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           June 2020 

So much is happening, it is actually 3 words this month…..  
 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth should change, though the mountains shake in 

the heart of the sea; though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains  
tremble with its tumult. (Psalm 46:1-3, NRSV) 

 

Word #1: How long will the current restrictions last?  I am frequently asked about how long I think we will 
continue to be unable to worship together and to have other in person ministries.  The short answer is I don’t know.  
There are several authorities that factor into any decision.  We have the emergency orders and phased reopening plan 
of Gov. Mills.  These are contingent on meeting such targets for declining numbers of coronavirus cases and 
hospitalizations.  With Maine partially reopening and the summer season upon us, it will be anyone’s guess as to what 
happens with the virus this summer.  Second, we have the directions of Bishop Devadhar.  He has asked that all 
churches be closed at least through May 31.  It is possible that this date could be extended.  It may also be that after 
this date, the decision will be up to each individual church, again knowing that a resurgence of the virus could change 
these plans.  Third, there could be local health-related orders though there are currently none of these of which I am 
aware.  The current work on our sanctuary (painting, floor refinishing, and repair of pews) means that the earliest that 
we could even assemble in the church building would be July.  However, there is a lot to consider.  Any focus on a 
particular date is premature.  Read on…. 
 
Word #2: What would have to be done to reopen?  Bishop Devadhar has requested each church have a group tasked 
with examining whether to reopen and, if the answer is affirmative, how and when.  This group is tasked with taking 
the lead on researching the various considerations a church needs to make and to also make or recommend 
preparations for whenever it is that a church does reopen.  Our Church Council has formed a task group to consider 
these questions and to make recommendations.  Please let me know as soon as possible if you have an interest in 
serving on the committee.  In the meantime, I highly encourage that you read and watch the materials at 
https://www.neumc.org/virus-reentry , including the May 20 webinar that included our bishop, district 
superintendents, pastors, a camp director and a medical doctor.  There are many factors we have not likely thought of 
… who would reopening exclude because they could not attend?  Who is currently left out because of the availability 
of technology?  How do we feel about restrictions that would continue to be in place?  For example, did you know 
that one of the riskiest practices possible in a church not wanting to transmit this coronavirus is singing?  I would not 
have guessed.  Though the science of virus expulsion from our mouths makes sense, it hadn’t occurred to me.  Could 
we gather without hugging, shaking hands or standing within 6 feet of someone?  If size limits remain, who would be 
able to attend?  Would we have reservations?  Have multiple services?  What would be involved in cleaning after 
every event held in the church building?  So, yes, we have a lot to consider.  In the meantime our building remains 
closed.  I know that people are curious to see the work in the sanctuary and to come to a beloved space.  However, I 
ask that you keep in mind the health and safety of the staff that must come to the building and the contractors who are 
working there.  One of them recently expressed some unease about people coming into the building that he did not 
know.  I would further urge each of you to consider our core values as we approach these decisions.  What is the 
actual essence of being the church—the body—of Jesus Christ?  What does it mean to value the lives of those in our 
community of faith and the communities in which we live?  How do we express the love of God and does that 
expression extend hospitality to everyone? 
 
Word #3: What about communion?  I have personally learned so much over the past 3 months and conducted 
ministry in ways I could scarcely have imagined.  Preaching from my dining room?  Handbell performances in the 
attic?  Texting videos clips filmed on a phone?  Virtual visits and socially distanced graveside services?  Small groups 
meeting on Zoom?  Until recently, though, I hadn’t seriously contemplated online communion.  It had been engrained 
in me that communion is about the experience of the real presence of Jesus in the gathered community.  I had always 
assumed that the gathered community would be in the same physical space and that to experience the real  
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presence of Jesus in communion you would have to be with those gathered.  The past couple months, Bishop 
Devadhar has encouraged the use of the Love Feast as a ritual that could be used in place of communion.  Then, 
earlier in May he felt persuaded to grant pastors the authority to offer communion at online services for the duration 
of the pandemic.  There has been and continues to be so much debate and interesting perspectives on the topic of 
communion, I couldn’t possibly list them all here or even begin to do them justice.  I would encourage your reading 
the following: 
https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/13930355 (Bishop Devadhar’s letter) 
https://www.neumc.org/newsdetail/13930355 (“Both Green Light, Red Light for Online Communion” including 
many additional articles and resources) 
https://blog.owenkross.org/2020/04/10-reasons-for-lifting-moratorium-on.html (10 reasons for lifting moratorium) 
 

