RHS: Spring 2020
FRIDAY FEBRUARY 7, 7:00 pm (Rescheduled from January 31) at the Starr Library, David Miller – Ice
Harvesting on the Hudson
150 years ago, in the days before mechanical refrigeration, the ice on rivers and ponds was a crop. When
January rolled around and the ice was ripe, it was time to harvest. Ice harvested from the Hudson River, lakes,
and ponds served many purposes during the 19th and early 20th centuries. The growing meat packing and
brewing industries needed it. People needed ice at home, too. Iceboxes - large wooden coolers using blocks of
ice - were common well into the 1930s and 40s. David Miller, President of the Historical Society, will tell you
the story of the thousands of men who harvested ice around the Hudson Valley for one dollar a day to feed their
families during the winter months when other work was scarce. Refreshments will be served.

President's Message Spring 2020
Sari B. Tietjen was known both nationally and
internationally as an authority on dog breeds, and she
was the author of The Dog Judge’s Handbook.
Organizers of dog shows eagerly sought her
involvement in their events. She often served as a
judge at the renown Westminster Dog Show. Her other
passion was local history. It was she who drafted the
chapter about Rhinebeck’s history for the Village
Master Plan Committee in 1983. In 1990 she published
the widely acclaimed Rhinebeck—Portrait of a Town.
She had completed several chapters of a book that was
to focus on Hamilton Fish and his ancestors when she
passed away a few months ago. The Rhinebeck
Historical Society joins her family and the community
in mourning her loss. At the same time, we are pleased
to report that her husband, Herman Tietjen, has chosen
to donate to us the voluminous material she had
collected to write Rhinebeck, much of which she was
unable to include in her book, including tapes of
interviews with Daisy Suckley and others with
memories of early Rhinebeck.
We are working on our membership drive for 2020. If
you have not already sent in your renewal, I have
enclosed a form in this newsletter. The Rhinebeck
Historical Society really appreciates the support of our
members.
David Miller

Nicholas Vanderlin McCausland
by Seymour Preston Jr.
Nicholas Vanderlin McCausland moved to Rhinebeck in
1984 and departed for Texas in 2008. During his time here
he was an active member of the Rhinebeck Historical
Society and served as President from 1997 to 2001. Shortly
before his death in 2017 a treasure trove of documents
pertaining to his illustrious career in international affairs,
together with assiduously kept diaries from 1956 to 2016
which include extensive record of his doings here, were
donated to the Society. Your author has had the honor and
pleasure of reviewing and cataloguing all these records.
This is a brief article of the story of his life that they tell.
Nicholas Vanderlin McCausland (he preferred his full
name; he was proud of his Vanderlyn (sic) ancestor, see
below) was born to Joseph Vanderlin McCausland (19001935) and Lauretta Scott (1899-1959) in Gary, Indiana on
February 14, 1927. He was raised outside Pittsburgh in
Washington PA. where his father is buried. He served in
the US Army in Munich Germany from 1945-1946. He
graduated from the University of California-Berkeley May
1950 with a BA in Political Science and attended
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School of Public and
International Affairs, graduating in 1952.
Shortly before, NVM (as I refer to him) went to work for
the U.S. Labor Department and then State Department,
was appointed a Foreign Service Officer by President
Eisenhower in 1954 and was sent to Pakistan as Vice
Consul, an administrative position. In Pakistan he was the
first State Department officer to visit the Mir (title of rulers
of the area) of Hunza in his remote Himalayan kingdom.
In February 1957 he was sent to Santiago Chile where he

served first as Second Secretary and then as Consul,
responsible for administration of the American Embassy,
to November 1960. While in Chile he was responsible for
arrangements for visits from President Eisenhower,
Secretary of State Christian Herter and Adelai Stevenson,
among other dignitaries. Typical of engraved invitations
NVM received for such visits is the following from
President Eisenhower in honor of President Jorge
Alessandri Rodriguez of Chile.

