Sunday, November 10, Civil War Voices at the Elmendorf Inn in Red Hook
Volunteers from Red Hook and Rhinebeck served on the front lines of the Civil War. In a Veteran’s Day program cosponsored by the Historical Societies of Rhinebeck and Red Hook, the war comes alive once more in readings from their
letters home and first-person journals. Program, including exhibits of Civil War artifacts, will be the Elmendorph Inn, 7562
North Broadway (Rte. 9), Red Hook. Free and open to the public. Refreshments to follow.

SAVE THESE DATES

RHS: Winter 2013
President's Message Winter 2013

the same in the Turkey Trot on Thanksgiving morning. So
getting older does have some benefits. Lastly, on behalf of
the RHS board, I want to wish you and your family all the
best during the upcoming holiday season.

In September historian Steven Mann led us on a tour of the
Cemetery of St. Pauls Lutheran Church of Wurtemburg.
Steven talked about the origins of many of the famous
families of Rhinebeck. On October 25th I gave a lecture on
the history of cigar making in Rhinebeck. I showed the
audience maps, photos and told stories that shed light on
what life was like in Rhinebeck 150 years ago. Both of these
programs were filmed and are available on our website and
in the Starr Library video collection shortly.

David Miller, President
The Barge Milan (1844 – 1896)
by Bruce Dedrick
Captain William S. Cramer was initially captain of this, one
of the first barges on the Hudson River, and one that used
steam to travel, via a steam tow boat. Unlike the river
sloops, it could even travel against the wind and tide!
Depending on conditions, the sloops could at times take
close to a week to get to NYC from upriver, but now with
steam, the trip was made in less than 24 hours. Some of the
early steamers were quite dangerous with exposed
machinery, boilers that exploded, and other perilous
mechanical failures. In the early days, people tended to stay
away from these dangers and were happy to travel by barge
being towed along on such a lovely waterway, and some
barges were known for their fine cuisine and comforts. The
Milan was advertised as “The elegant and commodious
barge Milan, Captain William S. Cramer”. The Rhinebeck
barges carried both freight (mainly upriver produce) and
passengers, although some were designed more one way
than the other. The captain of the Milan and the stewardess
Jennie Pierce, were both from Rhinebeck. Jennie was a
black woman, and an attempt to track her down to see if she
was a freed slave had no success. She probably ended up in
“Potters Field”, the “Section E” portion of the Rhinebeck
Cemetery, where the black folks were laid to rest back then,
with wooden crosses, which today are unmarked graves. In
1846 the Milan sailed from Slate Dock every Tuesday at
5pm and left NYC at 5pm Saturdays for the trip back home.
She was towed by the “Steamboat R. L. Stevens” captained
by Robert L. Maybe. The steamer was named after Robert
Livingston Stevens, who was quite an interesting inventor,
among many other things, if you care to look him up.

As many of you know the former home of Deborah Dows
was destroyed by fire in 2011. While no one was injured in
the blaze and all the horses were safe in their stables, the
building contained an archive of the papers, photos, and
artwork covering the history of the Southlands Foundation,
Deborah Dows, and the Dows-Olin estate. Much of the
archive was destroyed or damaged by the flames, smoke,
and water.
It is through the efforts of the Southlands board and
volunteers that what remained of the archives was collected,
dried off, and put into storage boxes. Eve D'Ambra led the
effort assisted by Tom Hill, Brenda Klaproth, Peggy
LaBelle, Robert Nieuwenhuizen, Lily Palaia, Tracy Priest,
Michele Tugade, and the Southlands staff.
Recently the Southlands Foundation board donated this
important collection to the Historical Society and we thank
them for their contribution. A Southlands member, Peggy
LaBelle, and members of the historical society began
reviewing, photographing, and cataloging the collection in
preparation for restoration work. We will be working with
Peggy to obtain grants to restore the items in the collection.
On a personal note I have been reflecting on my life since
passing my 70th birthday last month. I have come to the
realization that the past 10 years that I have spent in
Rhinebeck has been the best decade of my life. The
Rhinebeck community has made Judy and me feel welcome
and accepted us into their way of life as if the Millers have
been here for generations. It has been a pleasure to serve as
your Rhinebeck Historical Society President as well as the
other committees that I serve on in the community. Last
month I ran in the Rhinebeck FalI Foliage 5K and finished
first in my new age group of 70 and above and hope to do

