TIPS FOR TAKING YOUR NEW CANINE FRIEND HOME
Be sure you have researched and understand the breed(s) you are taking home.

Keep your pet leashed until safely inside your home, they may be scared and run when opening the car door.

When arriving at your home take your new family member for a long walk (on a leash) to show them their new outdoor surroundings.  This can also help to calm the animal and start to build a trusting relationship with their new humans.  
When it is time to enter your new home, the dog needs to enter last, after all people.  This will help to establish ownership, show them that it is your home and that you are inviting them in.

Once inside, keep the leash on – and walk them around the areas in which they are allowed.  (Again, with you entering each doorway first)  If you do not wish to have pets in your bedroom or bathroom – do not take them into these rooms.

It may take up to a month for them to acclimate to their new home and family, learn your routine and what it is you expect of them.  A scared or unsure pet may bite or cower if feeling cornered; trust needs to be earned over time.
Pet may or may not be house-trained.  We do not always know the background of the animals in our care and can only offer our observations while they’ve been with us, and the information given by their previous owner, if they were surrendered.
Your new family member may have accidents until getting accustomed to their new home.  Try taking them outside every one to two hours for the first week until a routine can be established and you are able to assess the length of time needed between potty breaks.  
If you do not have a fenced in yard, it is best to keep your new pet on a leash outside.  Walk them along the boundaries of your property to establish how far they are allowed to go.
Although it is a very exciting time, it is best to wait a week or two before inviting people into your home or visiting others.  Your new pet is unsure of your intentions & expectations at this point and this may delay their integration progress.
For more tips on breeds, adopting a pet, what to expect and/or how to correct unwanted behavior please visit:  www.CesarsWay.com/tips  and  www.DogBreedInfo.com
If you experience problems with your new pet – call the shelter at 375-0505.  As per your adoption contract, the animal may not be sold or given away.  If for any reason they are not working out as a new part of your family, they must be returned to Gateway Humane Society.
Congratulations & enjoy your new family member!  THANK YOU for adopting!

