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When trials put the pressure on …

1. What you need to know.

a. Testing of faith produces endurance. (3; see also Romans 5:3-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

b. Endurance is essential to maturity. (4; see also Romans 5:3-4; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

c. Perseverance will be rewarded.

(12; see also Matthew 6:19-21; Romans 5:3-4;  Colossians 3:1; 1 Peter 1:6-7)

2. What you need to do.

a. Adopt the right attitude. (2)

b. Ask God for wisdom. (5-8; Romans 4:20-21; Deuteronomy 6:5; Matthew 22:37)

c. Keep yourself in perspective. (9-11; see also Ephesians 1:3)



In My Life This Week

As you use this daily guide, write out your observations and responses on a separate
piece of paper and save them with this sheet for reference.

Monday. Read the letter of James (it’s not that long), and write a brief summary of the
overall picture as you see it now including what the letter is about, statements that catch
your attention and questions you have.

Tuesday. True saving faith is living and active. A faith that is only agreement with the truths
of the gospel is not saving faith. An active, growing faith demonstrates its life in what you
are and do. What is the state of your faith? It is still early in the week. If someone were
watching you to see how your faith looked, what would they see? What conclusions might
they reach?

Wednesday. Read 1:1-12. Trials will continue to bump into us and pressure us. Because
they are unpleasant we try to avoid or escape them. With God’s wisdom we can avoid some,
but not all. Review “What you need to know” when facing trials (on the inside left page)
and apply it to the ones you face now — be specific.

Thursday. Read 1:1-12 again. When trials bump into you there are some things “you need
to do” (see the inside right page). Write out what this means for you now, in the difficulties
you are facing.

Friday – Saturday. Sunday we plan to look at Life in the Torture Chamber of Temptations,
from 1:13-18. Read and think through this section in preparation for our time together.
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