Here is a description of the barge Milan by Morse 1908.
“The barge had two decks and a hold. In the hold at the stern
was a room for men, with a bar, table and seats. Around the
sides were berths. In the rear was a wash-room and lavatory.
On the main deck above was a fine cabin, with a few
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sleeping rooms and berths for women in front. A dressingroom on the end; windows along the sides. The center was a
saloon or sitting room, provided with chairs, sofas and small
tables for the use of passengers. Here quiet games were
played; books and papers read; conversation enjoyed. At the
upper end of this cabin was a long- table at which meals
were served. A kitchen, with china and linen closets
adjoined. The meal was a feature of the trip. The table was
bountifully supplied. The food well cooked. The passengers,
as a rule, hungry. The captain was seated at the head; he
directed the serving and was a great entertainer. The meal
hour was thoroughly enjoyed. It was anticipated with
pleasure. Expectations were realized. The fifty cents charged
for the meal was well invested. The “Milan," after years of
service, was succeeded by the “Rhinebeck," and that by the
“Enterprise." These were the Slate dock barges. The Long
dock barge was the “Clinton." The history of one is that of
all. The barges were towed by steamboats, the Chancellor
Livingston, Indiana, Robert L. Stephens, in the early days.
The freighting trade was large and profitable. Townspeople
visiting the metropolis for a few days often lived on the
barge during their stay, returning home on the up trip. The
barge carried a varied cargo. Farm products, baled hay and
straw, flour, grain and feed, livestock, cows, calves, sheep,
lambs, poultry, bound for the city slaughter houses.
Frequently horses for the street car lines. ''Bahing," bleating,
neighing and crowing were musical accompaniments of the
down trip.”

January 7, 1845 - There was an ad in the Evening Mirror
newspaper of NYC (which sold for 2¢). It was for some
“snake oil” cure for deafness called “Dr. McNair’s Acoustic
Oil”. I wonder how docs got the name “quack”. The ad
said: “We would also refer the incredulous to Capt. Mann,
of the barge Milan, for Rhinebeck, who experienced
personally the charming effects of this oil.” Now I also
wonder just what the captain did with that oil. Hahaha! I
stopped counting this ad when it was found in over 30
editions of this newspaper, and there were a few more after
that!

For those who have not seen “Historic Old Rhinebeck”, a
1908 book by Howard H. Morse (who was a “local”), it is
highly recommended as a fantastic source (and fairly
accurate) of Rhinebeck’s history. There is a slight error
above with the succession of barges, but this is acceptable.
It is available as an “ebook” and can be downloaded for free,
which makes it even better!

It seems that the ad’s reference to “Capt. Mann, of the barge
Milan, for Rhinebeck” was just as bogus as “Dr. McNair’s
Acoustic Oil”. No reference whatsoever could be found to
any such well-oiled, or otherwise, Hudson River captain by
the name of Mann. Further, the only Capt. Mann anywhere
near the Hudson River was one up at Schoharie (near
Schenectady, NY). In 1777 he was a military captain of the
Schoharie Militia, who turned into a defector and traitor. He
declared himself a "friend of King George" on August 8th,
and drew away some people to join the British troops and
support Gen. John Burgoyne. We all know what happened
to Burgoyne, over the next two months, at the Battles of
Saratoga, which was the turning point of the war

If you look at the 1846 Slate Dock ad you may notice that
the steamboat R. L. Stevens was a little busy with her trips
up and down the Hudson. She left the barge Milan in NYC
and squeezed in another couple trips before picking her up
again, and bringing her back to Rhinebeck. That was about
400 miles the steamer covered, by running 4 days a week.
She would have done some other “local jobs” during the
other 3 days. On some boats, the skipper’s whole family
lived there while he worked. This was especially true with
the “canal boats”, across the river from Rhinecliff at
Rondout. Nothing was found to indicate this was the case
with the Milan or R. L. Stevens, but it certainly is a
possibility. It was go, go, go most of the time with little
time off; however, during the winter they got a long break,
when the river was iced up. One last thing with the ad. At
the bottom, the items for sale at Slate Dock are listed. Look
at the last one… “and Ale by the barrel”. Hahaha!
Remember… there were ice houses there, so it was probably
icy cold too!