Also while in Chile he received written compliments from
Milton Eisenhower, then assisting his brother, for NVM’s
sensitive analysis and opinions regarding student unrest in
Chile in 1960.
After service in Chile, in November 1960 he was
appointed Consul to the Embassy in Peru where he was
charged with establishing and opening an American
Embassy. While in Peru he made arrangements for visits
from numerous dignitaries, including Sargent Shriver, then
Head of the Peace Corp.:

From the end of 1962 through 1965 he was stationed with
the State Department in Washington, D.C. While serving
on the Bolivian Desk, in anticipation of a visit by President
Victor Paz Estensoro of Bolivia to President Kennedy in
October 1963, the office of President Kennedy asked
NVM for his recommendation of a present to be given by
President Kennedy to his guest. NVM recommended a rare
book on mines and mining in Bolivia. Despite rejection by
the President’s staff, NVM persisted and prevailed. An
article in the Society’s archives describes the unmitigated
pleasure with which this present was received by President
Paz Estensoro. Also while serving in Washington, he was
asked to escort Mrs. Dean Rusk, wife of then Secretary of
State Dean Rusk, to an exhibit (likely an art exhibit in
Washington).
After serving as aide to Governor Averill Harriman in
1965 to South America to explain to seven presidents of
countries there the invasion by U.S. troops of the
Dominican Republic, in January 1966 NVM was
appointed by President Johnson Consul to Uruguay. While
in Uruguay he attended a lunch in honor of the astronauts
Gordon & Armstrong. During that time he received
commendation for his service to the State Department
regarding a Dominican Republic Civil War, as well as for
support for President Johnson and the United States
Delegation at the Summit Meeting of American Presidents
in Punta del Este, Uruguay in 1967. He had also taken up
horseback riding: showing off his proficiency, in Escuela
de Armas, Uruguay:

In December 1968 he left Montevideo and the Foreign
Service after 15 years, during which time he received
commendations from many quarters, foreign and
domestic.
Early in 1969 NVM joined Manufacturers Hannover Trust
(then one of the largest banks in the world) as its

representative to Spain, Portugal and their territories,
Mozambique and Angola. In preparation he took
accounting courses at New York University and
Portuguese language lessons. In 1971 he flew to Lisbon,
Portugal and took up residence in Madrid, Spain. As a
“representative banker”, he met with ministers of finance,
of industry and commerce for these countries and other
countries, Presidents of the countries and of their national
banks, and leaders of other large banks that were active in
financing the countries and businesses in the area. Here is
NVM with King Juan Carlos of Spain with two officers of
the Spanish Institute at the King’s residence, the Zarzuela
Palace in Madrid, in May 1988:
On one occasion he attended a dinner for David
Rockefeller at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York. He
retired from MHT in May 1986 after 17 years.

As his duties particularly would include meeting with
existing and potential customers and clients of MHT bank,
his diaries are replete with notations of lunches, dinners
and other functions with unidentified people with Spanish
or Portuguese names.
He moved back to New York City in 1976, but flew
frequently to Portugal and Spain for long visits and
functions with customers and dignitaries. On one such
occasion, for example, he flew to Lisbon, met with leaders
of a number of other banks and, the following evening,
attended a signing Ceremony for a $300 million loan and
dinner by the Minister of Finance at Castel Sao Jorge
(Castelo de S. Jorge, Lisbon), presumably as a member of
a consortium of banks which provided the loan. While in
NYC still working for MHT he actively wined and dined
dignitaries and customers, became active in the Spanish
Institute and attended lunches at the United Nations in
honor of various diplomats. Below is from a 1983 MHT
bank newsletter:

In 1983 he and a companion looked at properties in
Rhinebeck and he purchased a house and grounds on Slate
Quarry Road. Until he retired from the bank, he spent
mostly weekends at his place planting the grounds and
starting renovations. He became active in many
organizations in the area, especially with a conservation or
historic focus. He attended most meetings of the Town
Planning Board, becoming a member in February 1993 and
making many site visits related to its business. While he
rarely noted matters before the Planning Board, he did
make a note on September 19, 2006: “Mirbeau”. He went
on many country seats tours, becoming active in Hudson
River Heritage and acting as docent at various tour sites.
He attended many talks for the Rhinebeck Historical
Society and became a member of its Board of Trustees in
1994. From April 1995 on he spent almost every Thursday
morning cataloguing, organizing and archiving the
extensive documents and other treasures of the Rhinebeck
Historical Society, usually on his own but sometimes with
others including Rick Plass and Mike Frazier. Below,
NVM is with Rebeccah Johnson at the Starr Library
working away:

