
Tree Removal Information & Regulations 
 

Grove Estates Homeowners Association aims to preserve property values by ensuring 
that any tree removal aligns with the subdivision’s vision and architectural guidelines. In 
some cases, mature or significant trees may hold particular importance to the 
neighborhood and their removal could negatively affect the overall appeal and 
desirability of the subdivision. Removal of mature or significant trees may hold historical, 
cultural or environmental value and contribute to the overall beauty of the subdivision.  
 
Informing and educating residents on policies regarding tree maintenance, and removal 
helps settle disputes among neighbors and answer their questions. 
 
Homeowners need to consult the HOA/Architectural Review Board guidelines or contact 
the HOA board to understand the specific rules and requirements regarding tree 
removal. This knowledge will help homeowners make informed decisions and proceed 
by HOA regulations, preserving their community’s visual harmony, property values and 
safety.   

Key Points 

 HOA approval is required for tree removal  

 Tree removal rules aim to preserve visual appeal and character of the 
subdivision 

 Removing trees without proper consideration can negatively impact the 
community’s ambiance. 

 The HOA board/Architectural Review Board requires approval for tree 
removal to ensure compliance with the building guidelines set forth in our 
covenants and with Kendall County. 

 Safety is essential, especially for damaged, diseased or hazardous trees. 

 Homeowners should consult their HOA guidelines and contact the HOA 
board to clarify tree removal regulations. 

 Understanding rules helps homeowners make informed decisions and 
maintain harmony throughout the subdivision. 

 
Common areas within the subdivision are governed by HOA guidelines. 

Key Points 

 Trees located in common areas need HOA approval before removal 

 The HOA requires approval for tree removal if it impacts aesthetics or 
property values within the subdivision 

 Safety concerns, such as damaged, diseased or hazardous trees necessitate 
HOA approval for removal 

 Homeowners should review their specific HOA guidelines as well as Kendall 
County guidlines to understand when approval is required 

 Failing to obtain HOA approval for tree removal can result in penalties, fines 
or legal disputes 



 Understanding the circumstances for approval helps homeowners make 
informed decisions and comply with regulations, preserving the subdivision’s 
appeal and safety standards 

 
Gather necessary documentation to support your tree removal request. This includes 
getting a tree survey done outlining the condition and potential risks associated with the 
tree(s). Additionally, you need to provide a proposed tree removal plan that details the 
steps you will take to ensure the safe and responsible removal of the tree. Removal of 
any trees needs to be approved through Mike Schoppe from Kendall County as well as 
getting approval from the HOA/Architectural Review Board before a permit will be 
issued to remove any trees. 
  Key Points 

 Understand and review the HOA guidelines regarding tree removal 

 Gather necessary documentation, such as tree survey and proposed 
removal plan 

 Follow the designated process outlined by the HOA/Architectural Review 
Board and Mike Schoppe from Kendall County for submitting a formal 
request 

 Be prepared to attend HOA meetings if required to present your case 

 Await approval from the HOA and the county and comply with any 
conditions or guidelines provided 

 Seek professional assistance from certified arborists (Mike Schoppe) 

 Maintain open communication with the HOA throughout the process and 
seek clarification when necessary 

 Homeowners can ensure a compliant and smooth tree removal process by 
following the HOA’s strategy and guidelines 

 
The HOA has the authority to enforce their guidelines and regulations. If you remove a 
tree without approval, you may be subject to penalties or fines imposed by the 
HOA/Architectural Review Board. These financial consequences can vary depending on 
the severity of the violation and the rules set forth by the HOA. Please note that 
penalties range from $1,000.00 to $100,000 with the national average around $10,000. 
The HOA can also implement a case-by-case method that allows board members to 
evaluate each case individually. 
 
The HOA may take legal action against homeowners who violate the guidelines in more 
severe cases. This could result in a lawsuit, which can be costly and time consuming for 
all parties involved. It is important to note that HOAs typically have the legal authority to 
enforce the covenants and protect the community’s interests. 
 
If the HOA/Architectural Review Board determines that removing a tree without approval 
has negatively impacted the subdivision, they may require the homeowner to bear the 
cost of remediation or replacement. That could involve planting new trees or restoring 
the area to its previous condition. 
 



Removing a tree without following the proper procedures can create tension and conflict 
within the subdivision. Other residents may view this action as violating the established 
rules and guidelines, leading to strained relationships and losing trust among neighbors.  
 
Tree removal, significantly when not in compliance with HOA regulations, can negatively 
impact property values within the subdivision. Trees often contribute to the visual appeal 
and desirability of a neighborhood. Removing them without valid reasons or proper 
approval can diminish the overall serenity of the area and potentially affect property 
resale values.  
 
To avoid these consequences, it is crucial to adhere to the HOA guidelines, seek the 
necessary approvals, and engage in open communication with the HOA board. By 
doing so, homeowners can maintain a harmonious community, preserve property 
values and ensure compliance with established covenants. 
  Key Points 

 Removing a tree without HOA approval can result in penalties, fines and 
potential legal action 

 Homeowners may be responsible for remediation or replacement costs for 
unauthorized tree removal 

 Unauthorized tree removal can damage community harmony and strain 
neighbor relationships 

 It can negatively affect property values within the subdivision 

 Adhering to the HOA guidelines and obtaining proper approval is crucial to 
avoid these consequences 

 Open communication with the HOA board is essential throughout the tree 
removal 

 Understanding and abiding by the HOA approval process helps maintain a 
harmonious community and preserve property values 

 Respecting and complying with the established rules is essential to ensure 
a positive living environment for all residents. 

 
Understanding the consequences of removing a tree without HOA approval is crucial. 
These penalties may include penalties, fines, legal action, remediation or replacement 
costs, damage to community harmony and negative impacts of property values. By 
adhering to HOA and county guidelines and obtaining the necessary approvals, 
homeowners can avoid these consequences and contribute to a harmonious living 
environment.  
 


