Friday, November 18, at 7:30pm at the Starr Library, The Astor Maps
Michael Frazier and Connie Lown will discuss the Astor Map Collection. They will focus on their work cleaning,
restoring, and scanning this treasure trove of over 800 documents—many over 100 years old--, and what those
documents reveal about one of Rhinebeck’s most renowned families and their relationship with Rhinebeck. The
collection includes plans by such renowned architects as McKim, Mead, & White, Charles Platt, and Harrie T
Lindeberg, and by Civil Engineer Herbert Pinkham (in whose former home on River Road the collection was
found, preserved, and then donated to RHS by current owner Kay Verrilli). Some original plans will be on
display. Refreshments will be served.

President's Message Winter 2016
On Friday, September 30, Scott Rector Chief of
Interpretation at Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic
Sites for the past 20 years will lectured on the 100th
anniversary of the National Park Service lectured on the
history of the 3 Hyde Park sites. Scott explained all of the
current renovations at the 3 sites that are being done to
preserve them for generations to come.
On Friday, October 28, Local historian Jack Conklin told
us about the history of Slate Quarry. The local quarries
were started about 1790, one of the first in the Hudson
Valley. The role of the Welsh in the development of the
trade and their contribution to the local area was
explored. Photos from the Slate Quarry Museum in
Granville, NY were included.
Both videos will be up shortly on our website and
available to borrow from the Starr Library Video
collection.
I hope that you will come to our annual holiday party at
the Rhinecliff Hotel on December 10. I will be lecturing
on the history of beer in Dutchess county as an expansion
of my article in the last issue of this newsletter. I have
more stories and photos to show you then I was able to fit
in my article. Wondering how hops are grown and beer is
made today I took a tour of Dutchess Hops in
Lagrangeville and the new brewery at the CIA and I have
two 10 minute videos to show you about how hops are
grown and how beer is made. It promises to be a fun and
educational evening.
This fall we hope to add nearly 1500 more images to our
website including 800 Astor maps. 400 new postcards
that Scott Cruickshank let us scan and 86 glass plate
negatives that are over 100 years old. I will give you an
update in our February newsletter.
David Miller, President	
  	
  
	
  

SAVE THESE DATES

RHS: Winter 2016

To the manor born: The extraordinary
journey of African American Revolutionary War
Veteran Andrew Frazier, Rhinebeck Cemetery.
We don’t know if in 1743 Andrew Frazier was born
free or enslaved at the Manor of Morrisania, most
likely the later. In his just-over-a-century life he would
see the rapid expansion of slavery in New York, then
its “gradual” abolition. He would see the land patents
of the wealthy turned into the freehold farmland of
Jefferson’s ideal agrarian economy, becoming a
landowning farmer himself.
He would become patriarch to a large family that
included soldiers in the Civil War. And his name
would be invoked three generations later when a lineal
descendant led the call for equal opportunity into the
early 20th century and through WWI.
Burial
As was the tradition, he was
buried on his Milan
homestead in 1846. He and
other family members were
removed to Rhinebeck
Cemetery some time after
1900 (perhaps when the
farmland was sold outside the
family). The family plot has
grown to 19 headstones.
Andrew Frazier was African American, in part, or in
whole, with the debate of that particular issue
becoming part of the extraordinary story. The family
plot lies adjacent to section E, sometimes called Potters
Field, created in 1853 through a gift of Mary Garretson
for African Americans and the poor. Frazier’s
headstone reads “In the Revolutionary war 1776, In
memory of Andrew Frazier who died June 2, 1846
aged 102 years 11 months and 18 days.”

Having lived a long life, we have dozens of pages of
sworn testimony from Frazier and people who knew
him as he applied in 1834 for a Federal pension.
Allowed by Congress at the time, it required
extraordinarily detailed sworn testimony of the
veteran’s service. There was a bureaucratic to-and-fro
and paper trail that lasted ten years, so we know a lot!
In Andrew’s personal and direct sworn testimony in the
1830’s he said he was born in 1742, but he did not
know the exact date. How the precise date that reads
on the headstone came to be, we do not know.
We know that Frazier is a person of color. Among the
most prominent references to Frazier’s race among
pension testimony is that of John Armstrong Jr. who,
writing to the federal pensions commissioner from
Rokeby in 1839, said that Frazier as a testifier could be
relied on for “truth and integrity.” After Frazier’s
name in parentheses Armstrong wrote the words, “the
colored man,” for some reason.