1844 - 1859 Some Examples of Consignments (as arrived
in NYC from Rhinebeck)
--- 1844 - 2000 bushels oats, 1000 bushels rye, 1200 bushels
corn, 150 bales hay, 350 bales straw, 75 bags feed, 157 tubs
butter, 12 barrels eggs, 15 boxes honey, 4 baskets currants,
378 sheep and lambs, 15 calves, 5 cows and calves, 10 cords
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wood, 74 dog scythes (?), and 9 cases of goods. These last 2
items elude me.

Dad were always hollering down the stairs at me to stop
what I was doing! Hahaha! As well as all the loud noises
(minor explosions) and bad smells from generated gases and
smoke, I used to dim the lights with my “poor man’s”
Jacobs Ladder made with mom’s pie dish full of salt water,
a coupe carbon cores from flashlight batteries with
clothespins firmly holding a split electrical cord against
them, and the other ends of the split (held down by 2 rocks)
passing current through mom’s pie dish! I would hold the
clothespins in my hands and strike quite an arc across the
carbon! Sadly, mom’s pie dish couldn’t stand as much heat
as it should have… and it split in two with a perfectly
straight crack across the center. Mom was not at all happy
about that.

--- 1846 - As well as all the other cargo on this shipment,
there were 1000 sheep and lambs.
--- 1847 - 3000 bushels corn, 2000 bushels oats, 150 bales
hay, 4000 bushels potatoes, 25 barrels rye flour, 25 barrels
apples, and 50 bales straw, all consigned to Capt. Cramer.
34 bundles paper consigned to Perry & Brooks. 50 barrels
potatoes consigned to Clark & Stow. For those who may
not know; if you have ever walked along Landsman Kill
from Mill Pond, on Mill Road, down to the river, you would
have encountered a large dam on Bergles’ place, where he
generated his own power. The dam was built on top of
Buttermilk Falls, and at that location there once was a paper
mill, and that could be where the 34 bundles of paper came
from. We used to do a fair bit of fishing down through that
run of creek when I was a lad, and it was also good for
ducks and trapping. Cheesy and I even took my duck boat,
from Mill Pond, all the way down to the river. There were a
couple portages, but it was great fun!

March 20, 1861 - New York Herald
FOR SALE - ONE SPAN OF MULES AND A FERRY

--- 1859 - Included were 34 barrels of cider; sweet cider I
assume… but then again, times were “hard”.

Both the Mules, $300; Ferry Boat, $400. For further
particulars address J. Handley, Milton, Ulster county; or
inquire on board the barge Milan, foot of Murray street, N.
Y. Mules and horses used to power ferry boats on tread
mills that turned the paddle wheels. Before steam, one used
to cross the Hudson at Long Dock.

February 22, 1855 - New York Daily Tribune

December 4, 1861 - New York Herald

FOR SALE.—The barge MILAN will be sold at Public
Auction, at the landing of the subscribers, at Rhinebeck,
Dutchess County, on Monday, Feb. 26, at 12 o'clock, noon,
to close the concern. Terms made easy. Said Barge now lies
at the foot of Robinson st., North River, New-York, where it
can be seen. For further particulars, inquire of H.
Williamson, No. 164 West st. W.M Tremper, John J.
Phillips, Wm. B. Platt, Wm. S. Cramer.

SLEIGHS - FOR SALE, TWO SIX SEATED SLEIGHS,
finished in the latest style, for $50 less than the usual price.
Can be seen on the barge Milan, foot of Murray street. For
further information inquire of the Captain, on board the
barge or of the subscriber C. T. ORDWAY. This is kind of
an unusual cargo, and if she isn’t careful, she will get frozen
in the ice at NYC at this time of year.
1868 - She was purchased by Mr. David Vrooman to run
from Athens to NYC every 10 days.

April 21, 1856 - New York NY Evening Express

1868 - She took the “Sons of Temperance”, from Athens, on
an excursion to Tivoli. Looks like she’s gone to hell!

