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15 tips to photograph flowers   

 

You have a  desire to photograph flower but need a good technique to capture the dramatic effect 

Here are 14 simple steps to assist you 

1. Use a tripod 
2. Get up early 
3. Use a reflector 
4. Cloudy days 
5. Use a polarizer 
6. Wait for sunset 
7. Extra batteries 
8. Extra cards 
9. Fill the frame 
10. Lens 
11. From a bugs eye view 
12. Filters 
13. Wind 
14. Reflectors 
15.  Spring Wildflower Photography 

Step 1 use a tripod  

              Most flowers are located outdoors which includes natural environmental factors that will  

               affect your image If you use a tripod it will help stabilize the camera 

Step 2 Get up early 

            The best time of day is the golden hour ( one hour after sunrise) The colours will be  

             , emphasized the morning dew will an mystic presentation to the flower . 

Step 3 Use a reflector 

            A small portable reflection will help to eliminate the harsh shadows. 

Step 4 Cloudy Days 

             The clouds act a natural light diffuser tht eliminates the harsh shadows 

Step 5 Use polarizer  

             If you are shooting in the mid-day sun attach a polarizer filter to your lens. This will eliminate   

              any  reflections and it will also highlight the colours of the flower  

Step 6 Wait for sunset 

              Sunset is another golden hour (one hour before)  
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Step 7 Take extra batteries 

             The elements of nature will take their toll on the camera batteries always carry extras 

Step 8 Take extra camera cards 

             When taking multiple shots your card will fill up fast or you have some special images on one  

              card that you don’t want accidently erase  

Step 9 Fill the frame  

            Fill the frame with the flower(s) donot include the garden hose, dead branches or the fence 

Step 10 Lens  

              For a general view a telephoto lens 300 mm to 400mm 

              For a close up view a macro lens or close up filters  

              For a full field vision a wide angle lens is best 

Step 11 From a bugs eye view 

               Use a small lens  14mm to 28mm  

                 Get as close to the ground as possible and aim directly at the flower 

Step 12 Filters 

              You want the best image possible  to enhance the true colours you will need the use of some 

                special filters  

 Polarizer to eliminate reflections and enhance the colour  

 Neutral density to darken the sky and bring out the beauty of the flower 

 The 81A series of filters to eliminate some unwanted colours and show natures 
true beauty 

Step 13 Wind  

              Wind will always be a factor in any outdoor photo expedition but is more prevalent with the 

                Flowers.  Some people say to clamp the flower to a secure fixture but this goes against the 

                 code of nature “donot touch the plant” the best way is either come back another day or put  

                 up a temporary shield  

Step 14 Reflectors 

              They are small and portable are provide the perfect lighting to eliminate the shadows  

                 They will not interfere with nature  
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Step 15 Spring Wildflower Photography 

For about three weeks in early Spring, great swathes of elegant White Trilliums carpet the floors of 
forests, before trees’ leaves fully develop and block out the sunlight. It’s a great opportunity to get out 
and photograph an abundance of wildflowers that can’t be seen at any other time of year. 

Get low to the ground, put your eye level with the flower or only slightly higher.  Don’t shoot from a 
standing position. 

If you cannot fill the frame with the flower with the lens that you have, you might want to consider a 
macro lens to get closer. 

Use a tripod.  Depth of field will be limited as you get closer, and to get it, your shutter speed will be 
lower.  Use a tripod to reduce the chance of motion blur. 

Use the built in flash for a kiss of light.  This helps make colours pop when shooting under a canopy 
of trees.  Set your flash exposure compensation to -1 

If you are shooting on a bright sunny day, the light will be too harsh.  Carry a small pop up diffuser 
with you and hold it between the sun and the flower for lovely soft light, even on a sunny cloudless 
day. 

When shooting under the canopy or on an overcast day, use your small reflector below the flower to 
fill in the shadows a bit and provide a less contrast scene with a wider range of tones. 

If the flower is in a difficult to reach place, such as a water lily, use your long telephoto lens to fill the 
frame with the flower.  You want the flower, not a cluttered and busy background.  A photo with one 
subject is typically much more successful than a busy scene. 

It’s good practice to check your scene and remove broken twigs, trash and other distractions,  If there 
are live plants in the way, avoid ripping them out of the ground, consider using string or clamps to 
move them temporarily out of the way. 

Spring flowers are very important to the environment, so don’t pick them, and don’t kill insects using 
the plants.  A flower with an insect doing its job has a lot of gesture and is very powerful. 

If you are not completely sure of which exposure will look best to you, use your camera’s Automatic 
Exposure Bracketing.  Set it for 3 exposures with a range of -1EV 0EV and +1EV.  This will give you 
three different exposures to choose from and you’ll typically prefer one over the others.  It also gives 
you three exposures that can be used to make an HDR (High Dynamic Range) photograph. 

 

In conclusion 

                 Flowers are always a natural and fantastic photo opportunity, by using these simple  

                 Techniques you will get some fantastic shots while preserving the environment  

                 Have fun experiment and stay safe.      
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   LEGAL NOTICE 

 

The Publisher has strived to be as accurate and complete as possible in the creation of this book, 
notwithstanding the fact that he does not warrant or represent at any time that the contents within are 
accurate due to the rapidly changing nature of technology. 

While all attempts have been made to verify information provided in this publication, the Publisher 
assumes no responsibility for errors, omissions, or contrary interpretation of the subject matter herein. 
Any perceived slights of specific persons, peoples, or organizations are unintentional. 

In practical advice books, like anything else in life, there are no guarantees of income made. Readers 
are cautioned rely on their own judgment about their individual circumstances to act accordingly. 

This book is not intended for use as a source of legal, business, accounting or financial advice. All 
readers are advised to seek services of competent professionals in legal, business, accounting, and 
finance field. 
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My name is David Wright. 

I have many years experience writing procedures on how to test high tech electronic equipment. Re 
wrote technical manuals so that the average person could understand them. 

Set up numerous training programs to train junior techs. 

My documenting skills are excellent paying attention to details satisfying the toughest ISO auditors. 

I have enhanced my writing skills by successfully completing a course in Writing for Children’s 
literature.  

Completed course from AWAI in Copy writing service ,B2B copy writing, SEO management , Email 
marketing  and web design 

 This has helped me write how to articles and Information Books  that you will find on my website 
Discount E Books http://www.discount-ebook-s.com/ 

I have had a Camera in my Hand since 1965 gone pro In 1999  

T taking the course from ICS in Photography 

I am now at a point in life I would like to share my knowledge with the world. And the best way I know 
how is by Print either electronically or Hard copy paper. 

David Wright 

Electronic service technician 

Professional Photographer  

Experience writer 
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