It was in recognition of this work that the RHS archives
are named in his honor.
NVM led a hectic life in the foreign service, with the bank
and during his years in Rhinebeck. He frequented musical
performances almost weekly at Carnegie Hall, the New
York Philharmonic, Bard campus and wherever else he
was, noting in his diaries each musical piece he heard; he
took piano lessons for years. He went to art museums,
galleries and collected paintings and other artworks. He
often took family or friends to the Senate House Vanderlyn
Museum in Kingston to see paintings of his ancestor, one
of the earliest and successful landscape and historical
scene painters of the newly independent America, John
Vanderlyn of Kingston (1775-1852). He went frequently
to the movies at Upstate Films in Rhinebeck, alone or with
companions, and took courses in philosophy, literature and
history at Bard. He was a gourmet, eating out regularly and
noting in his diaries what restaurants he dined at, the food
eaten and with whom – occasionally noting a vintage wine
that impressed him. This hectic life meant that he was
back-and-forth to New York City from Rhinecliff station
almost weekly. When in NYC he also kept a hand in his
foreign service experience, attending lunches for
diplomats at the United Nations and meetings of the
Spanish Institute board and lunches in honor of his Spanish
acquaintances. For most Christmases he drove to his
sister’s home in Austin Texas, stopping on the way to visit
friends and museums. Similar stops occurred on his drives
to visit family in Washington PA and Nova Scotia.
From at least his employ with the MHT bank, NVM was
openly gay. A number of men’s names appear frequently
in his diaries, meeting for lunches, dinners or overnights in
Rhinebeck. He was a regular at the gym, not always alone.
He would take visitors to historic sites in Dutchess and
Columbia Counties or to musical performances at Bard
College. In August 1993 on a visit to Italy a couple of men
introduced him to Lynford “Lyn” Lardner Starr. NVM and
Lyn got together several times and, in August 1984, NVM
visited the Starr family summer place in Yarmouth Nova
Scotia where he met many of Lyn’s family. On that trip he
bought a “double wedding ring quilt” and Lyn moved in
with him on Slate Quarry Road in Rhinebeck. From the
mid-1970s NVM became well acquainted with Chas
Leslie and Fritz Lohman in NYC, founders of the LeslieLohman Gay Arts Foundation (since, the Leslie-Lohman
Museum of Art in SoHo); he gave many of his art works
to their museum before he left Rhinebeck in 2009 and left
the balance of his “gay art collection” to the museum in his

will. In 2005 Lyn died and his ashes were spread over Starr
haunts in Yarmouth Nova Scotia. Also in 2005 NVM left
88 Slate Quarry Road and purchased and moved to 12
Livingston Street in Rhinebeck.
In late 2008 NVM began preparations to leave Rhinebeck
and move to Austin Texas near his sister. In August he
purchased a house in Austin; on December 4, 2004 he
attended a farewell lunch with the RHS board and moved
out of 12 Livingston later that month. He returned to
Rhinebeck at least once; there is an entry in his diary on
September 20, 2010 suggesting he was at 135 Prince Street
at the home of Chas Leslie on that date. In his early years
in Austin NVM became acquainted with the sophisticated
musical/art scene of that city and frequented musical
performances at the Bass Auditorium, McCullough
Theater, Dell Hall, plays at the Vortex Theater, a producer
of original and non-traditional theater works, and art
exhibitions at various museums and galleries in Austin and
nearby Texas. It appears he found a male companion to
join him for some of these outings. He also became a
University of Texas football fan, noting in his diaries many
games, opponents, bowl games, etc. In 2012 he visited an
assisted-living home and moved there the next year as his
health failed him. He continued to foray forth for music
and art performances, lunches and dinners with family and
friends for some time. He died April 12, 2017.
What brought NVM to Rhinebeck, in addition to the charm
of the Town then (and now)? While unclear, there are
hints. While living in NYC (1969-1986) he took the bus to
ski Hunter or Windham on occasion. Having taken up
horseback riding, he had been riding in the fox hunts at
Millbrook. In 1977 a friend brought him to Rhinebeck
where they walked around town. As noted, with his middle
name Vanderlin, his ancestor John Vanderlyn of Kingston
would have been a draw for him to the area. Vanderlyn was
a highly regarded portrait painter in the revolutionary
period with paintings hanging in the Capitol Rotunda in
Washington, D.C. and in the Senate House Museum in
Kingston; among Vanderlyn’s patrons was Aaron Burr.
Once in Rhinebeck, NVM researched records in the
Albany State House and in Troy regarding a Gen. John
McCausland, likely another ancestor associated with the
region. In any case, when he engaged a real estate broker
in 1983, his focus appears to have been exclusively on
Rhinebeck properties. He was clearly a welcomed addition
to the community.