Fire At Rhinebeck.—The tide was unusually high on the
North River Monday night. As far up as Rhinebeck it
overflowed the wharves, and by slacking a lot of quick-lime,
set fire to the storehouse, which was entirely consumed,
with a large quantity of grain. The barge Milan, lying
alongside the wharf, and nearly loaded for market, also took
fire and burned to the water’s edge, by which time she
reached the opposite side and grounded. The establishment
belonged to John McKeese & Co., and we understand they
have no insurance.

1873 - She was towed by the steamer Ohio, out of port at
Albany or Troy (not sure which).
1876 - The “commodious” Milan was doing more
excursions from Athens with Prof. E. Lee’s band on board.
March 29, 1877 - Rhinebeck Gazette

Instead of “slacking” it should be “slaking”, which is a
chemical reaction with water and lime (calcium oxide),
generating calcium hydroxide and much heat. You can also
have some fun with sodium and water! An earlier story
covered my “lab” (really dad’s cellar), and a huge chemistry
set that my uncle Carl gave me when I was a kid. Mom and

The Nichols & Pennoyer passenger and freight line have
arranged to have the steamer Andrew Harder, Captain A. P.
Black, leave Barrytown, from lower dock, every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday, and the barge Milan, Captain H. D.
Pennoyer, on Fridays during the season. Returning, the
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Andrew Harder will leave New York from the foot of Canal
street, every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, and barge
Milan from foot of 84th street, North river. S. W. & V. E,
Coon will conduct the freighting business at Barrytown and
spare no efforts to guarantee satisfaction to their customers.
It’s nice to see her back down on our reach of the
river. Barrytown is just a stone’s throw away from where
she started out her career, at Slate Dock.

some way, or maybe they were even lucky enough to have
travelled on her!
Comment added to Facebook:
Re: Jennie (also Jenny) Pierce. Information was just
received that she does indeed rest in Potter’s Field, or
“Section E”, of the Rhinebeck Cemetery. What made me
smile with this info, was that she is one of the very few to
have a stone grave marker, unlike all the other unmarked
graves. This could well be due to her being a popular
stewardess on the Milan. Another thing… we now also
know that she died in 1870 at the age of 94, meaning she
was born c1776, a very magical year! Given these dates and
her age, it is quite likely that she was a freed slave, of which
there were many in Rhinebeck. Some may not know… NY
was way ahead of other states (and Lincoln), when it came
to abolition. Thank you Beverly.

There were a couple deaths on the barge Milan. One was an
accident on deck while loading hay and the other was an
intentional shooting during an excursion on the Hudson.
Also, on a Sunday, in June of 1888, the barge Milan, which
then had new owners a bit further upriver from Rhinebeck,
was used as an excursion vessel on the Delaware River near
Philadelphia, where the High License Law prevented the
sale of alcohol on Sundays. The loophole of traveling on the
water, and not being land based, was used to sell heaps of
whiskey, rum, and beer, which were consumed to the beat of
their own band, which they had onboard. I bet the band also
got thirsty! This is a far cry from carrying Rhinebeck’s
produce down to NYC, and manufactured goods, etc. back
to Rhinebeck on the return trip, but at least she was still a
working vessel after nearly 50 years of service.

Bruce E. Dedrick - Bio
Born in 1946, and like others from that time and long before,
living in a small country village on the Hudson River, such as
Rhinecliff, with plenty of woods, other waters, and marshes
around; I was drawn to these areas. Hunting, fishing, trapping,
and simply exploring all there was to see and discover, made my
childhood so very rich and rewarding. Listening to the old-timers
talk of bygone days was just so fascinating. The objects of some of
their stories were found; out in the middle of the woods, inside
caves and old buildings, along the banks of streams, jutting out of
the river, and so on. Finding such exciting things, combined with
stories handed down through the family, led to my initial interest
in Town of Rhinebeck history. I always felt that I was born at the
wrong time, and that I belonged back a hundred years or so.
A four year enlistment in the USAF led to me discovering
computer and other associated military technology. As an Aircraft
Control and Warning Operator, my stated mission was D. I. I. D.,
being; Detect, Identify, Intercept, and Destroy. I was one of the
fellas that sat in a dimly lit “blue light” room full of electronic
gizmos. Upon discharge, commercial computing was the calling,
and where the next 40 years were spent.

