Friday, February 26 @ 7:30 at the Starr Library
Tony Musso will lecture on his new book “Hidden Treasures of the Catskills”. Tony is an author and
reporter for the Poughkeepsie Journal. Tony has lectured many times at our programs and always has
great stories to tell about the history of the Hudson Valley. Refreshments will be served.

SAVE THESE DATES

RHS: Spring 2016

Monsieur Robert and Rhinebeck Artists
By Jack Conklin

President's Message Winter 2015
In November we had a fabulous program at the Morton
Library featuring David Byars previewing his upcoming
book on Tracy Dows and Foxhollow Farm. David took us
back to the origins of one of Rhinebeck’s most famous
families. Look for his new book this spring. I want to thank
Joanne Meyer for letting us use the Morton for this program.
I gave Joanne copies of the DVD’s of all of our programs
for the past 5 years to loan out to the citizens of Rhinecliff.

By the early 1800s, some residents of Dutchess
County had sufficient wealth to afford the painting of their
“likeness”. This opportunity drew the attention of three
noted artists who have painted in our area. Each had a
different “modus operandi”, some were more successful
than others, but all were extremely accomplished and well
rewarded.
The most famous of the three was a self-taught,
itinerant artist who at one time lived in Rhinebeck. Ammi
Phillips was born in 1788 in Colebrook, CT and died in
1865 near Stockbridge, MA. He was buried at Amenia, NY.
Ammi was considered a “folk artist” for the simple rendition
of his subjects. Most of his paintings were of local, middleclass subjects – no presidents, politicians or famous people.
His works are in 29 museums around the country. The
record sale of an Ammi Phillips portrait was $1.2 million at
a Christies auction in 2007. A prolific painter, it is estimated
that 600 of his works exist. Phillips moved to Rhinebeck in
1829, sold his 30 acre property in 1831, and by 1838 was
living at Amenia.

Our Holiday Party at the Rhinecliff was a success. Peter
Rose was wonderful and James Chapman did a great job
making Dutch cookies from Peter’s recipes. I want to thank
James who, as always, was a wonderful host for our party.
A very special joint event with Historic Red Hook took
place at the end of January. Pace University nursing
Professor Sandra Lewenson lectured on the early days of
health care in Red Hook and Rhinebeck. We held the event
at Northern Dutchess Hospital so that the staff could attend
as well as our members. I want to thank NDH for being our
host and providing the refreshments.
We accepted the resignation of John Vincent and Peggy
LaBelle from our board. Both of them have been long time
board members with John serving as one of our past
presidents. We thank them for their service to the RHS. We
are very happy to announce that we have two new board
members, Connie Lown and Eve D’Ambra. Both Connie
and Eve have been volunteering at the Starr on Thursdays.
Connie has been working on cataloguing and restoring the
Astor map collection. Eve has been cataloguing the portion
of the Southland Collection that survived the fire. We
welcome them to the RHS board.

The most professionally accomplished artist was
John Vanderlyn, a local who was born and died in Kingston.
He was academically trained and was considered a “neoclassical” painter. He was born in 1775 and died in 1852.
Both his father and grandfather were artists and John
followed their profession.
His talent came to the attention of then Congressman Aaron
Burr, who arranged for his study with Philadelphia's Gilbert
Stuart, the premier portrait painter of this period. Vanderlyn
was the first American to study in Paris, rather than London,
and spent many years traveling around Europe. Of interest,
two of our local businessman, Edward Livingston and his
brother Robert financed his 1803 studies abroad. Unlike
Ammi Phillips, his subjects were Presidents; James
Madison, James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, and Zachary
Taylor. His local subjects included Mrs John R Livingston,
Mrs Freeborn Garrettson, Robert R Livingston and his
brother John R Livingston. He was never as financially

If you have not already renewed your membership, I have
enclosed a form in this newsletter. We thank you, as always,
for your support of the RHS.

David Miller, President
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successful as Ammi Phillips and in 1825 wrote to his
nephew stating that Ammi's method of painting many
inexpensive works was more lucrative than a few high
priced portraits. He died at Kingston in 1852 disappointed in
his career.

Sands/Montgomery branch of the family.
The genealogy behind these portraits begins with
the original Beekman patentee, Henry, whose three
offspring, Col Henry, Cornelia, and Catharine will
eventually inherit his vast holdings. Catharine married three
times, her second husband was John Rutsen, born in 1690. It
was their grandson, John Rutsen, born 1743 who married
Phebe Carman. Phebe married Robert Sands after the death
of first husband John. The portraits of Robert Sands and
Phebe Carman Rutsen Sands were inherited by Wilderstein
Preservation in 2000.

