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Jason's Journal 

 
òSo they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to 

anyone, for they were afraid...ó 
 

Mark 16:8 
 
A few weeks ago, Amber and I began watching a new TV series 
entitled Fire Country. The premise of the series is about a 
young convict who gets a second chance in prison when he 
joins a conservation camp for prisoners in hopes of shortening 
their prison sentence.  The work of the conservation camp is 
for the prisoners to assist the California Department of  
Forestry and Fire Protection in the work of fire prevention and 

the putting out of fires that are prone to occur in Northern California. Amber and I like 
the show as it is an action drama and there are some twists and turns in the constant  
tensions of life in the characterõs lives.  One thing I have noticed is that when an episode 
is ending and the credits begin to roll, there is always a tension and struggle left open 
ended.  While the episode is ending, the end is not really the end.  
 

I share this with you all as we begin the month of April for a specific reason.  Within just a 
few days of beginning the month of April we will gather to worship to remember again the 
betrayal, arrest, torture, and crucifixion of Jesus. On April the 3rd, Good Friday, we will 
remember again the death of Jesus on a cross for all the world.  Jesus died; the end. 
Then, Saturday April the 4th, Holy Saturday, is a day in the tradition and life of the church 
to be that of quiet reflection as we remember Jesusõ body lying in a tomb. Jesus is dead; 
the end.  Yet in the Christian faith, we know the hope that is coming ð Easter. Easter is a 
reminder that the end is not really the end. My question for each of us for the upcoming 
Easter season is how will we live into the hope we possess, knowing that in this life the 
end is not really the end? There is more. There is hope. There is life, even in the face of 
death, because of the resurrection of Jesus.  
 

One of my favorite, if not my favorite, accounts of the resurrection of Jesus is in Markõs 
Gospel. I like Markõs account for the reason that the end is not really the end.  In the  
earliest of manuscripts of Markõs Gospel, the gospel ends in verse 8. Over time, because 
we humans do not like things to be left open ended two more endings were added, a 
shorter and a longer version. These were most likely added after other gospel accounts 
were written. Markõs Gospel is believed to be the first Gospel written and Mark was in a 
hurry to write about the good news of Jesus.  So much so, that Mark does not spend a ton 
of time on details of situations, but merely recounts the stories. Even more so, when 
reading Mark he uses over and over again the word ôimmediatelyõ stressing the  
hurriedness and urgency of presenting the good news of Jesus as Mark moves quickly from 
one story to the next.  When Mark ends the gospel in chapter 16, verse 8, it ends abruptly 
as if Mark just stopped midsentence and the reader is left hanging. The reader is left with 
what will we do with this news of Jesusõ resurrection? It is almost like Mark is giving the 
reader a choice, how will we live out the hope of this good news? How will we live  
knowing that the end is not really the end?  
 

I share this with us, St. Mark UMC, because that is a question we all must answer for  
ourselves. How might our lives look different this Easter? What are some ways we can 
begin to live out the hope of the resurrection of Jesus in our everyday lives, relationships, 
words, and actions? How can we live in such a way that shows the world experiencing 
struggle, chaos, and trouble that the end is not really the end? We know this truth  
because the empty tomb says so. Jesus is alive! Are we living like we believe it?  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
churchõs monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, April 30th.  
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, April 20th.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of March 22, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 82 

8:45 AM - RSC 59 

11:00 AM - BPC 90 

11:15 AM - RSC 79 

8:45 YouTube Stream - BPC 54 

11:15 YouTube Stream - RSC 48 

8:45 Facebook Stream - BPC 279 

11:15 Facebook Stream - RSC 227 

Facebook Stream 287 

10:30 AM - One Church 237 

10:30 Stream - One Church 60 

Worship Attendance 672 

Sunday School Attendance 43 

Copies of the April Birthdays list, 
April Anniversaries list, and  
Upper Rooms for March/April are  
located at the narthex/welcome ar-
ea at each campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of March 22, 2026 

KREW 57 

EPIC 74 

HSX 12 

The Pastors and congregation extend 
Christian sympathy to the  

following members of our church family.  
 

