Referral Guidelines for Orthodontics and Surgical Correction: Addressing Key Issues Across Mixed and Permanent Dentition

Course Description:
This course provides comprehensive insights into the critical factors influencing when and why to treat and refer pediatric and adult patients for orthodontics. Focusing on both mixed and permanent dentition stages, the course will help dental professionals recognize complex orthodontic cases that require timely treatment. We will explore common clinical presentations such as posterior and anterior crossbites, severe crowding, and psychosocial challenges, as well as the need for referrals due to excessive wear, malocclusions, or pre-implant restorative needs in adult patients. Through case presentations, learners will develop the knowledge and skills to make informed decisions regarding treatment, ultimately improving patient outcomes and overall dental care.
Course Objectives:
By the end of this course, participants will be able to:
1. Identify key indicators for treatment and referral in mixed dentition (age 7) such as:
2. ○Posterior and anterior crossbites
○Severe crowding and its potential long-term effects
○Psychosocial issues arising from dental malocclusions
○Impact of oral habits and the presence of supernumerary or missing teeth
Assess when treatment and referral is necessary in permanent dentition and adult
cases, including:
3. ○Addressing patient concerns and initiating pre-implant or restorative referrals
○Recognizing cases of excessive wear or severe malocclusions (Class II or III)
○Understanding the need for surgical correction and when to involve an
orthodontist
Evaluate and apply appropriate timing in both pediatric and adult cases based on clinical assessment 

