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Linda Hecker, MA, BS, RDH, is the originator of the Dental Hygiene Program at Rowan College at Burlington County. She led the program as the Director for fifteen years. She recently retired after more than forty years both as a clinical hygienist and educator. Ms. Hecker served as the hygienist on the New Jersey State Board of Dentistry until her term ended in 2022.

Having participated in Give Kids A Smile Day events since its inception in New Jersey she earned the Pioneer Award, from the New Jersey Dental Association for dedication to the event. Ms. Hecker initiated the Share A Smile Program to provide quality dental care for children when the pandemic safety restrictions prevented traditional Give Kids A Smile Day events.

 Her areas of special interest include improving access to care for underserved populations, advancing the scope of practice for Dental Hygienists and consulting for programs participating with the Commission on Dental Accreditation.
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Objective:

This course is designed to review ethical decision making with regard to standards of care. We will discuss scope of practice and its importance to the delivery of ethical, quality patient care.

 

Outline:

·        Define ethics

·        Standard of Care

·        New Jersey State practice regulations

·        Ethical decision making

·        Applying for and maintaining licensure

Infection Prevention for the Dental Professional

Objectives and Outline
BOD approval code: 22-223 (1 CEU)

Submitted by Linda Hecker

Objective:

This course is designed to review best practices in infection control and prevention. It will provide an overview of CDC guidelines and OSHA regulations.

Outline:

·       Bloodborne Pathogens

·       Exposure Control Plan

·       Breaking the Chain of Infection

·       Engineering Controls

·       Work Practice Controls

·       PPE – when where and how

·       Handwashing

·       Standard Precautions

·       Best Practices for cleaning, disinfecting and sterilizing

·       Handpiece Hygiene

·       Spore Testing

·       Dental Unit Water Lines

·       Hazardous Waste Disposal – EPA requirements

CDC and OSHA training requirements


