RHS: Winter 2018
Friday, November 30, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library – Benjamin Hevenor – Record and Reflection of His Civil
War Experience with RHS Board Member Duane Ragucci
Many books have been written about the Civil War. But, thanks to the generous contribution of Brenda Furlong to
the Rhinebeck Historical Society, and Jeffrey Antevil’s work scanning the collection, we are able to share the
personal account of Rhinebeck resident Benjamin J Hevenor’s journey through the Civil War. He served in the 150 th
New York Regiment under the leadership of Colonel John H. Ketcham. From his detailed, daily diary entries
beginning October 21, 1862 and ending June 7, 1865 Hevenor provides remarkable insight into his development as a
young soldier as well as an account of military duty and life during the Civil War. Refreshments will be served.

President's Message

What was the 1918-1919 flu pandemic?

We had two great programs to start off our fall season.
Neil Murray did a great job at our September meeting
portraying the WWI soldier. Trish Maloney in October
told us the story of women’s roles in WWI. These talks
concluded this year’s programs commemorating the
100th anniversary of the end of WWI. The armistice
will be remembered world wide this month on
November 11 and again next June 28 when the Treaty
of Versailles was signed officially ending the war and
our boys came back from Europe.
There is a new project that I wanted to tell you about.
The Rhinebeck Reformed Church has archives going
back to the 1700’s. We have wanted to look at their
material for a long time. This past year Mike Frazier
and volunteer Sue Quimby have been preparing a
detailed inventory of the Church archives and have
begun scanning the oldest documents as a way to
assure a longer life and greater accessibility in the
future to these valuable treasures from Rhinebeck’s
earliest history.
Next month we will have a much simpler holiday party
than in the past. Tony Musso will be speaking about
the third volume of his series ‘Hidden Treasures of the
Hudson Valley’. We will have some holiday treats for
you after the lecture.
Starting with this month’s program, all of our programs
are going to start at 7:00 pm instead of 7:30 pm. This
will allow the audience to reach home a little earlier,
especially during the winter.

What was life in Rhinebeck like during the 1918-1919 flu
pandemic?
by Beverly Kane
One hundred years ago this November there were two
major events that had a lasting impact around the world ~
the end of the Great War (World War I) and the worldwide
flu pandemic. What was to become known as the “Spanish
Flu” began in January of 1918 and continued to plague the
world through 1919.
There is no definitive answer as to where the flu started.
One widely held theory is Haskell County Kansas where it
appeared in January of 1918. Soldiers from Haskell County
brought the sickness to Camp Funston, an army training
camp in central Kansas and it spread from there. There are
several other theories, none of which consider Spain as an
originator, despite this fact it was widely known as the
“Spanish Flu.” It is interesting to note that in Spain, they
called it the “French Flu.”
No matter where it started, the influenza or flu pandemic of
1918 to 1919, killed more people than any other global
pandemic in recorded history including the Black Death,
the Bubonic Plague, Typhus and Cholera. An estimated
500 million people were infected worldwide which was
about one-third of the planet’s population at the time. An
estimated 50 million to 100 million people died. An exact
number cannot be determined due to the lack of records in
many parts of the world.
In the United States more than 25 percent of the population
became sick, and some 675,000 Americans died during the
pandemic. At the time, there were no effective drugs or
vaccines to treat this killer flu strain or prevent its spread.
Just imagine a world without flu vaccines or antibiotics to
treat secondary infections such as pneumonia. In the U.S.,
citizens were ordered to wear masks, while schools, theaters
and other public places were shuttered. The flu hit hardest
in crowded areas like cities and army training camps.
Smaller rural communities such as Rhinebeck were not hit

David Miller, President

1

as hard. In many areas of the country it is hard to imagine
the fear and suffering those residents lived through.
Though the pandemic lasted for two years, the strain of the
virus changed over the course of time and it was its most
virulent in the autumn of 1918.
So what was life like in Rhinebeck during this time? The
Rhinebeck Gazette provides clues to the lives of some of
the residents of this rural community.