We don’t know if Frazier was born free or enslaved,
but the numbers suggest the later. The Morris family
was not only one of the largest slave owning families
across both New York and New Jersey (more than 100
enslaved individuals), but was involved in the slave
trade itself as a business.
The 1755 slave census shows that Morrisania had 29
enslaved adults. Although named, the census did not
include anyone under the age of 15 and Andrew Frazier
would have been 11 or 12 years old. In terms of the
balance between the enslaved and free persons of color,
the 1790 Morrisania Census is revealing: with a total of
26 persons of color, 24 were enslaved and 2 were free.
Interlock of Morris, Graham and Frazier
In his pension application, Frazier says that he was
born in Morrisania, and that a record of his birth was
noted in the Graham family bible. This is an important
clue, despite the bible having been lost by the time
Frazier testified. (The British burned both the Graham
home and Morris home at Morrisania when they took
over New York City, perhaps it perished in that way).
Morrisania was erected into a Manor in 1697 to Lewis
Morris, (1671-1746) who was Chief Justice of New
York and Governor of New Jersey. He married into
the Graham family, as did his daughter. So the two
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families were very well connected through two
consecutive generations of intermarrying.
The achievements of the Morris family are well known
across New York and New Jersey, with many
illustrious members including a signatory to the
Declaration of Independence. The Graham family
owned land in Ulster County, Staten Island and New
Jersey. And had interests in both the Great Nine and
Little Nine Partners Patents in Dutchess County.
Graham family members ranged from New York
Attorney General to Surveyor General of New York
with Revolutionary War service ranging from
Colonels, to Captains and Lieutenants to a personal
scout to General Washington.
The move to Northern Dutchess
When James Graham died at Morrisania in 1767
(Frazier would have been age 25) several of his
children immediately moved to or engaged with the
Little Nine Partners Patent interest and claimed the
subdivided lots that had been just left to them. These
lots form what is now the central part of Pine Plains.
Two sons in particular
would be involved in
building houses there: Lewis
Graham and Morris Graham.
Both are still standing with
the former being restored,
and the later abandoned and
dilapidated. The Graham
children start showing up on
records by the late 1760’s,
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Charles Graham became
clerk of the town of Northeast (now Pine Plains) and
Morris Graham became Supervisor. But then war
broke out, calling the Graham children into service as

follows: Charles Graham, Captain; Augustine Graham,
Lieutenant; Morris Graham, Colonel; Lewis Graham,
Colonel; John Graham, scout for General Washington.
Frazier’s military service
Frazier initially served in 1775 under brothers Captain
Charles Graham and Lieutenant Augustine Graham.
But he served for the most part and most personally to
Colonel Morris Graham as Waiter or Body Servant
until 1778.
Frazier testifies in great detail about marching from
Pine Plains to Tarrytown, then to West Point, to Sing
Sing, and to Harlem and to New York City at the time
the British took possession. He retreated with
American troops to New Rochelle and Rye, and was in
battle of White Plains. He marched from Pine Plains to
Rhinebeck as the British burned Kingston.
He served as a wagon team leader, or driver, that
involved taking captured enemy arms to Armenia to be
melted down for re-use at the furnace there. He said he
spent a great deal of time “hunting Tories” and
restoring stolen property – all prior to becoming waiter
to Colonel Morris Graham.
Among the things that Andrew Frazier mentions in his
testimony of service during the war, was the fact that
he saw General Washington.