To summarize my own thinking I would mention a couple factors.  One is that we could potentially be apart 
from each other for an extended period of time.  For many communion is a central part of their faith and it is hard to 
contemplate months without the sacrament.  Another factor is that in conversation with a number of colleagues, I have 
come to recognize and appreciate the gathered community in its online form and to reconsider this reality when it 
comes to rituals like communion, funerals and weddings.  It may not be ideal, but it is our present reality.  
Traditionally, communion wasn’t possible when there was a lack of clergy, the community couldn’t gather or in 
certain ecumenical or interfaith settings.  It isn’t the case that our church is without a pastor nor, I would argue, can 
we say that we cannot gather.  Our Wesleyan tradition is one with a history of adapting to situations that often reflect 
serving people in the middle of a changing reality.  When John Wesley was barred from preaching in the church 
building, he began preaching outdoors (who’d have thunk it?).  When the Anglican Church withdrew from the 
colonies during the American Revolution, he ordained two persons and sent them across the ocean so that people in 
the Methodist societies would not be without sacraments and leadership.  When there weren’t enough pastors for the 
churches on the American frontier, pastors rode circuits to minister to the congregations.  Though it took a long time, 
our forebears were among the first to recognize through ordination the call to ministry experienced by women as well 
as men.  

I plan to have a couple opportunities to discuss what will be for many of us a monumental change and to 
explain how this will work for us.  For our June 7 worship, plan to have a piece of bread and either grape juice or 
wine with you.  Contact me or the church office if you need assistance securing these items.  Also know that the 
denomination will have a thorough review of communion once the pandemic is over.   

In the meantime, while life’s details keep changing rapidly and there is much change in our church born out of 
present necessity, I am grateful to worship the One whose provision of grace for us does not change.  Indeed, 
celebrate the One who is our refuge and strength….a very present help in time of trouble…though the waters roar and 
foam….even if camps and fairs are closed this summer…even if potato and lobster markets are unstable … or 
Katahdin itself crumbled to the forest floor, you can count on God to love you no matter what! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Rev. Tim 
 
** If you do not have access to the internet and would like to read the material that is in print, contact me to make 
arrangements. 
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                           Greetings from the Church Office! 
 
                                      One of the most exciting things that happened recently was that Tamara and 
                                  I were able to gain remote access to the church’s computer so that we can truly 
                                  “work from home”!  Each of us has been able to do everything we need to do 
                                  to access the computer remotely and prepare reports, send emails, update 
                                  databases, etc. without leaving home!  What a blessing for both of us!  
 
                                       Are you receiving the emails each week that announce the Sunday Worship 
            Services on Zoom or call-in?  If not, please notify Rev. Tim or Bobbi Pelletier 
                                  and your email address will be added.  All Sunday services and Thursday 
                                  Devotions are on Facebook – just access “Bessie Gray Memorial United 
                                  Methodist Church” to watch & listen to them.  If you don’t have a computer, 
                       printed transcripts are available (see page 9 for a list).  Just contact the Church 
                                  Office to be added to that mailing list.     
                                                                             
                                      Please help me Please help me Please help me Please help me meet deadlines bymeet deadlines bymeet deadlines bymeet deadlines by    submitting things for thesubmitting things for thesubmitting things for thesubmitting things for the    Newsletter whenNewsletter whenNewsletter whenNewsletter when    
                                                                                                                            due.  Idue.  Idue.  Idue.  It ist ist ist is    very very very very difficult difficult difficult difficult to “pull it all together” at the last minute anto “pull it all together” at the last minute anto “pull it all together” at the last minute anto “pull it all together” at the last minute andddd    create a create a create a create a     
                                    quality product.quality product.quality product.quality product.            For For For For our next Newsletter, all input must be submitted by our next Newsletter, all input must be submitted by our next Newsletter, all input must be submitted by our next Newsletter, all input must be submitted by                                                                                         
                                                                                10:00am on10:00am on10:00am on10:00am on    WedneWedneWedneWednesday, sday, sday, sday, June June June June 24th! 
                                                                     
