How to become a
Youth Attorney:

Youth Court volunteer attorneys are High

School students who...

* have a desire to learn more about the
legal system

* want to contribute to reducing
delinquent behavior in their
communities —_

* have passion for helping others

* want to make a difference

Volunteers will complete a training session,

to learn about confidentiality and the roles

played within the courtroom. Community

service hours, internship credit and

scholarship opportunities are available for

those who contribute.

If this interests you, complete the form at

www.southcoastyouthcourts.org/youth_volunteers

or contact our office.

How to serve on a jury:

Impartial jurors are an essential part of the
justice process. In Youth Court, jurors are
responsible for determining sanctions for
each respondent’s inappropriate
behaviors. Jurors are middle and high
school students that are at least 12-years-
old, and area schools are encouraged to
use the jury experience in conjunction with
their classroom activities. The jury should
arrive 30 minutes before the start of the
scheduled hearings, in order to be briefed
on the process and expectations.

If this interests you, complete the form at
www.south: h .0 uth volunt:
or contact our office.

South Coast Youth Courts

Collaborating Partners
Cities of New Bedford and Fall River
New Bedford and Fall River Public Schools
GNB Regional Vocational Technical High School
Diman Regional Vocational Technical High School
Fall River and New Bedford Police Departments

New Bedford Department of Community Services
Fall River Department of Community Development

Bristol County Juvenile Courts
Bristol County District Attorney’s Office
Offices of the South Coast
State Representatives and Senators
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security
Office of the MA Attorney General
Greater New Bedford Inter-Church Council
Bristol County Bar Associations
University of Massachusetts Law School
Each of our Community Service Venues across the
Greater Fall River and New Bedford areas
Towns, Schools and Police Departments of:
Fairhaven, Dartmouth, Acushnet, Westport,
Somerset and Swansea

The South Coast Youth Courts have ongoing
collaborations within the surrounding
communities and we thank each of our
partners for their time, effort and support.

PAACA

Together We Can! _2

The South Coast Youth Courts began with funding from a federal OJJDP
Drug Free Communities Grant in 2000. Additional funding has been provided
by the New Bedford and Fall River Public Schools, New Bedford and Fall River
Police Departments, Cities of New Bedford and Fall River, Bank of America,
Community Foundation of SE MA, HOPE Collaborative, MA Shannon
Initiative, Bristol County District Attorney C. Samuel Sutter's Office, SAMHSA
and other private funders.

The findings, conclusions, recommendations expressed in this publication are
those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the views of the State or
the US Departments of Justice or of the Bureau of Justice Assistance

A Juvenile Diversion Program
Recognized by

The American Bar Association
and
The U.S. Department of Justice

The First Youth Court in Massachusetts
Established in 2002

Fall River Office: New Bedford Office:

685 Pleasant St. 360 Coggeshall St.
Fall River, MA 02712 New Bedford, MA 02746
(508) 676-3511 x4554 (508) 979-1580
FAX(508) 324-2809 FAX (508) 992-6233

www.southcoastyouthcourts.org

Email: tswanbell77 @gmail.com
Email: elisascyc@gmail.com
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What are the

South Coast Youth Courts?

* A four-month diversion program for
15t time, juvenile offenders
Operated by PAACA Youth Services
Hearings are youth-run processes

(Attorneys, Jurors, etc.)
Sanctions and case management are
given at the hearing
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Who are eligible respondents for
the South Coast Youth Courts?

* 15%-time offenders
Ages 12 to 18
Cannot contest the charges
Referred by an authorized agency

Parent/Guardian and victim must sign

off, allowing the Youth Court process

How effective is the South
Coast Youth Court Program?

73% \ 27%

% \ 2
\_/ post program completion

73% of respondents are uninvolved

88% {2 88% of respondents are uninvolved
‘ ' with courts and police one year
\\/ post program completion

i with courts and police three years

What is the South Coast Youth Courts
intake process?

Referral
* Authorized Agencies
(Schools, Courts, Police)
* 1s%time criminal offenses

» School offenses

Consent

* Parent / guardian
* Victim
* Release of documents to SCYC

Intake
* scheduled by Youth Court Staff

HEARING

* Date given during intake

116,082

Hours of community
service, by respondents,
for communities across
the South Coast area

How do the South Coast

Youth Court Hearings Work?
Guardian and child must attend
Plan on 2.5 hours
Youth Attorneys will help guardian and
student prepare for the hearing
Hearing will take place and the youth
must testify on their own behalf
Jury of peers will decide sanctions
Adult Judge will preside over hearing
Sanctions given, staff will explain
Weekly case management at their
schoolto provide support and guidance
during four-month sanction period
Possible sanctions:

Volunteer attorneys that
have gone on to attend
Law School




