An Example Of Obedience
Dr. Paul Chappell

Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which
was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, say-
ing, Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring
forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel,
which being interpreted is, God with us. Then Joseph
being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: And
knew her not till she had brought forth her firstborn
son: and he called his name JESUS. Matthew 1:22-25

The challenge Joseph faced was staggering. The
young woman he loved and wanted to marry was
pregnant, and he knew that he was not the father. Yet
when God told him to move forward with his plans for
his wedding to Mary, Joseph did exactly that. He knew
that there would be consequences. No doubt he was
the subject of rumors and gossip; probably he was an
object of pity if not ridicule. Yet without questioning
or complaining or pushing back against what he was
told to do, Joseph obeyed. The potential future cost
of doing what he was told did not matter compared to
the value of obedience in Joseph's eyes.
Like the other Jewish people of his era, Joseph was no
doubt looking for the promised Messiah. He probably
never imagined that he would be part of the story and
be given the incredible responsibility of bringing up
God's promised Savior and taking on the role of His
earthly father. There are times when we do not un-
derstand all of God's purposes and plans, but we can
and must always be obedient to what He commands.
We don't need explanations or justifications for doing
what God says. It is right, no matter what others may
think or whether it makes sense to us. God doesn't
make any mistakes. He sees what we may not even
recognize in ourselves and calls us to simply obey His
commands.

When we do what God says, we are doing right, no

matter what others may say or think.
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