                                     Until next month…..                                  
                                                                                                                  Bobbi Pelletier                                         
                                                                                                                 Church Secretary 
 

           Caribou    Clock   
 
      

 
     

Publisher – Gray Memorial United Methodist Church                                Date: June 2020 

2 Prospect Street, P. O. Box 69                                              

Caribou ME 04736                                                        Church Office:  498-2103 

E-mail: graymemorial@outlook.com                                                                                       Website: http://www.bgmumc.com 
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                                 May Prayer Joys and Concerns 
 
Prayer Concerns: Debbie & Lu Sharp, Sheila Belyea, Dave & Marcia DeMerchant, Darlene Nelder, Leona Michaud, 
Dave Corriveau, Phyllis Sykes, Emily Stuart, Robin Stuart, James Stuart, Glen Taggett, Bob Cyr, George & Joyce Knorr, 
Melvin Griffin, Meaghan Lombard Cousins, Dale & Betty Fowler (and family), Mona Johnson, Alyson Spencer, Bess 
Thornton, Chester & Charlene Gage 
 
On Family Death: Family of Avis Armstrong 
 
Other: Jeff Cyr (unable to come home this summer due to travel/quarantine restrictions); In observance of Memorial Day, we 
pray for our deceased heroes; prayers for congregation members who may be alone  
 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO PROVIDE A MAILING ADDRESS FOR PEOPLE OR FAMILIES YOU PUT ON THE PRAYER LIST SO WE CAN SEND THEM A 
NOTE FROM REV. TIM.  WE OFTEN HEAR FROM RECIPIENTS ON HOW TOUCHED THEY ARE THAT WE OFFERED PRAYERS FOR THEM! 

  

                                                                      REMINDERS 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
     DATE      LITURGIST                  
     Jun 7  Kathleen Forbes 
     Jun 14  Claire Hodgkins 
     Jun 21  Samuela Manages 
     Jun 28  Friedrich Wilcox 
                    
                                                          

Please note that the church building remains officially closed through the end of June.  

      

While we are going through this situation, remember to take care of yourself and 

stay in contact with your friends and family! 

 

If you would like to have someone placed on the prayer list and/or you would like 

an alternate (non-internet based) way of receiving notes from the sermon, please           

call the church office.  Bobbi has transcribed all the Sunday Worship services 

and Thursday Devotions since the middle of March and they are available for 

mailing.  Please see the list of available transcripts on page 9 of this Newsletter. 
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         * * June Birthdays & Anniversaries * *    

 
 Birthdays and Anniversaries are celebrated on the first Sunday during 
     Coffee Fellowship. 

 
 Remember your birthday & anniversary by making a special offering! 
            

                                                             
 

 1 Wendy Bossie       17 Brian Doody 
 2 Dale Fowler, Craig Staples     18 Kathryn Fletcher, Erin McBreairty 
 3  Melinda Thibodeau      19 Michele Blackstone, Dale Dee 
 5 Betty Branscom, Glen Warner    22 Gwen Ferguson 
 8 Stephen Bailey, Tom Richardson    25 Michelle Branscom 
 9  Darrell Adams      26 David Belyea, Sherri DeMerchant 
10 Ashleigh Craig, Leila Robertson, Celena Sharp  27 Amanda Mockler 
12 Cameron Doody, Scott Witmer    28 Audrey Bubar, Quinn DeMerchant,  
14 Eloise Penny           Carole Doody, Caleb Espling  
16 Patricia Adams, Jillian Jandreau,    29 Charlene Gage, Rebecca Rife,   
           Danielle Lombard, Christy Van Egmond       Alden Wilcox       
          

                                                                 
 9 Sylvia & Albert Akeley    23 Mary & Mike Ayers 
10 Josselyn & Adam Langworthy   24 Sherri & Ray DeMerchant 
16 Diane & Phil McDonough    25 Debbie & Bob Jordan 
18 Marie & Thomas Beckum    26 Kim & Travis Barnes  
20 Diana & Dean Rauch     27 Peggy & Stephen Bailey, Hope & Scott Walton 
21 Diane & Bruce Fitzpatrick    28 Carole & Steven Doody, Duska & Jeff Franklin 
     29 Kristi & Vince Bell   
                                          
              If your name or the name of someone in the Gray Memorial Family 
         does not appear on this list and you would like to add it,  

                please contact the church office, 498-2103. 

