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Jason's Journal 

 
“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and 

right spirit within me.” 
 

Psalm 51:10 
 
 
Last month after the snow had melted and temperatures  
began to get warmer, something significant happened to 
me.  My ‘honey-do list’ became a little longer.  Amber  
decided it would be a good thing for me to go ahead and do 
some pressure washing at the house.  I tried my usual excuse 
of needing to wait until the pollen comes and falls; but as 

usual that excuse did not work. So on Friday, February 13th I spent the day pressure 
washing gutters, portions of the house, and the front porch.  While pressure washing 
the front porch and watching with every swiping pass of highly pressurized water, I  
noticed the distinguishing lines of what had been cleaned and what had not.  
 
As I continued this for hours on that day, I began to recite the above psalm in my mind 
and heart. “Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within 
me.” Then I remember saying to God, God I need you to do to my heart what I am  
doing to this porch, wash me and make me clean.  I remember meditating on the truth 
that in my life, I have distinguishing lines of what is clean and what needs to be 
cleaned.  I remember that when I finished pressure washing the porch that all of it 
was clean and how I desire for my life to be the same. Much like in John 13 when  
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples.  When Jesus arrived to Peter, Peter said, “You 
will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no share with 
me.” Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my 
head!”  
 
As we continue in the season of Lent, that is my prayer this season. Lord, wash all of 
me and make me clean. Psalm 51 is a psalm written by David after his adulterous  
relationship with Bathsheba. Psalm 51 is David’s prayer of repentance for cleansing 
and forgiveness of the sin in his life. Lent invites us all to take notice of the  
distinguishing lines of what is clean and what needs to be cleaned in our lives. How 
different would our lives look, if we invited God to wash our lives clean of all the dirt 
and grime that are not of the way of Jesus?  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
church’s monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, March 26th.  
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, March 16th.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of February 22, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 76 

8:45 AM - RSC 61 

11:00 AM - BPC 86 

11:15 AM - RSC 83 

8:45 YouTube Stream - BPC 46 

11:15 YouTube Stream - RSC 58 

8:45 Facebook Stream - BPC 314 

11:15 Facebook Stream - RSC 211 

Facebook Stream 285 

10:30 AM - One Church 206 

10:30 Stream - One Church 46 

Worship Attendance 559 

Sunday School Attendance 37 

Copies of the March Birthdays list, 
March Anniversaries list, and  
Upper Rooms for March/April are  
located at the narthex/welcome ar-
ea at each campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of February 22, 2026 

KREW 59 

EPIC 76 

HSX 12 

The Pastors and congregation extend 
Christian sympathy to the  

following members of our church family.  
 

 Debbie Miller and her family on the death of 
her sister, Brenda Smith, on February 23rd. 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

You know, March always feels like a turning point. The gray of winter 
begins to give way to warmer afternoons. The sun hangs around a little 
longer. There are hints of green pushing up through the soil. And yet, in 
the life of the Church, we are still walking through Lent. It is a season 
that invites us to slow down, to reflect, to repent, to examine our 
hearts. It is a season that reminds us of our need for Jesus. 
 

Lent is often associated with what we give up. We give up sweets. We 
give up social media. We give up distractions. And all of that can be 
meaningful. But I have been thinking lately that Lent is not only about 
what we surrender; it is also about what we see. When we slow down 
enough, we start to notice things. We notice how much we have. We 
notice who is walking beside us. We notice the quiet faithfulness of 
God. 
 

In Luke 17, Jesus heals ten men who are suffering from leprosy. All ten 
are healed. But only one comes back. Only one turns around. Only one 
falls at Jesus’ feet and says thank you. And Jesus asks the haunting 
question, “Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?”  

    (Luke 17:17). 
 

Gratitude, it seems, is not automatic. It is intentional. Lent gives us the space to be intentional. 
Psalm 103 begins with these words: “Bless the Eternal One, O my soul; bless the Eternal’s holy name. 
Bless the Eternal One, O my soul; do not forget all God’s blessings.” The psalmist understands  
something we often forget. We forget the blessings. Not because we are bad people, but because we 
are busy people. Lent slows us down long enough to remember. 
 

It reminds us to be grateful for family; for the spouse who walks with us through ordinary days; for 
children who fill our homes with noise and life; for parents and grandparents who shaped us. It  
reminds us to be grateful for friends; for those people we can call when life feels heavy; for the 
laughter shared around dinner tables and on front porches. It reminds us to be grateful for our church 
family; for the voices lifted in worship; for hands that serve quietly behind the scenes; for prayers 
whispered on our behalf when we do not even know we need them. It reminds us to be grateful for 
community. For neighbors. For teachers. For coaches. For first responders. For people who make our 
town feel like home. 
 