On October 1 Emily Newman, 28 & Alvaro Ostrom, 63 die
of pneumonia. Emily leaves an infant “a few days old.”
Though pneumonia is not the flu, many who contract the flu
ultimately died from the resulting pneumonia. According to
town death records three more people die of the
flu/pneumonia in October, two in November, and two in
December. Countless others in surrounding communities
also succumb to the disease and hundreds were sick.

September 1918

One of the first mentions of the illness locally was that of
Rev J. G. Robinson Pastor of M E Church who was “sick
with Spanish Influenza and pneumonia which he contracted
while visiting a camp near Boston.” The front page of the
paper also announces that you “May use coal to check
pneumonia” indicating that is ok to use additional coal if
necessary in an effort to combat sickness. Included are 12
rules to follow to prevent disease.

On September 23rd it was reported that there were about
100 cases of Spanish Flu in Dutchess County. The
Rhinebeck Gazette [Gazette] reports on dozens who are
afflicted starting with those who have “serious colds.” The
flu arrives in earnest in October with many cases of “flu,”
“influenza,” “grippe,” “Spanish flu” and pneumonia.
In the September 28th Gazette the biggest story is the
announcement for a “Liberty Sing” in support of the Fourth
Liberty Loan Drive. The whole county is invited to the
event which was to be held at the Pawling estate, just south
of Rhinebeck, currently the Belvedere Mansion, on October
5th. It was billed as “real old-fashioned community singing”
lead by Albert Hoxie, foremost community song leader in
the US. Song sheets were to be distributed so that all could
participate. The event was to feature singers from the
Metropolitan Opera, the New York Symphony Orchestra,
and Patriotic singing from the “Navy boys at Peekskill”, and
others. It was also reported that a “…Motion Picture of the
meeting… will be taken by Universal Films Co. and
shown… throughout the country.” Ultimately over 1000
people from around the County attended the event which
was deemed a great success.
Also in late September all are encouraged to participate in
the Fourth Liberty Loan Drive and other ongoing war
related efforts. Residents are asked to collect peach pits and
deposit them at various collection points, the pits were used
to manufacture the charcoal used as a filter in gas masks.
Rhinebeck’s Hurdy Gurdy continues to make its rounds in
the local area raising money for the Soldiers Smoke Fund.
St Stephens College (Bard College) is being used as a
Military training school. Franklin Roosevelt, Assistant
Secretary of the Navy, returns from Europe with pneumonia
and is recuperating in Hyde Park. In addition to War efforts
women are encouraged to register to vote. In 1917 women
won the right to vote in New York and the 1918 general
election was their first opportunity to do so. Elizabeth
Sheak, 90, cast her first vote that year and was the oldest
person in Rhinebeck to vote. It was reported that she voted
the Republican ticket. On a lighter note the Starr Institute
announces the opening of its theater with its first film of the
year, The Last Law being shown on October 2. The price
for admission is 18 cents plus 2 cents for War Tax.

Rhinebeck Gazette, October 5, 1918

In the October 5th paper we start to hear more about the flu,
more people are reported as sick, “There are several cases of
pneumonia in this town and local physicians are kept busy,”

October 1918
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the first two Rhinebeck deaths occur. Front and center on
page one is an “Urgent call for masks to stop spread of
Spanish Influenza.” The masks are particularly needed in
crowded conditions such as those of the army training
camps.

Thompson House, Livingston St., Rhinebeck, NY
Image courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

November 1918
Schools and theaters had remained closed for two to three
weeks but by early November most schools have reopened.
Hillside church and school proudly reported that neither the
church nor the school ever closed.
By the second week in November, dozens of residents were
still sick, but with the schools now open, and reels of film
now spinning at the theaters again; those who were well
enough were ready to celebrate the end of the War.

Rhinebeck Gazette, October 5, 1918

On November 9th the front page of the Gazette reported on
the Peace Demonstration that was held on Thursday,
November 7th.

