
August 6, 2023 

Pastor Douglas M. Cook, Jr. 

535 N. Sarival Ave. 

Goodyear, AZ  85338 

 

Church phone: 623-759-7691 

 

Website: www.hbcgoodyear.org 

Email: hbc-office@hbcgoodyear.org 
 

Men’s Prayer Meeting 8:30 am 

Sunday School for all ages 9:00 am 

Morning Worship 10:00 am 

Sunday Evening 6:00 pm 

Wednesday Prayer & Bible Study 6:30 pm 

 WELCOME   Date: ______________ 

Tell us more about you! 

 

Names (s) ______________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address  ________________________________________________ 
 

State __________________________________ Zip _____________ 
 

Phone ___________________________________________________ 
 

Phone (cell)  ____________________________________________ 
 

Email  ___________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Please contact me by 
 

❑  U.S Mail          ❑ Phone          ❑ Email 
 

First visit to our church?   ❑ Yes   ❑ No 

Member of a church?          ❑ Yes   ❑ No 
 

Church Name _______________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________ 
 

City, State ___________________________________ 
 

Guest of  ____________________________________ 
❑ 

Circle all ages or grades visiting: 

Preschool      0       1       2       3       4       5   

Children            K      1       2       3       4       5  

Students        6      7     8     9     10    11    12 

Adults:      18-24       25-34       35-44 

    45-54       55-64       65-74   75+ 

How did you learn about our church? 
  

❑ Friend     ❑ Mailing      ❑ Newspaper 
 

❑ Internet   Other _________________________ 
 

New to community?  ❑ Yes    ❑ No 

Comments: _________________________________ 
 

 

_______________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________ 

Dear Brothers and Sisters at Harvest Baptist,                                                     July 11, 2023  
    The last time we wrote we mentioned that there was going to be a church wedding here. I 
mentioned that we were under a great deal of pressure to perform a traditional animistic ceremo-
ny as well as providing abundant rice wine for the wedding guests. One of our church leaders 
tried to handle this before the wedding. The man who is insisting on doing things the “old” way is 
the head of the traditional cultural law in our area. Pretty much every tribal village on this part of 
the island has a man in this position. We thought this was handled before the wedding, but we 
were wrong.  
    Another factor really complicated things for us. There is another church group in our area. 
This is the church that was started by Akim when we did not go through with his ordination. As 
far as we can tell, there are almost no believers in this church. This church group was started in 
our province years ago by an evangelical group. Unfortunately, now many of their pastors in the 
churches near here don’t know the Lord. This group had a wedding in our village four days be-
fore ours. Their church also has regulations forbidding the animistic ceremony and also forbids 
any drinking. But in spite of this, the family of the girl who got married did the animistic ceremony 
and also provided abundant alcohol. Of course the thinking then was, that since they did this, we 
should do it also.  
     Our wedding four days later was very nice, and the reception and meal were also very nice. 
Then a few days later we received a very nasty and threatening letter from the local head of 
traditional law. He said that we did not honor him or the memory of their ancestors by not doing 
what he had wanted us to do. Honor is a big deal here. He demanded that a number of our folks 
go down to his village so he could lead a court case and fine them. The day of the court case, 
there were many local leaders including our local congressman who attended. They all said that 
this man had no right to insist that we follow animistic law, and that we should not be fined. That 
meeting lasted three hours. During that meeting, no food was served and they didn’t even serve 
any coffee. This was a major breach of etiquette in this culture and was not a coincidence. No 
final decision was made at that time. But the head of traditional law said that he would come 
here this last Sunday to give his final decision.  
    The night before that Sunday afternoon meeting, we all talked together as a group about what 
their response would be. I asked that no matter what they decided to do, that they would be of 
one heart and mind. I also suggested that they appoint a calm, levelheaded person to do the 
talking for them. They had the meeting on Sunday. The folks handled themselves very well. The 
meeting lasted for another two hours. Apparently it took two hours for them to be told that they 
would not be fined. Our folks were very clear that fine or no fine, they would not be performing 
the animistic ceremony, or providing strong drink at any future weddings in our church. I was 
proud of them throughout this whole thing. It was very stressful for them, and also for me. But I 
believe the Lord was honored through their actions and decisions.  
    In an ironic twist, Akim’s daughter is getting married. She is marrying a fellow from another 
village who is with the same church group as our church. He has approached our men and 
asked them if they would handle everything that needs to be done in our village. I was very sur-
prised to hear that he would ask that. Neither he nor his family have attended our church for the 
last two years. It turns out that he has had some major problems with the leadership of the 
church he brought in here and is not on speaking terms with them. We talked about this request. 
Our guys thought it was pretty funny. I suggested that they be as polite as possible when they 
turn down Akim’s request. At the very least, it would not be very respectful to this other church 
group for our guys to be taking care of someone who is a member of their church. We do appre-
ciate your prayers with us about this whole situation.  
    Bella and I continue to get the Sekadau Bible ready to be sent to the printers. Our target was 
the beginning of July. We missed that target, but I expected us to. Bella is far more detail orient-
ed than I am. She said it would take months for us to adequately go through the Bible to get it 
ready. But having a deadline caused both of us to work night and day to get it ready. Even 
though we will be a few weeks late, we are well within the time frame I was hoping for. I have a 
very long list of things I still have to check. Unfortunately the translation program that we use 
does not allow Bella and I to be working on the same books of the Bible at the same time. What 
is left to be done requires each of us to have permission for the entire project. Bella is working 
right now going through a list of all the words that occur in the translation. This means I can’t 
work on the translation right now. That is why I have time to write this letter today. Tomorrow, I 
will take over and begin going through the list of things that have to be done. Again we want to 
thank you for your prayers for us as we do this. Thank you very much for the $100 that you sent 
to us in May and June. Please do keep praying for us and for the believers here in Sekadau. I 
am very aware that our time here is limited. It influences everything I do, and everything I teach. 
When we left Gerai years ago, the plan was for us to continue to make trips in there and teach. 
Even knowing we would return, it was very hard to leave. At this point we have no plan to come 
back in here once we leave. That makes it very hard to think of leaving.  

