
JUNE – ANNUAL REVIEW MEETING MINUTES


DATE/TIME: June 24 (Tuesday)/6:30pm, EST.
FORM: Virtual Meeting
PRESENT:
Chairperson: Walter Hammond
Vice Chairperson: Luis Gamarra 
Member(s): James Karam
[bookmark: _Hlk201690901]Secretary: Tengjie Gao

IN ATTENDANCE: 
[image: ][image: ]	                              Central Florida Section Council, 2025 	
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Jim Karam
Tengjie Gao
Luis Gamarra
Jack Colpas
[bookmark: _Hlk201690503]Matthew J. Traum (UF MAE Dept.)
Missy Jones
Christian Yeara
Rhett Jefferies
Walter Hammond


GENERAL BUSINESS:
Meeting minutes presented from June – annual review meeting
Accepted – Walter
Seconded – Tengjie
Minutes Approved

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:
6:32 PM

AGENDA 1: 2024-2025 ANNUAL REPORT AND LIST OF ACTIVITIES
Contents:
1) [bookmark: _Hlk201689976]Briefing on the 2024-2025 Annual Report by Walter
2) Briefing on the 2024-2025 List of Activities by Walter
· Appendix of the minutes

[bookmark: _Hlk201690594]AGENDA 2: AIAA CFS OPEN POSITIONS & CANDIDATES
Contents:
1) [bookmark: _Hlk201689910]Detailed discussion of the open positions described below by Walter
· Technical Activities/Programs
· Identify topics of interest to the CFS professional membership.
· Identify/recruit speakers for speaking events. Identify activities of interest to younger members, from college students to professionals in their 20s.
· More than one volunteer is needed to staff this position, particularly because the interests and ages vary.
· STEM/K-12
· The CFS prides itself on having a strong Science, Technology, Engineering, Math program for elementary through high school students in the past.
· We have some volunteers already, but could use more. We have 66 Educator Associates (in addition to the 400+ members) in the CFS, and some of these have stepped forward and started new activities or supported on-going efforts.
· Volunteers could expect to travel to different schools or to new venues such as the Junior Achievement of Central Florida (JACF) INSPIRE Program.
· We have a big event coming up in October--the SmallSat Education Conference.
· Communications
· This position overlaps with Programs, STEM/K-12, Membership, and particularly Social Media/Outreach.
· Obtain the CFS Roster in Microsoft Excel from the Chair; learn how to sort the roster; learn how to filter the roster by member type, member grade, and so on as needed.
· Send newsworthy items to the CFS membership. This can be anything such as a SpaceX Starship crash, a new Blue Origin launch vehicle's maiden flight, and so on (i.e., monthly newsletter).
· Social Media/Outreach
· This position overlaps with Communications.
· Make regular postings (once a week) on our Facebook, X, LinkedIn, Instagram pages.
· On occasion (e.g., recorded meeting presentations) post videos on YouTube.
· The Chair will give you the username and password for making YouTube video postings.
· Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/AIAACFL/
· LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/aiaa-ucf/
· Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/aiaaucf/?hl=en
· YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCvPtuaM8bl0l9-rsRGssN-w

· Membership
· This position overlaps with Honors and Awards.
· Use the CFS Membership Roster in Microsoft Excel to identify candidates for Associate Fellow (i.e., present Senior Members who are deserving of recognition as AF).
· There is an AF application process they would follow (Walter can send out the relevant info upon request by the Membership COM. Chair).
· Identify worthy members who deserve recognition for achievement. Work with the Honors and Awards volunteer(s) to recognize them with a trophy, plaque, or certificate as appropriate.
· Help the Chair in sending mail outs to the CFS membership for various purposes.
· Honors and Awards
· Work with the Membership volunteers to honor worthy members with promotions to Senior Member, Associate Fellow, and Fellow when applicable.
· The main duty here is to go to the Award Store, 736 North Mills Avenue, Orlando FL 32803, phone (407) 894-8411 and order personalized trophies, plaques, or certficates mounted on a wood panel as appropriate for the awardee. Then pick them up and bring to the Awards Dinner Meeting or similar occasion.
· Public Policy
· Participate on behalf of the CFS in AIAA Aerospace Policy Connection events (which has replaced Congressional Visits Day).
· Host a home district congressional member policy event.
· Host a Florida representation policy event.
· Work with Communications volunteer(s) to include state and congressional leaders on CFS communications.
2) Candidates appointed by Walter
· Matthew J. Traum for Technical Activities/Programs COM. Chair
· James Karam for Communications & Social Media/Outreach COM.  Chair
· Corydon Strawser for Honors and Awards COM. Chair
· Everyone for Membership COM.






