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The Basics of Photography 
 
If you are a sports fan, you know what it means when a team goes into a 
“rebuilding year”.  It is just when the owners or coaches decide its time to train 
new members and correct bad habits in others.  And invariably, what team 
leadership says when they go into such a time is that they are going “back to 
basics.” 
 
Sometimes it’s good for us as photographers to go back to basics.  And, of 
course, if you are just getting started in the world of photography and want to 
learn “the ropes”, the basics are a natural start.  But you want the basics of what 
the professionals know about the craft of photography. 
 
Anybody can take a picture at a wedding reception the wedding party leaves a 
disposable digital camera on each table at the reception for guests to snap 
photos.  Before the evening is over, the children are running around taking 
pictures of everything from the dirty dishes to their own underwear and while 
these pictures will no doubt get a few chuckles, they are not the kind of 
professional pictures people want for their long-term memories. 
 
The cornerstone of the basics of photography is the camera.  When you see a 
camera geek walking around with enough equipment on his neck to launch a 
space shuttle, you get the impression that cameras are phenomenally complex, 
more than mere mortals can grasp.  But look at the professionals and you see 
them working with portable, relatively easy to operate cameras.  That is because 
the basics of running a camera come down to aperture and shutter speed. 
 
Don’t get nervous about fancy terms.  Aperture is just a term for how wide your 
camera lens is open to let in light.  And shutter speed is just how long you let the 
light come in to affect the picture.  For getting a shot of a fast moving event, you 
want a wide aperture to let in a lot of light but a short shutter speed so you 
capture the event quickly and close the window so the picture is caught before 
more light hurts the quality. 
 
Photography is really all about light.  You can and will get learn a lot about lenses 
and flash photography and other ways to turn the control over the lighting of a 
shot to you.  So add to your core skills of photography a willingness to never stop 
learning.  The better and more sophisticated you get in your ability to work with 
the equipment, the more you will learn and the more you will want to learn.   
 
You can get a greater control over these basic controls of the camera such as 
aperture and shutter speed by learning how to switch from automatic settings to 
manual settings.  The automatic settings of any camera are just there for the 
general public who are not interested in learning the basics.  So they give you 
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some basic settings like landscape, portrait and sports settings.  By switching to 
manual, you can learn what settings work best in different situations. 
 
And that takes us to the most important basic about becoming a great 
photographer and that is practice.  Take some time with your equipment and play 
with it.  Take it to situations and take photos with different aperture and shutter 
speed settings, in outdoor and indoor settings and different orientations to light.  
Don’t get upset when some shots don’t work.  That’s part of the learning curve. 
 
By learning by doing, you will build your confidence in your work and eventually 
become a great photographer.  But don’t get cocky, there is always more to 
learn.  And that is one of the fun things about photography,  
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Legal notice 
The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as possible in the 
creation of this book, notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or 
represent at any time that the contents within are accurate due to the rapidly 
changing nature of technology. 
 
While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this 
publication, the Publisher assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or 
contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. Any perceived slights of 
specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional. 
 
In practical advice books, like anything else in life, there are no guarantees of 
income made. Readers are cautioned rely on their own judgment about their 
individual circumstances to act accordingly. 
 
This book is not intended for use as a source of legal, business, accounting or 
financial advice. All readers are advised to seek services of competent 
professionals in legal, business, accounting, and finance field. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 5 of 5 

 

 
 Bio 
 
My name is David Wright. 
I have many years experience writing procedures on how to test high tech 
electronic equipment. Re wrote technical manuals so that the average person 
could understand them. 
 
Set up numerous training programs to train Junior techs. 
 
My documenting skills are excellent  paying attention to details satisfying the 
toughest ISO auditors. 
 
I have enhanced my writing skills by successfully completing a course in Writing 
for Children’s literature.  
Completed course from AWAI in Copy writing service ,B2B copy writing, Seo 
management , Email marketing  and web design 
  
This has helped me write how to articles and Information Books  that you will find 
on my website Discount E Books http://www.discount-ebook-s.com/ 
 
I have had a Camera in my Hand since 1965 Gone pro In 1999  
Took the course from ICS in Photography 
 
I am now at a point in life I would like to share my knowledge with the world and 
the best way I know how is by Print either electronically or Hard copy paper. 
 
David Wright 
Electronic service technician 
Professional Photographer  
Experience writer 
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