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2020

Individual……………..………………...$25.00
Family………………………..……..…..$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…....$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in newsletter and a link on our website (RhinebeckHistoricalSociety.org) to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2019
To support special projects beyond dues support………$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED……………………………………..$______
Please make checks payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with
this form to Rhinebeck Historical Society, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572.
Thank you for your support—RHS is a 501-c-3 nonprofit organization and your membership is
tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
How do you want to receive the quarterly newsletter? CHOOSE ONE.
__Option 1: Only via US Mail, to my address above.
__Option 2: Only via E-Mail, to ___________________________________________
(Everyone who gives us an email address will receive the newsletter as a color Pdf
attachment; the printed version we send via US Mail is black and white. We save printing
and mailing costs to send only via e-mail. Regarding privacy, we use your email only to
communicate with you about RHS matters. We don’t share it outside RHS. )
__Option 3: I would like BOTH.

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

The RHS is looking for volunteers to
help in the local history room at the
Starr Library. The room is open to the
public on Thursdays from 10 am to 4
pm. Scholars and researchers come in
looking for help with their work, and
others send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either assist
them directly or do so indirectly by
working with the collections in our
archives. No prior research skills are
necessary. However, attention to
detail, interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy at
solving puzzles are all most desirable.
It is a great opportunity to learn about
our town while helping others. For
information call Mike Frazier at
845.876.7462 or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

THE
RHINEBECK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 291
RHINEBECK,
NEW YORK 12572

Officers and Trustees
David Miller – President
Michael Frazier- Treasurer
James Chapman- Trustee
Eve D’Ambra - Trustee
Connie Lown - Trustee
Don McTernan – Trustee
Duane Ragucci - Trustee

Stamp

Doing Local History Research?
Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!
We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net
Local History Room also open Tuesdays 10-3; for more info or to make an
appointment, email Town Historian Nancy Kelly at kinship@hvc.rr.com

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY ‐ UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Friday, February 28, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, Jeffrey Urbin - Roosevelt’s Four Elections: Never Before Never Again

Friday, March 27, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, David Turner – Forgotten Hamlets of Dutchess County,
A pictorial tour with vintage postcards of Dutchess County’s forgotten hamlets. Learn about the hamlets of Chelsea on
Hudson and Dutchess Junction, whose tide changed with the rise and fall of industry on the river. Or the railroad hamlets
of Dover Furnace, Billings, and Mount Ross that disappeared along with the rail traffic. Hear about the fascinating
history of Amenia Union that lies on both sides of the New York/Connecticut border and was once part of a land swap
between the two states. Included in the talk will be dozens of turn-of-the-century images of little known hamlets that are
no more than cross roads today, such as Brinkerhoff, Barrytown, Smithfield, Schultzville, Clinton Hollow,
Clove, Glenham, Akert Hook, Bulls Head, Frost Mills and many more. Refreshments will be served.
Friday, April 17, 7:00 pm at the Starr Library, Connie Lown - Gravestone Cleaning in Rhinebeck Cemetery
Hear about some of the oldest gravestones in Rhinebeck Cemetery that have recently been cleaned and repaired. Learn
about the proper methods of gravestone cleaning without damaging the stone and how to reset small stones. Through the
Friends of Rhinebeck Cemetery, Connie attended an Association for Gravestone Studies conservation workshop at
Green-Wood Cemetery in Brooklyn and their annual conference in Danbury, CT to learn about the safe cleaning of
historic and fragile gravestones before assisting with a Gravestone Restoration & Preservation Workshop and later
Gravestone Cleaning Day at Rhinebeck Cemetery last year.
Refreshment will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

Franklin Roosevelt was the only person in American history to successfully wage, and win, four national elections for the
presidency. The 22nd Amendment prevents this from ever being repeated. This presentation explores the issues at stake in
elections of 1932, 1936, 1940 and 1944 and Roosevelt’s successful formula for victory. Refreshments will be served.