Yours in Christ, Paul and Bella 



Welcome and Opening Prayer 
Choir Special  

When We All Get To Heaven - 78 

Greetings & Brief  Fellowship 

Chorus:  Happiness Is The Lord - 188 

Announcements 

What a Day That Will Be - 91 

Offering  and Offertory Ministry 

**Dismiss children to Children’s Church** 

I Know Who Holds Tomorrow - 376 

Prayer 

Scripture Reading 

Special Music 

Message: Glen Stevenson 

 Invitation 

Closing Prayer: Pastor Cook 

Harvest Baptist Church  
of Goodyear  

‘Where church feels like church’ 

Paul and Bella Gervasi,  
our missionaries to Indonesia  

ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 
are available for use during the church  

services. Please see Robert in the sound booth if you 
wish to use this equipment. 

Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for they 
are white already to harvest.   John 4:35

THANK YOU... 
to all who help around HBC in the  

background ministries to help with the 
maintenance of HBC. Cleaning the 
church property inside & outside 

and all the landscaping needs. 

Offering Update 

Saturday August 266- 9:45 AM 

Rose Sylvester 
Went Home to be with our Lord 

July 31, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

    Rose Sylvester was promoted to Heaven 
on Monday, July 31, her 90th birthday. In 
lieu of a memorial service, Rose has asked 

that we sing some of her favorite songs on the 
Sunday following her homegoing.  

Today’s congregational hymns are Rose’s 
selected favorites.  

    Rose was Marlene Pedersen’s aunt and  
a long-time member of  

Harvest Baptist Church.  

August Birthdays  
Doug Ritter 8/5 

Bridgette Draper 8/6 
Cheryl Hodde 8/6 
Kevin Estruda 8/9 

Christina Dolney 8/15 
Carrie Cina 8/20 

Dawn Smith 8/23 
Glenn Myers 8/24 

Diane Bushaw 8/26 
Darlene Fruits 8/30 

Al Camacho 8/31 

 DECISION—INFORMATION 

(Please complete contact information on 

reverse side and check all that apply.) 

❑ I’m making a first-time commitment to Christ. 
 

❑  I am renewing my commitment to Christ. 
 

❑  I want to become a member of the church. 
 

❑  I want to find out about baptism. 
 

❑  I want to join a Bible Study. 
 

❑  I want to commit my life to full-time  

Christian Service. 

❑  I want to serve where needed. 

 

I would like information on: 
 

❑  How to become a Christian 

❑  How to join the church 

❑  Family activities 

❑  Adult activities 

❑  Single adult ministries 

❑  Student ministries 

❑  Preschool/Children ministries 

❑  Music and worship ministries 

❑  Other ________________________________________ 

 

Requests 
 

❑  I would like to speak with Pastor Cook. 

❑  I would like more information on the church. 

❑  Prayer requests and other needs: 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

NAME __________________________________________________ 

 

PHONE 

August 

Anniversaries  

Parrish 8/20 

Cherry 8/27 

• Glen Stevenson, Evangelist, is our guest speaker 
today for Sunday School, AM and PM Services.  

Welcome Glen and family to HBC.  

• Men’s coffee fellowship: Tuesdays 8:30 AM, in 
Fellowship Hall                               

• Ladies Luncheon August 17, 11:30 AM 

• Pizza Game Night August 25, 6:00 PM 

• Cracker Barrel Singing Fellowship, Sept. 24 

Nursery Schedule 

 Wednesday Evening Service  
 Service begins at 6:30 pm 

Our missionary budget supports each missionary equally 

every month. Offering monies designated for a particular 

missionary should be sent directly to that missionary’s 

agency for distribution and to receive a tax credit. 

Put Your Trust In Me 

    I meet you in the place of your deepest need. 

So come to Me just as you are, leaving pre-

tense and performance behind. You are totally  

transparent to Me: I know everything about you. 

Yet because you are My own—redeemed by 

My blood—I have unlimited unfailing Love for 

you. 

    Ask My Spirit to help you be honest and 

open with Me. Don’t be ashamed of your needi-

ness; instead, use it to connect with Me in hum-

ble dependence. Invite Me to have My way in 

your life. Remember that I am the potter, and 

you are the clay. The weakness you bring Me is 

malleable in My hands, and I use it to mold you 

according to My will. 

    Your deepest need is to lean on, trust in, and 

be confident in Me. Accepting your lack of 

strength helps you lean on Me in unashamed 

dependence. I am training you to trust Me with 

all your heart and mind: this is a lifelong  

endeavor. And the best way to not be afraid is 

to have confidence in Me, your Strength.  

Please pray for us.  

1. To be able to finish getting the translation ready for printing. 

2. That we will be able to do what we need to do before we 

leave next year.  

3. For continued health to be able to serve the Lord here. 
Yours in Christ, Paul and Bella  