 

  Corrections are ALWAYS appreciated!!! If you know someone whose last name 

has changed, please let Bobbi know so she can update the database. 
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                            Worship Attendance and General Fund Offerings:       
                                             Date          Attendance         Operating Fund Offering  
              May 3 –   On-line service     $4,979.72 
              May 10 – On-line service     $3,096.28 
              May 17 – On-line service     $2,279.01 
              May 24 – On-line service     $2,142.50 
              May 31 – On-line service    (Will be reported in next Newsletter) 
                                             *****************************************************************      
                                                  Needed to meet 2020 Budget: $4,427.15 weekly   
 

 “Growing in Faith” Capital Campaign Account (previously known as “Capital Account Seed Money”): 
As we continue to receive the Growing in Faith (GIF) donations, we will report the balance in the 
account each month.  As of May 24th, the account has a balance of $78,841.18 (of that amount, the 
“furnace replacement donations” total $32,828.00.  All donations made for the “Furnace 
Replacement” will be held in this account until needed.)   In May, the expense for an additional circuit 
for the new bathroom was paid for $296.81.   
*********************************************************************************************   

Photo Directory Changes (June 2020 Newsletter changes):  
   No changes noted. 
*********************************************************************************************  

                                   ACTS OF KINDNESS DURING THE COVID-19 CRISIS: 
 
From Melonie Carlson: On May 5th, Erika was the recipient of acts of kindness on her birthday. One 
stood out as unique. Members of our congregation arranged to do a birthday drive-by for Erika. Even 
though it was a drizzly day, 12+ cars came by honking horns, dropping off homemade signs, birthday 
cards, gifts and wishing her the best of birthdays. Since our home has been in a state of self-
quarantine since early March, Erika has had almost no contact with anyone. To be able to see so many 
of our friends, even from a distance, did both of us so much good! This simple act made her birthday 
both special and memorable.           
 
From Deb Pringnitz: I am in contact with a former student of mine named Queen.  She is originally 
from Ghana and is now living in N.  Car. We have been trading Covid stories and she sends me pictures 
of cherry blossoms, azaleas, etc. from her neighborhood while I have been updating her on cold 
temps and snow depth. On Wednesday (May 6) the UPS man delivered a bouquet of a dozen roses 
(red, yellow, pink and apricot) from her.  She wanted me to have flowers to look at instead of 
snow.  What a sweet thing to do in these depressing times.  I also received a colored picture from 
Erika.  A very nice surprise.                                                       

 
I ENCOURAGE YOU TO SUBMIT YOUR “ACT OF KINDNESS” STORY TO THE CHURCH OFFICE 

SO WE CAN SHARE THEM!  
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Would you like to receive the weekly email newsletter summarizing events at worship and upcoming events?  

Also, special bulletins, notices of changes of events, etc.? Send an email to the church office or call 498-2103  

                                                 so we can add you to the email list! 

                                                ----------------------------------------    

 

             You can make a contribution to our church through a mobile app! 

  To get started, download GivePlus Church for free from the App Store or Google Play. Simply 
search for “GivePlus Church” to quickly find and download the app today. Then, you can easily make 
donations directly from your smartphone using your debit/credit card or checking/savings account. 
   You can also choose to donate as a guest or set up an account that allows you to securely and 
conveniently schedule recurring donations and manage and review your giving history. 

   We hope you enjoy this new way to contribute to our ministry! Thanks for your support!                    
    -----------------------------------------------------------------------  

    

Please note that you can make arrangements to have your tithes and offerings withdrawn from your 

account on a regular basis, thus ensuring your donations are received even when/if you are unable to 

attend church.  Please contact Tamara Wilcox for additional information. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

                             
During this time of closure, the Worship Committee has temporarily suspended collection of 

school supplies, clothing (socks, underwear, etc.) and hygiene items for local school children. 