[bookmark: _Hlk201688331]AGENDA 3: RATIFICATION OF RESULTS FOR OFFICERS (2025-2026)
Contents:
[bookmark: _Hlk201690803]1)	Walter Hammond (Chair)
2)	Luis Gamarra (Vice Chair)
3)	Jennifer Webb (Treasurer)
4)	Tengjie Gao (Secretary)
· Terms to begin immediately (June 25, 2025)

AGENDA 4: OPEN FLOOR FOR QUESTIONS OR DISCUSSIONS (2025-2026)
Contents:
1) STEM/K-12
· Luis:
· Only a few 8th graders showed interest in us during the last Junior Achievement of Central Florida (JACF) INSPIRE Exhibition event. INSPIRE for CFS is for 8th grade students.
· Reason(s) behind that could be lack of participation of teachers (e.g., Educator Associates) at the event.
· Solution: for the next event, have teachers accompany their students to maintain order and escort them in groups to the different booths at INSPIRE.
· Walter:
· Solution: ahead of the next event, communicate with JACF leadership suggesting the inclusion of the teachers; otherwise, it is hard to draw the 8th grade attendees’ attention. 
2) Communications
· Luis:
· Proposal: start using SIGNAL (i.e., an app specializes at nondisclosure communication solutions) for efficient internal communications; the idea was backed up by Christian.
· Proposal: if using WhatsApp, attach our event/news links to group chats because nowadays ppl stick to their phones – so our contents can be much easier to be spread out. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk201693058]Proposal: skip any unnecessary so-called “democracy” procedures for efficient decision making.
· Although the meeting attendees reached to the consent of using WhatsApp for our primary group chat platform, Walter asked Christian to research the use of SIGNAL and keep others posted.
· Walter:
· The main purpose of the selection of group chat platform is to prompt additional ~15% of AIAA CFS members to engage with our activities.
· Jim (James):
· Proposal: send him a copy of anything (e.g., news in aerospace that are not covered by the national AIAA daily newsletter) that may be interesting to our members so that he can post them on our social media platforms (i.e., to increase exposure of AIAA CFS to the public).
3) Technical Activities/Programs
· Luis:
· Proposal: start giving “room” to the local college students for their side projects showcase/presentation to help with the next generation workforce incubation via valuable feedback and judgement given by experienced professionals.
· Christian:
· Proposal: it is important to achieve the “balance” of student and professional sessions – host mini-technical conference/seminar/webinar for a small group of experts in a field and allow more 1-on-1 connections, whereas student sessions will be widely opened to variety of student bodies.
· Jack:
· Proposal: make such event be more inclusive to the younger sector – having the kids involved in hand-on projects, like an on-site rocket launch or exhibition.
· Tengjie:
· Proposal: for the events involved college student project showcase/presentation, invite several experienced senior design instructors from the local colleges to serve as the “judger” to provide the student attendees with valuable feedback/guidance.
· Rhett:
· Inquiry: coverage of fee/attending expenses for professionals in events like the AIAA SciTech conference.
· Volunteer for the AIAA SciTech conference this upcoming January.
· Luis:
· Proposal: coordinate a tour of the Lockheed’s Innovation Demonstration Center.
· Proposal: coordinate a tour (with Christ Steven) of the Space Force Museum.
· Other proposals: a) local rocket clubs tour, b) Virtual Reality competition (maybe a tour of a relevant local private sector), c) open house events (let ppl circle ideas/make friends) for young/senior professionals, d) in-person workshops.


MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Luis


MEETING ADJOURNED: 
7:46 PM
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Date Title of Event

Title of Presentation

(If Applicable)

Speaker Name, or Section Members Who 

Supported Outside Event (e.g. Airshow)

(If More Than 5, Just Enter Number of Members)

Attendance 

Number

Event Category

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Event Type

(e.g. In-Person / Hybrid / Virtual)

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Main Focus Area

(e.g. STEM/K-12, YP, General)

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Secondary Focus Area, If Applicable

(e.g. STEM/K-12, YP, General)

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Partner Organizations

(If Applicable)

Outside Revenue Source

(e.g. Sponsorship, CAT 3)

(If Applicable)