The least known of Rhinebeck's portrait painters is
Monsieur Robert, a displaced aristocratic Frenchman, driven
from France by the chaos of the Revolution. Not much is
known about his early life, except that he had a classic
education common to the upper class of that era. What we
do know of Monsieur Robert – pronounced “Roh-bare”,
with the French accent – is from his association with the
Rhinebeck family of Philip Jeremiah Schuyler.
A paper published by a Williams College Lenette
Fellow in Art History, Bree Lehman, provides excellent
material on several of the portraits he painted in Rhinebeck.
Lehman cited a 1795 letter from Philip J Schuyler to his
brother-in-law, Stephen Van Rensselaer of Albany. The letter
is quoted here.
Dear Sir,
I have with me an unfortunate French gentleman who has
been driven from his country by the late abominable
persecutions. He is a man of family and
was of fortune; for his amusement having learned the art of
portrait painting, is now unhappily obliged to pursue it as a
profession. He has taken some pictures for me with great
success, and extremely reasonable, his price being only 30
dollars. I think his likenesses and paintings not much if any
inferior to Mr. Steward (Gilbert Stuart) I can recommend
him to my friends as a decent, modest, young man. He will
go up (to Albany) if he can procure four or five engaged
pictures- possibly they may be had in yours and my father's
family- be so kind as to propose it to them, and give your
patronage to the thing. Should you think fit to employ him
…. I will discharge Mr Robert… Let me receive your
answer, that the man may not be detained.

Phebe Carman Rutsen Sands courtesy of Wilderstein

Phebe had two daughters by her first marriage to
John Rutsen. Catherine, born 1768, married George Suckley
and Sarah, born 1770, married Philip J Schuyler. Alida
Livingston Rutsen Van Rensselaer, was born in 1716 and
married first Jacob Rutsen and second Henry Van
Rensselaer. She is the mother of John Rutsen who married
Phebe Carman. So the Alida portrait is that of the
grandmother of Catherine Rutsen Suckley. Alida is the
“matriarch” of the Suckley family.

Yours with Respect and Esteem,
Philip J. Schuyler
His subjects included a number of socially
prominent Hudson River families and were probably painted
here in Rhinebeck. Wilderstein has one of the largest
collections of Monsieur Robert's paintings, four oils and two
pastels. Others are in the Schuyler Mansion in Albany. The
Wilderstein portraits are of ancestors of the Suckleys. Two
were inherited by Thomas H. Suckley in 1875. These two
depict Catherine Suckley and Alida Livingston Rutsen Van
Rensselaer. Four more, Robert Sands, Phebe Carman Rutsen
Sands, Philip J.Schuyler, and Sarah Rutsen Schuyler were
bequeathed to Wilderstein Preservation from the
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Bowne was the sister of Catherine Murray Bowne who was
married to Robert Holy Suckley. Thus the family connection
of the Hunts to the Suckleys.
Unlike John Vanderlyn's works, Ammi Phillips' and
Monsieur Robert's masterful paintings can be viewed by a
visit to nearby Wilderstein.

Catherine Rutsen Suckley courtesy of Wilderstein

Joseph D. Hunt courtesy of Wilderstein

Sarah Rutsen Schuyler courtesy of Wilderstein
The Wilderstein Preservation has four paintings
attributed to Ammi Phillips, with two on display. In the
typical style of Ammi, one of the portraits shows a man
holding a newspaper dated 1828, the time Ammi was
working in Rhinebeck. The portrait on display shows Joseph
Hunt holding a post office letter. For you genealogists, he is
the father of the Rev Andrew J Hunt married to Phebe
Rutsen Bowne, the daughter of Grace Sands and John
Rodman Bowne. Just to confuse things more, Phebe Rutsen

Clarissa Benton Hunt courtesy of Wilderstein
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December 21, 2015
Dear Member or Prospective Member:
2015 has been one of our busiest years ever. Research requests, especially via
email, have increased dramatically. The Hudson River cruise was sold out and the
David Byars program at the Morton Library was standing-room-only. Our other
monthly programs were also all well attended and continue to receive positive
reviews. We filmed most of our programs, and they can be viewed on PANDA or
borrowed on DVD from the Starr Library. Our volunteer archivists kept very busy
cataloguing and scanning documents and photographs, while David Miller did
triple duty as President, newsletter editor, and videographer.
To continue to provide the services needed and expected of us, we need your
support. Our biggest costs are in archival materials and supplies, and occasionally
for programs. We are asking you to update your membership, or if you are
new to our organization, to become a member. Dues cover the period January 1
through December 31, 2016.
Dues remain our largest revenue source. We are thankful that ours remains a large
and faithful membership. We have also received generous support from the Frost
Foundation for special projects above and beyond what dues will support.
We continue to be open to the public at the local history room on the lower level
of the Starr Library every Thursday throughout the year from 10 AM to 4 PM.
Come and visit—we’d love to see you.
RHS is registered with the IRS as a 501-c-3 non-profit organization and a charity,
so that any donation is tax deductible. We very much need and appreciate your
support.
Sincerely,

Michael Frazier, Treasurer
845-876-7462
Michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 2016

Individual……………..………………..$25.00
Family………………………..……..….$35.00
Senior/Student……………………..…...$20.00
Business/Organization………………….$75.00
Includes ad in quarterly newsletters, and a link on our website to yours

Amount paid for membership dues………………$______
ADDITIONAL DONATION FOR 2016
To support special projects beyond dues support………$______
TOTAL ENCLOSED……………………………………..$______
Please make checks payable to Rhinebeck Historical Society and return with
this form to Rhinebeck Historical Society, PO Box 291, Rhinebeck 12572 in
enclosed envelope. Thank you for your support—RHS is a 501-c-3 nonprofit organization and
your membership is tax-deductible to the full extent allowed by law.