  

The boxes will remain in the Library - once we are permitted to reopen the church, we will 

again accept donations.   

 

Please consider helping our local school children with these much needed items. Thank you!  
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Worship & Ministry Opportunities During the  

COVID-19 Pandemic 

 
Weekly Devotion – posted Thursdays on GMUMC's Facebook page and on 

YouTube 
 
Sunday Worship – posted Sunday mornings on Facebook page and on 

YouTube; some upcoming Worship may utilize Facebook live or Zoom; more 

details to be announced 
 
Bible Study – if you are interested in an online Bible Study, contact Rev. Tim 
 
Phone Tree – please reach out to people in the congregation, family, friends and community members; if you are comfortable, there are 

persons confined to their homes for health reasons that may need deliveries of food, medicine and other necessities 
 
Caribou Ecumenical Food Pantry – The CEFP is implementing a plan we hope will allow the pantry to keep open on a no or limited contact 

basis for the duration of this crisis as food insecurity appears to be growing in our area.  If you can offer yourself for packing boxes or 

assisting at the pantry in some fashion, contact Ruthann Weeks. 
 
Bobbi Pelletier is available by phone at home and email for church business during her usual hours, M-F from 9-noon.  The Gray Memorial 

building remains closed until further notice.  We are asking that people NOT come to the church in-person unless you have an essential item 

to be picked up or dropped off that can't be handled in any other way.  Tithes and offerings should be contributed using one of the methods 

outlined on the next page. This procedure is meant to protect the health of our remaining staff who use the building and the people with 

whom they live or with whom they have contact.  Thank you for your understanding.  Rev. Tim is available for appointments by phone and 

video conference.  Mondays continue to be his usual day off. Contact him by phone or email to arrange a time.   
 

** Worship services at the church building and in-person events remain suspended until further notice.   As of this writing, these 

suspensions will at a minimum continue through at least the end of June.  We urge people to heed the recommendations and 

directives of local, state and CDC officials due to the large numbers of people at elevated and high risk during this COVID-19 

outbreak.  The church, that is the people of God, is not closed.  Even though we will be conducting ministries in ways that are 

different than what is familiar, it is no less ministry.    

 

                             

 

                                  Give Us a Hand 
 
Giving continues to be important for our ministries that are continuing and adapting.  Your ongoing 

tithes and offerings will make it both possible to maintain ministries during this time of international 

pandemic and to position us for ministry needs when the crisis is over.   
 
 
There are currently four ways to make your contributions to GMUMC: 
 

 

• Send checks by mail to Gray Memorial United Methodist Church, PO Box 69, Caribou, ME  04736.  Include your offering 

envelope if you have one. 

• By Phone through VANCO, a third party company providing financial and donation services.  Call 800-675-7430 to make a 

gift to Gray Memorial United Methodist Church in Caribou, Maine. 

• By EFT (Electronic Funds Transfer) via VANCO--several people have already chosen this method for recurring gifts.  If 

you are interested in this method, please contact Tamara Wilcox, 492-0371, to set up an EFT. 

• By GivePlus, a mobile application, also offered by VANCO.  You can download GivePlus from the Apple App Store or 

from Google Play.  This method supports both recurring and one-time gifts. 
 
All VANCO methods include a nominal service fee for the church.  Many people choose the options provided by VANCO for 

convenience and, for the electronic options, to ensure their gifts are always regularly given.  Because of regular giving, research shows 

churches receive more funds overall using these methods.  Contact Tamara Wilcox for more information on giving options. 
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                     TRANSCRIPTS AVAILABLE!!! 
 