Optional Comments

2-Jun-24 Lecture on Effects of Microgravity Effects of Microgravity on Human Health Thais Russomano, MD MSc PhD 30 Technical Meeting Virtual Technical Activities N/A Space Rennaissance International

15-Jul-24 Lecture on Space Exploration Space Exploration: Past, Present, and Future Walter E. Hammond, Ph.D. 40 Technical Meeting In-Person Technical Activities N/A Space Rennaissance International

8-Aug-24 Presentation on Model Based Systems Engineering

Understanding and Applying the Comprehensive Systems Design 

Language

Sarah Rudder 35 Dinner Meeting In-Person Technical Activities N/A

International Council on Systems 

Engineering-Orlando Chapter

14-Sep-24 AIAA Central Florida Section Booth Career and Networking for Young Professionals NASA KSC Center for Space Education 300 Career Fair In-Person Career & Professional Development Young Professional NASA Kennedy Space Center

10/26/2024-

10/27/2024

AIAA Central Florida Section Booth Small Sat Education Conference NASA KSC Center for Space Education 450 Technical Conference In-Person Career & Professional Development Young Professional NASA Kennedy Space Center

7-Nov-24 Joint Meeting with UCF Student Section Interviewing, Resume, and Career Advice Walter E. Hammond, Ph.D. 125 Technical Meeting In-Person Section Student Branch Partnership Young Professional UCF AIAA Student Branch

14-Nov-24 Resume and Interviewing Workshop Immersive Resume Workshop, Job Opportunities and Networking Lockheed Martin College Work Experience Program 50 Panel Discussion In-Person Career & Professional Development Young Professional N/A

21-Nov-24 Presentation on Satellite Systems Engineering Satellite Systems Engineering and Bio-Mechanics Dave Hutchieson 25 Technical Meeting In-Person Technical Activities General N/A

26-Nov-24 BoMax Hydrogen Lab Tour Tour of the BoMax Lab investigating hydrogen production on Mars Tengjie Gao 8 Field Trip In-Person Technical Activities N/A University of Central Florida

National leader in manufacturing pure hydrogen from only water, sunlight, nanoparticles and soil enzymes, while 

many other labs/companies have tried and failed.

26-Nov-24 Exolith Lab Tour

Tour of UCF's Exolith Lab, which develops and characterizes Lunar, 

Martian, and asteroid regolith (soil) simulants. 

Tengjie Gao 8 Field Trip In-Person Technical Activities N/A University of Central Florida

The Exolith Lab enables space exploration, science, and education by making high-fidelity regolith simulants available 

to researchers and students around the globe.

12-Dec-24 Presentation on NASA's Artemis Program Artemis Behind the Scenes: Why SLS & Orion?

Dan Dumbacher

AIAA Executive Director

100 Dinner Meeting In-Person Technical Activities General AIAA Cape Canaveral Section

14-Dec-24 Reach For The Stars model rocket launches Model rocket launch competition for high school students Jack Colpas 50 Workshop (Hands-On Activities) In-Person STEM/K-12 Technical Activities Olympia High School, Orlando FL Launched 15 model rockets with parachutes, landing closest to the target wins.

23-Jan-25 Joint Meeting with UCF Student Section

Presentation on AIAA Central Florida Section Activities and 

Initiatives

Walter E. Hammond, Ph.D. 125 Dinner Meeting In-Person Section Student Branch Partnership Young Professional UCF AIAA Student Branch

24-Jan-25 Florida Technology Institute Tour

Tour of Departments of Aerospace, Physics, and Space Sciences at 

Florida Tech 

Tengjie Gao 15 Field Trip In-Person Technical Activities N/A Florida Technology Institute

28-Jan-25

Junior Achievement INSPIRE Career Fair for all 8th graders 

in Osceola County, FL

 JA Inspire is a forward-thinking, career exploration event that 

focuses on the development of our local youth and workforce.