Name___________________________________________
Address_________________________________________
_________________ ______ _______________
City

State

ZIP

Phone _____________________
E-Mail__________________________________________
(All who provide us with email address will automatically receive color
electronic newsletter as a Pdf attachment. )

Do you also choose to receive PRINTED version of the newsletter in
the US mail, circle one: Yes or No

The Rhinebeck Historical
Society thanks our supporting
Business Members

All members are encouraged to
submit articles for publication in
our newsletter. If you have done
some research on a historical
subject, visited a historic site or
simply have some history about
our town that you would like to
share, please contact us for
information about how to submit
an article for inclusion in the
newsletter. For information call
David Miller – 845-876-0246
or e-mail
dhmny@aol.com.

Attention Panda TV 23Viewers:

The RHS is looking for volunteers
to help in the local history room at
the Starr Library. The room is
open to the public on Thursdays
from 10 am to 4 pm. Scholars and
researchers come in looking for
help with their work, and others
send in research requests via
email. Volunteers could either
assist them directly or do so
indirectly by working with the
collections in our archives. No
prior research skills are necessary.
However, attention to detail,
interest in history, delight in
working with other people, and joy
at solving puzzles are all most
desirable. It is a great opportunity
to learn about our town while
helping others. For information
call Mike Frazier at 845.876.7462
or e-mail
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net.

As of July 23, 2013, you will no
longer be able to view channel 23
without digital equipment such as a
Time Warner Cable provided set
top box, digital adapter or Cable
Card. These cable cards are
available from Time Warner.
Please visit
www.TWC.com/digitaladapter or
call 855-286-1736 for more
information. If your television
already has a digital set top
box/adapter, QAM tuner or
CableCard, your access to this
channel will continue without the
need for additional equipment.
You can also view our Historical
Society videos on our website.

Stamp

THE
RHINEBECK
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
Doing Local History Research?
P.O. BOX 291
RHINEBECK,
NEW YORK 12572

Come visit the Rhinebeck Historical Society Archives!

Officers and Trustees
David Miller – President
Michael Frazier- Treasurer
James Chapman- Trustee
Eve D’Ambra - Trustee
Joy Gross – Trustee
John Lavin – Trustee
Connie Lown - Trustee
Don McTernan - Trustee
Beverly Sloane - Trustee
Elma Williamson – Trustee Emeritus

We are open Thursdays 10-4 in the Local History Room
the lower level of the Starr Library in Rhinebeck
Please call or e-mail to let us know you are coming:
845-876-7462
michaelfrazier@earthlink.net

Visit us on the web @ Rhinebeckhistoricalsociety.org

THE RHINEBECK HISTORICAL SOCIETY - UPCOMING PROGRAMS
Friday, February 26 @ 7:30pm at the Starr Library
Tony Musso will lecture on his new book “Hidden Treasures of the Catskills”. Tony is an author and reporter
for the Poughkeepsie Journal. Tony has lectured many times at our programs and always has great stories to
tell about the history of the Hudson Valley. Refreshments will be served.
Clay Hammond, Chief Pilot at the Old Rhinebeck Aerodrome, will lecture on ‘The History of the Aerodrome’.
Clay took his first airplane ride on his mother’s lap at age 5 months and it has been in his blood ever since.
Clay has flown many types of planes and has over 20 trans-continental adventures under his belt. This program
promises to be a truly great event. Refreshments will be served.
Saturday, May 7 at the Arts and Crafts Building in the Dutchess County Fairgrounds
‘Racing through history’ - Stock Car Racing at the Rhinebeck Speedway in the Dutchess County Fairgrounds,
a joint program between the RHS and Historic Red Hook (HRH). The details are still being worked out but the
program will take place Saturday, May 7 during car show at the Fairgrounds. The Fairgrounds has donated the
Arts and Crafts Building (building E) for our use and we thank them for that. We are locating some of the
original drivers and hopefully a few of their cars. We hope to have a slide show, scrap books and a discussion
about racing at the Rhinebeck speedway which took place from 1947 to 1962. Save the date and stay tuned for
details in the Summer newsletter which will be out at the end of April.

SAVE THESE DATES

Friday March 18 @ 7:30pm at the Starr Library

