RHS: Fall 2018
Friday, September 28, 7:30pm at the Starr Library – The World War I Soldier with Neil Murray
Educator, Military Historian and reenactor Neil Murray will focus on the material culture of the WWI
soldier. Clothing, gear, weapons, and accouterments, as well as personal items will be discussed and
displayed. A soldier of the First World War will come to life as he will be wearing and demonstrating how
to wear and use the various items that were essential to the American Expeditionary Force. General
Pershing’s Doughboys will "walk out the pages of a history book" and into the library as participants will be
able to interact with a fully equipped reenactor.

President's Message

Rhinebeck’s Famous Authors
by Jack Conklin
Our area has hosted several writers, many quite
famous, who lived, visited or were inspired to write
about the region. Henry James, Edith Wharton, Thomas
Wolfe, and Gore Vidal to mention a few, all have a
connection to this area.

I want to thank Bill Jeffway and Melodye Moore for
giving us a tour of the Dutchess County Historical
Society at Clinton House in Poughkeepsie. We were
shown their current projects and toured the archives.
Great things are happening at Clinton House!
Our work continues on entering the collection into our
database and getting the images up on our website. We
have just finished three more collections and we should
have 8,000 images (Pictures and PDF books) up on the
website by the end of the summer.
We are very fortunate so have so many volunteers
helping out in the archives. With some new additions,
we can have up to 10 people working on any Thursday.
They perform tasks such as repairing damaged items,
numbering the items in a specific collection and
entering them into our database and scanning the items
for display on our website.
We continue to film all of our programs and now have
60 videos up on our website from the past 6 years and
they have had almost 50,000 views on YouTube.
The back of the newsletter contains information about
3 great programs that we have planned for the Fall. The
next program, the WWI soldier, on September 28 will
be given by Neil Murray as part of our continuing
commemoration of the 100th anniversary of WWI. Neil
put on a great show a couple of years ago
demonstrating the uniforms and equipment of the
Revolutionary War Soldier.
I hope to see you at our programs but, if you cannot
make it, they will all be filmed and put up on our
website. Enjoy the rest of your Summer.
David Miller, President

Henry James

( 1843-1916)

Author Henry James never lived here, but was a
frequent visitor at Linwood. The Linwood Estate, a few
miles south of Rhinecliff, was originally built by
Margaret Livingston and her husband, Revolutionary
War Surgeon General Thomas Tillotson. It was
acquired by two brothers from the Albany area by the
name of John and Augustus James. After 30 years of
ownership, in 1861, the James brothers sold Linwood
to Jacob Ruppert, a wealthy brewer from New York. In
1964, Jacob Ruppert's grandson donated the property to
the Sisters of Saint Ursula. The good Sisters are still at
Linwood, and the property still has one of the most
dramatic vistas of the Hudson River.
Henry James, born in1843, was a prolific writer with
over 200 essays, novels, and reviews published by the
time of his death in 1916. Spending most of his literary
career abroad, his writings were noted for the masterful
creation of characters, psychological and moral
realism, but offering a low key, playful humor. Some
of his better-known works are “The Portrait of a Lady"
(1880); "Washington Square" (1880); "Daisy Miller"
(1878); and "The Wings of the Dove" (1902).
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Henry James, in his biography, "A Small Boy and
Others," describes an 1854 visit to his Uncle Gus's
residence at Linwood. He writes passionately about the
scenic Hudson River vistas. Although the original
Linwood is gone, the views are still with us and still
stunning. Many of the characters in his novels were
suggested by the "River People" in our area. He was a
friend and mentor to a young Edith Wharton.

Suckley's vacant estate Wilderstein. In her novel,
Rhinecliff is known as Jones Landing, and the story
includes a mechanic- chauffeur -handyman, who is
modeled after Suckley's real-life mechanic-chauffeurhandy man, John H. Newman. Edith describes, in great
detail, the dress and features of a woman in a portrait
hanging in The Willows. Her description could have
been taken from the Wilderstein portrait of Phoebe
Rutsen, the Suckley matriarch. There is little doubt that
our "River People influenced Edith Wharton." Edith
died in 1937 and is buried in France.
Thomas Wolfe

( 1900 – 1938 )

Thomas Wolfe, born in 1900 in Asheville, North
Carolina was a Harvard school friend of Olin Dows,
the painter of Rhinebeck's Post Office murals. Wolfe
died at a relatively young age – 37 -, but in his short
career published several significant works, including
"Look Homeward Angel" (1929); "The West and the
Rock" (1937); "You Can't Go Home Again" (1940);
and "The Hills Beyond." (1941).
Wolfe met Olin Dows when both were in Boston. Olin
was at both Harvard and MIT, and Wolfe was studying
at Harvard's Graduate School of Art and Sciences. Olin
befriended Wolfe and invited him to stay at Fox
Hollow, the Dows' family estate. Wolfe spent an entire
summer, living in the Gate House on South Mill Road
alongside the Landsman Kill near the site of the
waterfall. The house is still there, but unoccupied now.
His visit inspired the novel, "Of Time and the River,"
featuring embarrassing details of the Dows' life at Fox
Hollow. The family was not amused with Wolfe's
characterizations and vinaigrettes.
Edith Wharton

