry wrote a poem and Don asked that
we include it in the newsletter.
AN OLD HOUSE NEVER DIES
It was a dreary place when first we came
And gazed upon its faded frame,
A gloomy scene of dreams long dead,
A spot from which all life had fled.
There was misery even in the sound
Of the sighing winds in the pines around.
The leaves were knee-deep on the lawn,
The hedges high and long unshorn
And latticed fence and rustic gate
Had long since known the kindlings’ fate.
The windows closed with shutters stout
Had helped to keep the vandals out,
While thick dust 'round the front door lay
As if to bar our passageway.
The creaking door at last we opened wide
And let the warm air seep inside;
Our footsteps sounding thru the hall
Heralded our presence from wall to wall
And as the sun peeped in each tiny frame
The old house seemed to breathe again.

These maps are easier to see in color. I urge you to look
at this article at our website,
Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org. I also wanted to thank
Nancy Kelly and Marilyn Hatch for helping with my
research and editing this article.
Bibliography:

Then one by one the workmen came,
Each in his trade had won his fame,
And 'mid the noise of rush and clamor,
They waved their wands of brush and hammer
And soon before us stood arrayed
The magic that their skill had made.
We often marvel at the sight,
The old house dressed in shiny white,
The trim and shutters match the green
Surrounding hemlocks noble sheen.
The hedges cut in quaint design
Along the walks and fences line;
Across the lawn the robins play
And bird songs fill the air all day.
The roses rambling everywhere
Nod to the phlox and tulips fair.
Every flower that you can name
Adds color to our picture frame
And there the old house sets serene
Like some stately sylvan queen,
As if to make one realize tis surely true,
AN OLD HOUSE NEVER DIES
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By Henry J. McTernan, 1939
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Steven Mann Family
Research Services
Quaker Roots –
Dutch -- Huguenot
smann2@hvc.rr.com;
845-876-6892

All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.
We have monthly public programs,
mostly at the Starr Library Local
History Room. We are always looking
for speakers with tales to tell about
local history. If you are interested in
making a presentation or know
someone who may be interested,
please contact David Miller as well.

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

The Rhinebeck Historical Society
proudly presents

The History of Laura Franklin Delano
In Her Former Home
Saturday May 18th, 2013 from 4-6pm
Leigh Anne Bishop, filmmaker and current owner of Delano’s home, will share with us the history of President
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s favorite cousin. Ms. Bishop will show segments of the film she is making about Laura
Delano, followed by a question and answer session. A tour of the property and light refreshments are included.

NO RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED WITHOUT PAYMENT (SPACE LIMITED)
Seating for 40 people only!
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Please detach and send with check payable to RHS, Mail to Rhinebeck Historical Society
Box 291 Rhinebeck, NY 12572
Name____________________________________________
Address___________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ # of tickets_____ at $10 per person, Amount enclosed ____________
Attendance is limited to 40. Reservations required. Checks must be received no later than May 10, 2013
Driving Directions – 76 Delano Drive, Rhinebeck, NY 12572 – From the center of Rhinebeck Village
proceed 4 miles south on route 9, make left onto Delano Drive (at the bottom of the hill before
Southlands), proceed up the hill to a cul-de-sac at the top. Drive between the two large stone columns,
proceed up the hill and park along the side of the road.

If you have not already paid your dues for 2013 please use the form below:

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2013

Individual……………..………………..$25.00
Family………………………..……..….$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…...$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in quarterly newsletters, and a link on our website to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………..$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2013

Amount of additional donation (optional)…………....$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED…………………………………….$______
Please make checks payable to

Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with this form to

RHS, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572. Thank you for your support—RHS is a nonprofit organization
and your membership is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
All who provide us with email address will automatically receive color electronic
newsletter as a Pdf attachment, regardless of your choice below.

NEWSLETTER CHOICE:
I also want to continue to receive printed black and white newsletter.
Circle one: Yes or No
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Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Newsletter
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, April 26, 7:00 pm at the Wurtemburg Church
Pastor Mark Isaacs will lecture on the history of the church. This program is the next in our series of
the history of the churches of Rhinebeck. Refreshments will be served.
We are starting the event at 7:00pm to give everyone time to drive there.
(The Church is located at 371 Wurtemburg Road just off of Route 9G)
Saturday, May 18, 4:00pm at Laura Delano’s former home
Filmmaker Leigh Anne Bishop is working on a movie about Laura Delano. Leigh Anne owns Laura's
house and the event will be taking place there. Leigh Anne will present the film with a talk about
Laura's life and her house. There will be a question and answer session after the film. You will have
an opportunity to walk around the grounds after the talk. Refreshments will be served.
(Reservations required - see flyer inside this newsletter)

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, March 22, 7:30 pm at the Starr Library Local History Room
John Lobotsky, who has been in the farming business in Rhinebeck all of his life, will lecture on the
history of farming in Rhinebeck. Refreshments will be served.