In response to increased concern over the spread of the
disease the Starr Institute discontinued its moving picture
shows, the Liberty Bond Rally was canceled, and the
Danbury Fair was called off.

Rhinebeck Gazette October 12, 1918

By the second week in October schools were also starting to
close and citizens are encouraged to avoid crowded places.
Church activities were cancelled and Liberty rallies
cancelled or poorly attended. The draft has been suspended
due to sickness in the camps. The Thompson House, the
precursor to Northern Dutchess Hospital, had loaned
equipment to emergency hospitals in Poughkeepsie, had
been filled to capacity during the epidemic, and had to turn
some people away.

Rhinebeck Gazette, November 9, 1918
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11th. It is interesting to note that it was not considered front
page news at the time. The front page contained only a few
references to the Armistice, with most of the emphasis on
other wartime activities.

It seemed that Peace was at hand! “The glad tidings that
Germany had laid down her arms and quit fighting reached
Rhinebeck Thursday at one o’clock and the news electrified
the community as nothing else could do… There were
…impromptu parades consisting of a couple hundred
children and many grown-ups all carrying flags and scores
of automobiles tooting their horns and gaily decorated with
bunting and flags. …the whole populace for miles around
was… shouting and cheering… great bonfires sent glowing
gleams above cheers and illuminated the heavens with a
golden hue….”
Hmmmm, I had always heard that the Armistice came on the
“eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month?”
Sadly, after a day of joyous celebration it was learned that
declaration of peace was premature. The Armistice was
signed on November 11, 1918 and an even bigger
celebration was held on Monday, November 11th.

Victory Celebration, November 1918.
Image courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

Rhinebeck Gazette, November 16, 1918

“The demonstration last week Thursday… served well as a
rehearsal for the ‘blow out’… when the people exuberantly
expressed their joyousness at the final news that the fighting
in the greatest war recorded in the annals of history had
ceased.”
It continues “… There was a restless spirit on the part of all
for the coming night’s demonstration.” During the day
“people forgot their meals and their business. The message
of peace came as manna from the skies and was victuals for
a world hungering and thirsting for the annihilation of the
beast of Berlin. …the streets were jammed with an ever
increasing crowd from miles around. From every section of
the village the fiery flames of burning tar barrels illuminated
the heavens and bathed the scene with their golden hues…

Victory Celebration, November 1918.
Image courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

The parade moved at eight o’clock with Peter Snyder as
grand marshal. Seventy-six gaily decorated automobiles
were in line. Two drum corps and a brass band furnished
the music and hundreds of bells, horns and other noise
producing devices added to the general din… hundreds of
citizens marched and waved the starry banner of freedom.
When the program of the night reached its conclusion, the
‘Beast of Berlin’ was hoisted by the neck to a wire
extending across the Beekman Arms Square and Kaiserism
was burned in the furnace of fire beneath. … A hearse
inscribed “Kaiser Dead Inside” was much in evidence
throughout the day.”

Victory Celebration, November 1918.
Image courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

On November 16th, the second page of the Gazette reported
a recap of the Victory Parade held on Monday, November
4

over 400,000 had died in the months of September through
November 1918 alone. But thankfully the virus had mutated
again and though the flu is still around it was not as lethal as
it had been in the past few months.

December 1918
Sickness and death are reported throughout November and
December including the death of Angelina Fichera, only 1
1/2, and Carl Butler, infant son of Mrs. Albert Butler, who
was seriously ill with pneumonia at the Thompson House
when he was born, Mrs. Butler survived.

It is estimated that over 675,000 Americans died during the
pandemic which would be the equivalent of over 2 million
people today. It is also estimated that as much as 25 percent
of the population came down with some form of the flu.
The life expectancy rate for the country dropped 12 years.
The population of Rhinebeck in 1918 was approximately
2700. Statistically over 650 of them would be infected, and
approximately 17 would die. By the end of 1918 nine had
perished and three additional deaths were reported in the
winter/spring of 1919. Cities and heavily congested areas
had a much higher rate of infection and death so the
statistics for Rhinebeck, a rural community, seem just about
on target.