(1862 – 1937 )

Edith Wharton, born in 1862, the first female writer to
win a Pulitzer Prize, was immensely influenced by her
connection to the "River People." Her Aunt, Elizabeth
Schermerhorn Jones, built the Rhinecliff castle known
as Wyndclyffe, on property adjoining Linwood. Edith
visited her Aunt as a little girl and wrote of her horrible
experience living in this "Gothic Monstrosity." Edith's
ties to Rhinecliff become evident in her 1929 work
"Hudson River Bracketed," where her description of a
vacant Estate named The Willows is modeled after the
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In Wolfe's novel, the visit takes place over a three day
weekend, and starts with Olin's character – Joel Pierce
– picking Wolf up at the train station at "Rhinekill."
The storyline, in addition to the Dows family activities,
includes a Fourth of July celebration, with fireworks, at
the Astor Estate – the Paston Estate in the novel. Wolfe
describes the "miniature railroad, complete in all
respects in small-scale, not for some child but Hunter
Paston himself." He says that Paston (Astor) "loves
anything that has an engine in it – all kinds of
machinery, motor boats, automobiles, steam yachts."
No question Wolfe was describing Vincent Astor in the
same detail he described the Dows family. Wolfe uses
the now common phrase, "The River People" to
describe the Dows' neighbors.
One amusing scene in "Time and The River" begins
with dinner at Olin's grandfather's house. Olin's mother
has an argument with her stepmother over the
stepmother's treatment of the servant girls. She
marched them all to the hairdressers and had the hair
cut short because the "look" was more in keeping with
her newly decorated dining room! A true event. No
wonder the Dows were not happy with Wolf's novel.
Gore Vidal

Gore Vidal was once engaged to Joanne Woodward
before she married Paul Newman. They remained good
friends, and the Newmans were frequent house guests
at Edgewater. While at Barrytown, in 1960, Vidal ran
for Congress from the 29th District.

Gore Vidal was labeled an acerbic writer, an
iconoclastic author with unflagging wit. He considered
himself a "populist," whose essays empathized the
country's "serious wrong turns." He published 25
novels, two memoirs, and volumes of essays. His
novels include "Burr" (1973), "Lincoln" (1984), "The
City and The Pillar" (1948). He worked in Hollywood
as a screenwriter with credits for the movies "Ben Hur"
and Caligula." His plays include "The Weekend" and
"The Best Man." He was often a guest on TV talk
shows. Gore Vidal died in August 2012 at age 86.

(1925 – 2012 )

North of Rhinebeck, in Barrytown, stands an old
Livingston property that has been magnificently
restored. Now owned by the by the "Classical
American Home Preservation Trust," established and
financed by Richard Jenrette's legacy, the property was
once the home of author Gore Vidal. In 1950, the
emerging writer, two months shy of his 25th birthday
purchased Edgewater for $16,000. Gore lived there for
19 years and claimed the house made a positive change
in his writing style.

These Rhinebeck authors span 225 years, from Henry
James’s first publication in 1875 to Gore Vidal’s last in
2000. Not a bad record for this old town!

Gore Vidal was born in the Cadet Hospital at West
Point, where his father, USMA Class of 1919, was
serving as an instructor in the new field of aeronautics.
Gore's father was a superb athlete, an All American in
basketball and Captain of West Point's football team.
One of the first class of Army aviators, Luther Vidal,
would go on to co-found three major airlines; Trans
World, Eastern, and Northeast. Gore's alcoholic mother
abandoned the family when he was 10, leaving a
marked impression on young Vidal.
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The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
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Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ‐ UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Friday, October 19, 7:30pm at the Starr Library – Doing Our Part: American Women in The Great
War with Trish Maloney
The First World War has long been recognized by historians and social scientists as a transformative event in
the lives of American women. In this talk independent scholar, Trish Maloney, will examine the impacts of the
war on the roles of women, their attitudes towards war, and the choices they made in response to the conflict.
Friday, November 30, 7:30pm at the Starr Library – Benjamin Hevenor – Record and Reflection of His
Civil War Experience with RHS Board Member Duane Ragucci
Many books have been written about the Civil War. But, thanks to the generous contribution of Brenda
Furlong to the Rhinebeck Historical Society, we are able to share the personal account of Rhinebeck resident
Benjamin J Hevenor’s journey through the Civil War. He served in the 150th New York Regiment under the
leadership of Colonel John H. Ketcham. From his detailed, daily diary entries beginning October 21, 1862 and
ending June 7, 1865 Hevenor provides remarkable insight into his development as a young soldier as well as an
account of military duty and life during the Civil War.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, September 28, 7:30pm at the Starr Library – The World War I Soldier with Neil Murray
Educator, Military Historian and reenactor Neil Murray will focus on the material culture of the WWI soldier.
Clothing, gear, weapons, and accouterments, as well as personal items will be discussed and displayed. A
soldier of the First World War will come to life as he will be wearing and demonstrating how to wear and use
the various items that were essential to the American Expeditionary Force. General Pershing’s Doughboys will
"walk out the pages of a history book" and into the library as participants will be able to interact with a fully
equipped reenactor.