Junior Achievement of Central Florida 5000 Career Fair In-Person STEM/K-12 Technical Activities Junior Achievement of Central Florida

Junior Achievement of Central 

Florida

15-Feb-24 SECME Regional Competition

Glider competiton to determine which student-made glider has the 

longest range

UCF College of Engineering and Computer Science 400 STEM/K-12 In-Person STEM/K-12 Technical Activities

UCF College of Engineering and Computer 

Science

20-Feb-25

Cislunar Space-Based Space Surveillance for Space Domain 

Awareness

Presentation focuses on the scientific framework for a space 

surveillance network for space domain awareness applications

Tarek Elgohary, Ph.D. 40 Dinner Meeting In-Person Technical Activities General

UCF Department of Mechanical and 

Aerospace Engineering

6-Mar-25 Joint Meeting with UCF Student Section

Discussions on career opportunities in aerospace and mechanical 

engineering in Central Florida

Lockheed Martin, L3Harris, Northrop Grumman 

headhunters

125 Panel Discussion In-Person Career & Professional Development Young Professional UCF AIAA Student Branch

4/02/2025-

4/04/2025

Junior Achievement INSPIRE Career Fair for all 8th graders 

in Orange County, FL

 JA Inspire is a forward-thinking, career exploration event that 

focuses on the development of our local youth and workforce.

Junior Achievement of Central Florida 12,000 Career Fair In-Person STEM/K-12 Technical Activities Junior Achievement of Central Florida

Junior Achievement of Central 

Florida

This three-day event allows us to introduce us to over 15,000 8th grade students in the Orange County School District. 

We set up interactive (static models of rockets/spacecrafts) and informational (promotional items like paper handouts 

and handicrafts) booth to teach students about potential career opportunities in aerospace engineering and 

theeducational paths to get there.

5/19/2025-

5/20/2025

Estes model rocket launches Model rocket launches for middle school students Greg Ferguson 38 Workshop (Hands-On Activities) In-Person STEM/K-12 Technical Activities Southwest Middle School, Orlando FL

30-May-25 Playing with Fire: Adventures in Space Entrepreneurship

Chronicles the speaker's journey from an Ohio farm to successfully 

landing the Blue Ghost lunar lander on the Moon.

Tom Markusic, Ph.D. 200 Dinner Meeting In-Person Technical Activities Honors and Awards AIAA Cape Canaveral Section

Talk highlighted incremental accomplishments and lessons learned from academics, government civil service, and the 

commercial sector – culminating in starting his own “newspace” companies: Firefly Aerospace, GigEngineer, and 

Frontera Space.
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Date

Attendance 

Number

Council Meeting Open

to Entire Membership?

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Meeting Type

(e.g. In-Person / Hybrid / Virtual)

(Please use the dropdown in the cell)

Optional Comments

14-Jun-24 4 No Virtual

12-Jul-24 6 Yes Virtual

9-Aug-24 5 Yes Virtual

13-Sep-24 8 Yes Virtual

11-Oct-24 7 Yes Virtual

8-Nov-24 7 Yes Virtual

13-Dec-24 8 Yes Virtual

10-Jan-25 7 Yes Virtual

14-Feb-25 9 Yes Virtual

14-Mar-25 8 Yes Virtual

11-Apr-25 7 Yes Virtual

9-May-25 8 Yes Virtual
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Event Category Totals Event Type Totals Focus Area

Main Focus

Area Totals

Secondary Focus

Area Totals

Air Show 0 In-Person 20 Career & Professional Development 4 0

Career Fair 3 Hybrid 0 Diversity & Inclusion 0 0

Dinner Meeting 5 Virtual 1 General 0 3

Educator Development 0 Honors and Awards 0 1

Field Trip 3 Membership 0 0

Lunch-and-Learn 0 Public Policy 0 0

Non-Engineering (e.g. Retirement Planning) 0 Section Student Branch Partnership 2 0

Panel Discussion 2 STEM K-12 0 0

Recognition Event 0 Technical Activities 10 5

Science Fair 0 Young Professional 0 6

Short Course (Instructor-Led) 0 Other 0 0

Social Event (e.g. Networking, Happy Hour) 0 N/A 0 6

STEM/K-12 1

Technical Conference 1

Technical Meeting 4

University Partnership 0

Workshop (Hands-On Activities) 2

Other 0
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Event Category Event Type Focus Area

Air Show In-Person Career & Professional Development

Career Fair Hybrid Diversity & Inclusion

Dinner Meeting Virtual General

Educator Development Honors and Awards

Field Trip Membership

Lunch-and-Learn Public Policy

Non-Engineering (e.g. Retirement Planning) Section Student Branch Partnership

Panel Discussion STEM/K-12

Recognition Event Technical Activities

Science Fair Young Professional

Short Course (Instructor-Led) Other

Social Event (e.g. Networking, Happy Hour) N/A

STEM/K-12

Technical Conference

Technical Meeting

University Partnership

Workshop (Hands-On Activities)

Other
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