On December 28th, the Gazette reported the death of Arthur
G. Haen, Lieutenant in the Aviation Corps of the United
States Army. He was a distinguished pilot and reported to
be one of the “most daring and skillful aviators of the
Corps.” The flu struck soldiers especially hard, given their
crowded living conditions and the high mobility of the
population. Fifty percent of approximately 4 million
military deaths in World War I were caused by the flu. Eight
of 180 Rhinebeck soldiers died during The Great War. Two
died in battle, six died from illness, mostly from the flu.

So what was life like in Rhinebeck during the 1918-1919 flu
pandemic? All in all Rhinebeck is emblematic of most any
other small town in upstate New York in the fall of 1918.
War efforts were the major headlines of the day. For a scary
few weeks in October of 1918 fear of the flu manifested
itself in closed public spaces and schools, cancelled events;
doctors, nurses and hospitals were overwhelmed. By early
November the fear of the flu did not go away, but it was
over shadowed by the joy of victory following the Armistice
on November 11th. The danger of the flu was subsiding, the
war was over. 1919 would be a better year.
There are hundreds of sources of information on the 19181919 flu pandemic and the numbers of those affected vary
widely. Most of the statistical information I have used is
from an article in Smithsonian magazine, November 2017,
pgs. 34-43.

Arthur Haen, aviator, with his brother Chet
Image courtesy of Museum of Rhinebeck History

The year ended with a wish to all from the Gazette, “If now
we could only sign an armistice with that pesky influenza
bacillus there would indeed be peace on earth and good will
to men.”

Rhinebeck Gazette, December 28, 1918

1919
Occasional reports of illness and deaths continue into the
winter and spring of 1919 but the worst of the epidemic was
over. On January 18th, headlines in the Rhinebeck Gazette
read “The Epidemic of Influenza ~ Will it Return?” The
article reported that over 32,000 died in New York in the
month of October alone. In the country it was estimated that

Rhinebeck Gazette, November 23, 1918
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

THE
RHINEBECK
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Officers and Trustees
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James Chapman- Trustee
Eve D’Ambra - Trustee
John Lavin – Trustee
Connie Lown - Trustee
Don McTernan – Trustee
Duane Ragucci - Trustee

Stamp

Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - U PCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, December 14, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library – Tony Musso – Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley
Volume 3
In this, the third volume of the Hidden Treasures of the Hudson Valley series, the author identifies another 55 lesser
known but historically rich sites, which played an important role in the establishment of the region. Tony’s talk will
highlight many of these sites.
Friday, January 25, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library - Pieter Estersohn – Life Along the Hudson: The Historic
Country Estates of the Livingston Family
A leading photographer of architecture and interiors, Pieter Estersohn is the author of Kentucky: Historic Houses
and Horse Farms of Bluegrass Country, and his work appears frequently in major shelter magazines, including
Architectural Digest. His book about the Livingston estates features three dozen country homes, many overlooking
the Hudson River, and offering some of the finest examples of American architecture and landscape design. All pair
exquisite interiors with expansive lush lawns and riverfront views. Constructed on land owned by the influential
Livingston family, who settled in the area in the late 17th century, many have been restored to their former splendor
by the original owners’ descendants as well as recent leaders of New York City industry and the arts.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, November 30, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library – Benjamin Hevenor – Record and Reflection of His Civil
War Experience with RHS Board Member Duane Ragucci
Many books have been written about the Civil War. But, thanks to the generous contribution of Brenda Furlong to
the Rhinebeck Historical Society, and Jeffrey Antevil’s work scanning the collection, we are able to share the
personal account of Rhinebeck resident Benjamin J Hevenor’s journey through the Civil War. He served in the 150 th
New York Regiment under the leadership of Colonel John H. Ketcham. From his detailed, daily diary entries
beginning October 21, 1862 and ending June 7, 1865 Hevenor provides remarkable insight into his development as
a young soldier as well as an account of military duty and life during the Civil War.