August 1, 1896 - Troy Daily Times - CASTLETON.—The
barge Milan left for New York last night.
After 52 years in service, and once being burnt down to the
water line, this is the last we hear of the Milan. After a fair
bit of research (not evident by this article), a kind of affinity
is developed for the Milan, and when the old gal disappears,
it’s a bit like losing an old friend. This is probably hard to
understand for most folks, but I’m sure that some will know.
If John Henry Ochs’s wife told him; “I’m sick and tired of
it… it’s either that old lawn mower of yours, or me!”…
John would quickly move out of the house, and into the
garage, to be with his 31 year old Work Horse garden
tractor. Bottom dollar says she has a name!

In 1974, Australia had a big need for systems analysts and
programmers. Having the qualifications, and a previous taste of
SCUBA diving, and with my love of the wilderness way of life,
my plan was to go to Australia on a two year government contract,
with travel (28 day cruise) and accommodation generously
provided. I would dive the Great Barrier Reef, catch heaps of
seafood, play with the sharks and crocodiles, and move to the
Alaskan wilderness after two years. I have done much of this over
the years, haven’t made it to Alaska yet, and have been here in
Australia since 1974. I’m thinking about staying here now.After
retiring a while back, I have written a fair few short stories of a
historic nature, using the internet (free sites only), as my sole
source of research information. I hope you enjoy them as much as
I do. Cheerio. 

Our grandparents and other ancestors further back, would
have definitely seen this Hudson River beauty, the Milan,
passing by. Perhaps they were involved with her freight in
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The Rhinebeck Historical Society

Holiday Party
at the rhinecliff

Friday December 13th, 2013
6.00pm—7.30pm

The Women Who Saved Rhinebeck
In the early 1970’s four Rhinebeck women challenged developers
who had proposed large scale residential and commercial plans that
would have had a dramatic negative impact on the destiny of Rhinebeck.
Not before, nor since has Rhinebeck faced such formidable threats.
Sally Mazzarella, Dorie McKibben and Kay Verrilli will share their experience.
- Enjoy mulled wind and cider and light hors d'oeuvres- Share holiday cheer with old friends For information call 845.876.7462 or e-mail michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Please detach and send with check payable to RHS, Mail to Rhinebeck Historical Society Box 291 Rhinebeck, NY 12572

Name____________________________________________ Address_________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ # of tickets___________ at $15 per person Amount enclosed $____________
Seating is limited. Reservations required. Checks must be received no later than 10 December, 2013

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

Steven Mann Family
Research Services
Quaker Roots –
Dutch -- Huguenot
smann2@hvc.rr.com;
845-876-6892

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:
As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are FREE
from Time Warner. Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.

Stamp

THE
RHINEBECK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Doing Local History Research?
P.O. BOX 291
RHINEBECK,
NEW YORK 12572

Officers and Trustees
David Miller – President
Michael Frazier- Treasurer
James Chapman- Trustee
Joy Gross – Trustee
John Lavin – Trustee
Don McTernan - Trustee
Beverly Sloane - Trustee
John Vincent – Trustee
Elma Williamson – Trustee Emeritus

Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Newsletter
UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, December 13, Rhinebeck Historical Society Holiday Party, 6:00 pm at the Rhinecliff Hotel
In the early 1970’s four Rhinebeck women challenged developers who had proposed large scale residential and
commercial plans that would have had a dramatic negative impact on the destiny of Rhinebeck. Not before, nor
since has Rhinebeck faced such formidable threats. Sally Mazzarella, Dorie McKibben and Kay Verrilli will
share their experience. (See flyer inside of this newsletter)
Friday, January 31, Camp Hygiology, 7:30 pm at the Starr Library, Local History Room
Hygiology Country Club was Rhinebeck's earliest health spa. It was called “The Shangri-La of Vegetarianism”.
Located on Ackert Hook Road at the site of Mansakenning, Hygiology promoted vegetarianism and exercise
long before this became a popular route to health. Leonard Steinberg, current owner of the property, will talk
about the history of the property and his future plans for it. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Sunday, November 10, 3:00 pm, Civil War Veteran’s Day Program at the Elmendorf Inn in Red Hook
Please join us for a joint program sponsored by the RHS and Historic Red Hook (the new name for the Red
Hook Historical Society). We will be reading letters from and telling stories of our local veterans who fought in
the Civil War. Refreshments will be served.