	
  
In what must have been a difficult moment for Andrew
Frazier as well, right after the Battle of White Plains,
Morris Graham was court-martialed when he was
accused by a Colonel Reed of cowardice, of retreating
without firing. Washington called for the court martial
to happen quickly. It happened within a few days.
Graham was quickly and fully acquitted. And he
served in visible and active roles through to the very
end of the Revolutionary War. But the incident must
have haunted him.
Morris Graham post-war years
The end of the war was not kind to Morris Graham. In
1791 the New York assembly passed a law to relive the
debt of Morris and Charles Graham, declaring them
insolvent through a series of “misfortunes.” And by
1798, Morris Graham’s stone house and 377-acre farm
in what is now Pine Plains were being sold off. He
moved north to Deerfield New York where he lived
with his sister Arabella. He died there in 1804 at the

age of 58. He never married. He was buried on the
family homestead in a small lot that by 1903,
newspaper accounts say, his gravestone was missing.
The small plot is today overgrown in a suburban stretch
of Deerfield.
Andrew Frazier post-war years
By contrast, Andrew Frazier had an extraordinary life
after the war. He had 11 children: four sons, although
for the most part, only one, Robert, stayed in the area.
He had three daughters who married, and four
daughters who remained single.
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He was able to buy farmland in Milan, a strip of land
that runs between what is now Willow Glen Road and
Woody Row Road, building a house there in 1809. His
son Robert was able to greatly expand the farm in size
and acreage in subsequent years. Although by the next
generation, the land seems to have been sold off due to
legal or financial pressures.
The large family was very well known in the area. But
one of his more famous descendants, who also happens
to be interred at Rhinebeck, was his greatgranddaughter Susan Elizabeth Frazier.
Susan Elizabeth Frazier
Her father Lewis (son of Robert of
Milan) had moved to New York
City and was a Coachman for a
wealthy 5th Avenue family, living
just off 5th Avenue himself. He
was a founder of and secretary to
the Coachman’s Union League Society. Susan grew up
in the city and attended Normal College.

Susan Elizabeth Frazier first established herself as an
advocate for greater roles for women and persons of
color by making a speech in 1892 at the Brooklyn
Literary Union called "Some Afro American Women
of Mark" which has been referenced from its time of
first presentation, through to contemporary books and
dissertations today. The speech was also published in
the AME Church Review (excerpt below).

DeLaporte. Mrs. DeLaporte was very generous and a
prolific researcher, collector, and historian. She was
founder and leader of the local DAR. She is quoted as
saying that she established
Frazier’s Washington
connection “without
doubt.” I have searched
some of Mrs. DeLaporte’s
original files and have yet
to find the connection.
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Her letters February 1932
letter to the federal
pensions office refers to Frazier as “a colored soldier.”
But by April she referred to him as a white
“Scotchman” who had “married an Indian” whose
descendants had “inter-married with the colored race.”
In 1894 Frazier applied for the position of New York
City public school teacher at a school with white
students. Later that year she received a request to meet
in person with School 58 principal F. W. James. Upon
meeting her, James declined to appoint her due to her
African American heritage, saying such an
appointment could "cause trouble." At the time,
African Americans were restricted to teaching only
other African Americans.
So she took her case to the courts which rejected her
plea in 1895. But she was eventually appointed May
26, 1896, after nationwide press attention, and the
lobbying of then-New York Governor Theodore
Roosevelt.
Press coverage at the time frequently mentioned her
great-grandfather’s role in the Revolutionary War. And
yet in 1911 her application to the DAR which was first
accepted, was rejected once it was discovered she was
a person of color. By 1918 she had won a local New
York city newspaper contest for being the most popular
teacher which took her to the battlegrounds of Europe,
especially important given her volunteer work for black
veterans. She died in 1924. She is interred in
Rhinebeck Cemetery in an unmarked grave within the
Frazier family plot.
Misperception
One misperception is that Frazier was body servant to
Washington. It may have been a combination of an
evolving oral history over a century (Frazier was body
servant to Morris Graham) and/or more specific
articulation from the then-chair of the local
Washington Bicentennial (birth) Committee, Helen

Perhaps the larger question is of more
interest: why did American society
wish to turn so many African
Americans into Body Servants of
Washington that by 1868, Mark
Twain had written a parody? Making
light of the seeming never-ending
line of body servants to Washington
who were passing away?