                  If you missed a Worship Service or a Thursday Devotion, you can view them on Facebook.  If you 
would prefer a hardcopy of the transcription through email or mail, just let Bobbi know.  The following 
transcriptions are available: 

 
                 Date                          Title  
 March 21, 2020  Our Path Forward with COVID-19 
 March 22, 2020  Biblical Wisdom – Lessons from Proverbs 
 March 26, 2020  Thursday Devotion 
 March 29, 2020  Biblical Wisdom – Lessons from Psalms 
 April 2, 2020    Thursday Devotion 
 April 5, 2020    Palm Sunday 
 April 9, 2020    Maundy Thursday 
 April 10, 2020  Good Friday Service 
 April 12, 2020  Easter Sunrise Service 
 April 12, 2020  Easter Service 
 April 16, 2020  Thursday Devotion 
 April 19, 2020  Biblical Wisdom – Lessons from the 10 Plagues 
 April 23, 2020  Thursday Devotion 
 April 26, 2020  The Exodus: God’s Initiative to Move Forward 
 April 30, 2020  Thursday Devotion 
 May 3, 2020    Lessons from a Wandering People 
 May 7, 2020    Thursday Devotion 
 May 10, 2020  Turning from God 
 May 14, 2020  Thursday Devotion 
 May 17, 2020  The Appeal of and Challenge in Following God 
  May 21, 2020  Thursday Devotion 

 

     Here are two pictures of writing found when our sanctuary ceiling was painted in 1978! 
                                   (It certainly needed a facelift!) 
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     Here are several pictures that show the sanctuary and the scaffolding needed to reach the ceilings! 
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                                           Can you beleive how high up he is?   This is one brave young man! 
 

                 
 
 

                                                                CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES & REPORTS  

                            5-21-20 

 

ATTENDEES: Roy Alden, Claire Hodgkins, Rev. Tim Wilcox, Tamara Wilcox, Josselyn Langworthy, Kathleen 

Forbes, Debbie Barnes, Bobbi Pelletier, Neal Genz, and Melonie Carlson. 

 

 The Church Council met on Zoom at 6:37 PM on 5-21-20 to discuss how best to reopen Gray 

Memorial for in-house services and other matters. Rev. Tim gave a brief prayer. Then Roy asked the 

members to talk about how they were all doing. I, Claire Hodgkins, was unable to participate but I could 

hear and see everything. I am doing well. Neal went first to let everyone know he is doing fine but misses 

his church and church family. Kathleen is doing well, is in her new house and has a new puppy. She misses 

everyone and especially the choir. Bobbi has been working from home and only going in to the office to 

complete tasks that cannot be done remotely such as printing off documents and doing the mail. She is also 

typing out transcripts of the Sunday services and Thursday Devotions to send to those who cannot attend 

electronically. Josselyn is all about kids. She misses her Sunday school class and church. Debbie Barnes is 

working and says there is a void caused by not being able to be in church with everyone. Of Course Roy 

misses his team, his church family, not being able to travel to see his kids and grandchild. But, he is staying 

busy. One day at a time. Rev. Tim says he feels strange being in one building, and he also misses the 

congregation and the people in the community, but due to the compromised nature of most family 

members he dare not risk contracting the virus. He is learning a lot about the technical end of creating a 

service. Tim gave a shout out to the Barnums. It would be impossible without the aid of Will Barnum and 

Alaina Pethick who have given tireless hours to create their part in the services. Much thanks to them. 

Tamara shared that she and the family do not see a lot of Tim who hides away in some recess of the house  
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working. She is thrilled that she is now able to do her Financial Secretary work remotely from home after 

some upgrades. That is a big plus for her.  

 

 Roy listed some items he wished to cover in this first meeting of the COVID-19 era. 1. Most on his 

mind is “Where are we at and how do we open the church?” An update from Rev. Tim started the 

discussion. The Trustees met recently to discuss some actions that needed to take place like setting up a 

safe place. They discussed some kinds of materials needed for the purpose and some ideas on re-opening. 

Following up on Bishop Devadhar’s request, Roy suggested and it was passed to set up a small committee 

made up of Roy, Tim, Bobbi, and Neal.  The Council decided that the committee should have at least one 

Trustee, but other interested folks will be accepted. This committee will serve as this church’s advisory 

group in determining the steps needed to safely start the building reopening process. The Council agreed 

that the sanctuary could not open in June even if it was allowed because of the ongoing work there. Among 

the necessary things needed, will be P.P.E. (personal protective equipment) and sanitizing products, 

sanitizing stations in the church, and other considerations.  