¶ Judy Corriher and her family on the death of 
her mother, Helen Whitlock, on March 8th. 

¶ Mary Helen Eppelsheimer and her family on 
the death of her grandmother, Helen  
Whitlock, on March 8th 

¶ Emily Corriher on the death of her  
grandmother, Helen Whitlock, on March 8th 

¶ Eliot Eppelsheimer and her family on the 
death of her great grandmother, Helen  
Whitlock, on March 8th 

¶ Trey Grant and his family on the death of his 
father, Lee Grant, on March 17th 

¶ Christy Hewitt and her family on the death of 
her father, Lee Grant, on March 17th. 

¶ Angela Evans and her family on the death of 
her father, Lee Grant, on March 17th. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Jesus said, òI am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live.ó   
John 11:25-26 

 

* Jimmy òJimó Edward Conley 
April 24, 1939 - February 28, 2026 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 
As we move into April and continue through the season of 
Easter, we are reminded that the church was never meant 
to be just a place we attend; it was meant to be a people 
we belong to. For some, church has become something we 
ògo toó for an hour on Sunday. We arrive, we worship, we 
listen, we leave. And while that hour is incredibly  
important, it was never intended to be the full picture of 
what it means to be the church. 
 
Scripture paints a much richer and deeper vision. In Acts, we 
see the early church not just gathering for worship, but  
living life together. They shared meals, prayed together, 
supported one another, and walked through both joys and 
struggles side by side. They were not just attendees; they 

were a community. They were a family. That is still what the church is called to be 
today. 
 
Over the past several months, I have experienced this in a very real and personal way 
through our Conversations Small Group. What started as a simple idea has become 
something deeply meaningful. Each week, we gather on Sunday mornings, not just to 
study Scripture, but to talk about life. Real life. Parenting, marriage, friendships, 
stress, faith, doubts, and everything in between. We open Godõs Word together, but 
we also open our lives to one another. And I can tell you this; it has made a  
difference. There is something powerful about knowing you are not walking through 
life alone. There is something encouraging about hearing someone else say, òIõve 
been there too.ó There is something grounding about having people who will pray for 
you, support you, and point you back to Jesus when life feels overwhelming. I am  
incredibly thankful for that group and for the people in it. They have encouraged me, 
challenged me, and reminded me what the church is truly meant to be. 
 
And the truth is, that kind of community is not meant for just a few people. It is 
meant for all of us. If you have not found that kind of connection yet, I want to  
encourage you; donõt settle for just Sunday morning. There is more. And it matters. 
We would love to help you find that community. Whether it is a Sunday morning small 
group, a Bible study, a serving team, or another gathering, there is a place for you. 
And if you do not see something that fits, maybe God is inviting you to help start 
something new; just like we did. Because at its core, the church is not a building, a 
program, or a schedule.  
 
It is a family. 
 
A family that worships together, yes; but also walks together, grows together, and 
supports one another through every season of life. My prayer for each of us this month 
is that we would take a step deeper into that kind of community. That we would 
move beyond simply attending church and begin truly experiencing it. Because when 
we do, we begin to see what God intended all along. We are not meant to do life 
alone. We are meant to do it together. 
 
Have a great April and I look forward to seeing YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND! 
 
Robby 
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APRIL PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
 
April 2 ð Maundy Thursday - Service of Darkness 
- Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Bypass Campus 6:00 PM. 
 
April 5 - Easter Sunday - Matthew 28:1-10 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
April 12 - Community Care Day - John 20:19-31 
- Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Bypass Campus 10:00 AM. 
 
April 19 - Luke 24:13-35 
- Rev. Rett Haseldon at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
April 26 - John 10:1-10 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Chris Lollis at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 

¶ This month for YOUNG AT HEART will meet in Founders Hall on  
April 13th at 11:30. Baked spaghetti, drinks and bread will be  
provided. Those of you with last names ending with A-R please 
bring some kind of salad or fruit. Names ending with N-Z please 
bring a dessert. It would be helpful if you plan to attend to let Fran 
Brown know by April 10th. You can call or text Fran at 
864.341.4092 or send her an email at franbrown112@gmail.com.  
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you canõt sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. 

 