A parody by
Mark Twain,1868.

Washington’s life-long body servant, “Billy” is buried
with other Mount Vernon slaves in an unmarked grave.
Billy was purchased by Washington as a teenager and
was the only slave of Washington freed on his death.
Notes
To best understand what was being communicated at
the time, leave language unchanged, even if terms
have been abandoned or have other meaning today.
Bill Jeffway is Co-Chair of the Milan Bicentennial
Committee, a former Milan Town historian, and
currently serves on the boards of Historic Red Hook,
the Putnam History Museum in Garrison, NY.
The Committee’s evolving work may be found at
www.milanNYhistory.org
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HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 291
RHINEBECK NY 12572

_________________________________________________________________________________________

The Rhinebeck Historical Society
Invites you to our Holiday Party

The History of Beer in Dutchess County
___________________________________________________________

Saturday, December 10th, 2016
6.00pm—8.00pm at the Rhinecliff Hotel
Rhinebeck Historical Society’s President David Miller will take you through the early
history of taverns and beer through the Temperance movement and Prohibition in
Dutchess County. Taking you from the past to present day you will see interesting old
photos and watch two short videos of his recent tours to Dutchess Hops and The
Brewery at the CIA in Hyde Park. .
For more information, call 845.876.7462 or e-mail michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
-------------------------------------------------------------------------Please enclose the completed form with a check payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society.
Mail to: Rhinebeck Historical Society Box 291 Rhinebeck, NY 12572
Name____________________________________________ Address_________________________________________________
Email _____________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone_____________________________ # of tickets___________ at $25 per person Amount enclosed $____________
Seating is limited. Reservations required. Checks must be received no later than 6 December, 2016

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.
All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in our
newsletter. If you have done some
research on a historical subject,
visited a historic site or simply have
some history about our town that you
would like to share, please contact us
for information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.
_____________________________
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Don McTernan - Trustee
Beverly Sloane - Trustee

Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS

Saturday, December 10, at 6:00pm at The Rhinecliff Hotel, The History of Beer in Dutchess County
Rhinebeck Historical Society’s President David Miller will delve into the history of beer in Dutchess County. He will
take you through the early history of taverns and beer through the Temperance movement and Prohibition showing many
old photos during the talk. Taking us to the present day you will get to watch two short videos of his tours to Dutchess
Hops and The Brewery at the CIA in Hyde Park. Come enjoy festive drinks, appetizers, and dessert while getting a
glimpse into current-day beer making in Dutchess County. (See flyer in this newsletter)
Friday, January 27, at 7:30 at the Starr Library, The History of Ferncliff Forest
H. Knick Staley is the Secretary and Treasurer of Ferncliff Forest. Knick will tell us about the history of Ferncliff Forest
Inc. From the Suckley Family to current day. Located on Mount Rutsen Road in northern Rhinebeck, Ferncliff Forest
Game Refuge and Forest Preserve is a 200 acre forest known as the second-best old growth forest in the Hudson Valley.
The forest is available for hiking, camping, mountain biking, skiing, fishing, and picnics at no charge. Along the 4 miles
of trials are the remains of hand-dug wells, cisterns, root cellars and old foundations. And, of course, it has the historic
fire tower that offers great views of Rhinebeck and the surrounding area. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday, November 18, at 7:30pm at the Starr Library, The Astor Maps
Michael Frazier and Connie Lown will discuss the Astor Map Collection. They will focus on their work cleaning,
restoring, and scanning this treasure trove of over 800 documents—many over 100 years old--, and what those documents
reveal about one of Rhinebeck’s most renowned families and their relationship with Rhinebeck. The collection includes
plans by such renowned architects as McKim, Mead, & White, Charles Platt, and Harrie T Lindeberg, and by Civil
Engineer Herbert Pinkham (in whose former home on River Road the collection was found, preserved, and then donated
to RHS by current owner Kay Verrilli). Some original plans will be on display. Refreshments will be served.