            Representing the Trustees, Tamara reported that the painting of the church’s sanctuary floor level 

walls and ceiling is complete. It was decided to hold off on painting the balcony level classrooms, those will 

get done in-house at a later date. The sanctuary hardwood floor will be sanded and a couple finish coats 

applied before the pews are put back in place.  Several pews need repairs. Much of this is a result of the 

flood damage.  Some electrical work needs to be done as it was found while doing the new bathroom in the 

upstairs closet that too much was loaded on one circuit.  An additional circuit is needed to safely 

accommodate the load.  Due to the virus we were not able to get the replacement tin for the Sanctuary 

walls so Judson Drake hammered the existing tin out as best as he could and it was painted. A couple of the 

old radiators have been removed.  The portico pillar that was damaged during the winter will be repaired 

and work will have to be done on the roof as it is pulling away from the building (not related to pillar 

accident). Bernaiche has agreed to pay $3,000 for portico repair work.  

           If any work that is done is related to the items covered by the Capital Campaign, then receipts for the 

work should go through Bobbi for payment and tracking.  Rev. Tim stated that he believes that two thirds 

of the pledge money for our recent Capital Campaign has come in. Also, we were able to get some good 

savings on costs for the Sanctuary work.  The Insurance claim payment has not been to the Trustees’ 

satisfaction.  The original adjuster got sick and the new one has not even come to the site. The Trustees will 

draft a letter to the insurance company regarding the matter soon. 

           Roy brought up the matter of the Nominations Committee in this time of the virus.  He had two 

suggestions to consider - should we ask the chairs and committee members to stay in place for the next 

year, or, should the committee move to push the time to nominate to September or October, before the 

Annual Church Conference? The Nominations and Leadership Development Committee will consider the 

options suggested by the Council and will contact leaders about continuing. 

         The first meeting of the re-opening committee will happen early next week. It is important to get right 

on this. It could take time to assemble everything we will need. Shipments can be slow to arrive.   

         Bobbi will be sending out an email to all that originally was sent to just a few earlier.   Rev. Tim had 

sent the Church Council member the following link to view the webinar he participated in on Wednesday, 

May 20th (very good information!). This information will be included in the next weekly email and monthly 

Newsletter - https://www.neumc.org/virus-webinar520      There is also a new PowerPoint document (in 

pdf form) called "Guidelines for in-person Worship and Ministry during COVID-19" and a variety of 

resources Rev. Tim found quite useful at: https://www.neumc.org/virus-reentry The Council wants to keep 

everyone in the loop. 
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     Rev. Tim discussed the fact that he and Bobbi were looking into getting a streaming license so they could 

put the music in the on-line services. It is not allowed without that license. 

     Bobbi reported that the $17,600 Paycheck Protection Program loan funds which the congregation 

approved during the Special Church Conference on May 13th must be used by the end of May. If it is used as 

directed, the loan will be forgiven. For April, Bobbi had to use some of this funds to supplement donations 

to cover the month’s operating expenses.  Bobbi asked if SPRC would meet soon to determine if staff will 

continue to be paid as time goes on.  Debbie Barnes said they would meet to discuss. 

 

Roy is hoping the Church Council can have its next meeting in person on June 18th. Stay tuned. 

There being no other business the meeting adjourned at 7:37 pm. 

 

Cluster Report: The meeting came to order at 9:05 am on Thursday, May 7th, with the following in 
attendance via Zoom due to the corona virus. Marge Yeager, Tim Wilcox, Josselyn Langworthy, Sandra 
Bartley, Dan Blevins, Paula Lilley, Mary Miller and Sue Brown. 
 

Secretary’s Report 
The minutes of the April 2nd meeting were accepted as presented.  Motion to approve by Marge and 
seconded by Sandra.  Motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 

Paula reported no activity on the checkbook this month and the current balance is unchanged at $523.05.  
Motion to approve by Marge and seconded by Tim.  Motion carried. 
 
Celebrating Families 
   No report. 
   
Cluster Service  
  Some sort of Cluster event?  Tabled until Covid-19 pandemic is over! 
 

Pulpit Exchange 
  Tabled. 
 

2020 Discipleship Recognition 
   It was agreed that submissions for this year’s recognition be turned in by the by the end of October in order 
to give Marge time to prepare the certificates for the Cluster Thanksgiving Service. 
 

Cluster Mission Project – St. Apollonia Festival of Trees 
  Theme:  “Under the Sea” We will wait until our church families are meeting together again in order to 
begin gathering for this mission project. 
 
Confirmation Class 

  On Hold. 
 

Coronavirus 
  Is there a way to be supportive of one another during this Coronavirus?  Can we cover for one another in 
some way to allow for pastors to take a break?  Discussion around having one pastor “cover” by providing 
the message on a given Sunday over the media used by another pastor.   
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We also talked about possible “push back” on opening churches before it has been deemed safe to do so.  
Consensus was that we remember our mandate from John Wesley to “do no harm” and continue to follow 
the guidelines as set out by the Maine CDC and our Governor. 
 
New Business 

   
Cluster Prayer Vigil 

  Mary suggested that we participate as a Cluster in a prayer vigil.  It is a way to be connected while lifting 
the needs of so many in a corporate manner.  After discussion, it was agreed to plan on holding the prayer 
vigil on May 17th at 7:00pm.  Mary will put together the details as well as a written prayer that we can 
email/send to those in our respective congregations so that we can be of one spirit together at that time. 
 

Request for Information 
Mary shared a request from one of the Hospice nurses who is seeking religious AudioBook for one of their 
clients.  Suggestions were made including the Maine State Library among others who may be able to help.  
Please contact Mary if you have additional suggestions that she can pass along. 
 

Joys and Concerns 
   Dan offered prayers for all the volunteers and all who are helping others, checking in, making masks – the 
joy for all of the acts of love and kindness that we are witnessing during this difficult time.  Prayers for 
persons with anxiety and depression – those who are frightened and alone and who may not understand what 
is going on in this pandemic.  Prayers for the class of 2020 who are missing out on their end of year 
activities.  Prayers for children stuck at home and especially those who may be less safe and in more need. 
Prayers for parishioners who volunteer to help and care for those in their communities. 
 
And remember - help is available for folks in need: 
 
   Aroostook Area Agency on Aging is geared up and ready and has also expanded the Meals-on-Wheels 
program.  Those needing assistance are encouraged to call the Agency at:  764-3396 
  
   ACAP is still open though most persons are working from home.  Assistance is available by calling:  764-
3721 
 
Church Activities: 

Cluster Prayer Vigil – May 17th at 7:00pm (Information to follow via email). 

 

Next meeting:  Thursday, June 4, 2020 at 9:00 am.   ZOOM. 

 
********************************************************************************************* 
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                  LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING IN JUNE 2020!!! 
       

          CHURCH BUILDING CLOSED UNTIL AT LEAST THE END OF JUNE, BUT THIS  

CALENDAR SHOWS EVENTS THAT ARE STILL OCCURRING WHILE THE BUILDING IS CLOSED! 

 

Thursday 04  8:30am Thursday Devotion On-line (Facebook) 

    9:30am Worship Committee (Zoom) 

Sunday 07 10:00am Sunday Worship Service On-line (Zoom); later posted to Facebook  

Thursday 11  8:30am Thursday Devotion On-line (Facebook) 

    6:30pm SPRC Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday 14 10:00am Sunday Worship Service On-line (Zoom); later posted to Facebook 

Thursday 18  8:30am Thursday Devotion On-line (Facebook) 

    6:30pm Church Council Meeting (Zoom) 

Saturday 20       FIRST DAY OF SUMMER!!!!! 

Sunday 21 10:00am Sunday Worship Service On-line (Zoom); later posted to Facebook; 

         Father’s Day 

Thursday 25  8:30am Thursday Devotion On-line (Facebook) 

Sunday 28 10:00am Sunday Worship Service On-line (Zoom); later posted to Facebook 

 

Note: For each Sunday Worship Service and Committee Meeting, the instructions to join in through 

Zoom will be sent out in advance.  

 

                        