And yes, even for the sunshine. There is something holy about stepping outside on one of these  
warmer March afternoons, feeling the sun on your face, and remembering that winter does not last 
forever. There is something deeply theological about noticing the changing seasons. Lamentations 
3:22–23 says, “The faithful love of the Eternal never ends; God’s mercies never cease. Great is Your 
faithfulness; Your mercies begin afresh each morning.” Every sunrise is a reminder that God is still 
faithful. 
 

That is a Lenten truth. Because Lent ultimately leads us to the cross. And when we stand at the cross, 
gratitude becomes unavoidable. We are reminded that “while we were still sinners, the Jesus died for 
us” (Romans 5:8). We are reminded that grace is not earned. It is given. We are reminded that  
salvation is not something we achieve. It is something we receive. Gratitude flows from grace. 
 

So maybe this Lent, alongside whatever you may be giving up, you might consider adding something. 
Add a moment of thanksgiving before your feet hit the floor each morning. Add a habit of naming 
three things you are grateful for before you go to bed at night. Add a prayer of thanks in the middle 
of an ordinary day. Add a pause in the sunshine to simply say, “Thank You, Lord.” First Thessalonians 
5:16–18 says, “Celebrate always. Pray constantly. Give thanks to God no matter what circumstances 
you find yourself in. This is God’s will for all of you in Jesus the Anointed.” Notice that it does not say 
give thanks only when it is easy. It says give thanks in all circumstances. 
 

Lent is not always easy. It is reflective. It is honest. It sometimes asks us to confront things we would 
rather ignore. But even in that honesty, there is grace. Even in repentance, there is mercy. Even in 
self-examination, there is hope. And for that, we can be thankful. As we continue walking through 
this season together, my prayer is that our hearts would be shaped not only by sacrifice, but by  
gratitude. That we would become people who turn around like the one healed man; people who  
remember to say thank you; people who notice the blessings that surround us every single day.  
Because gratitude does not belong to November alone. It belongs to every sunrise, every warm  
afternoon, every shared meal, every worship service, every quiet prayer, every reminder that we are 
loved by a faithful God. And that is something worth giving thanks for. So, let’s stop being offended 
by everything and start being grateful for all things.  
 

I hope you have a wonderful March and I look forward to seeing YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND! 
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MARCH PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
March 1 – Second Sunday of Lent - John 3:1-17 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
March 8 - Third Sunday of Lent - John 4:5-2 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
March 15 - Fourth Sunday of Lent - John 9:1-41 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
March 22 - Fifth Sunday of Lent - One Church Worship Service - John 11:1-45 
 Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at  

10:30 AM. 
 
March 29 - Palm Sunday - Matthew 21:1-11 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 

 This month we will have our lunch gathering Monday, March 9, at  
MAIN STREET COFFEE COMPANY in Abbeville.  We will meet at the 
Bypass Campus at 10:45 AM and leave at 11:00 AM. If your name 
isn't already on my list of people going, then please send me (Fran 
B.) a text at 864.341.4092 so I can get a "head-count". Hope to see 
you then. 
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you can’t sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. 
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 Prayers of the Church 

 

Prayer requests will remain on this list for three weeks unless we are notified differently.  

RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
 

Ansley Glen 
(1408 Parkway, Greenwood, SC) 
Faye Adams 
 

Magnolia Bridge 
(1056 TPC Blvd, Unit 155,  
Murrells Inlet, SC  29576) 
Susan Hood 
 

Wesley Commons 
(1110 Marshall Road,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Ruth Clark 
Jim and Dodie Conley 
George and Betty Crane 
Skip Heintzelman 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
Lorene Waldrep 
Gene Zittrouer 
 

Shut-In/Homebound 
Mary Ellen Anderson 
(864.223.5275) 
1830 Alexander Road W 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Jean Bedenbaugh 
Lexington Medical Center 
Extended Care 
815 Old Cherokee Road 
Lexington, SC  29072 
 

Tom and Beth Dowtin 
122 Hemlock Ct 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Mary Anna Evans 
5800 Old Providence Road 
Apt 4310 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Evelyn Fennell 
308 Marietta Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Charlie Helms (704.535.7848) 
c/o Teena Williams 
4600 Crofton Ct. 
Charlotte, NC  28205 
 

Miriam Laswell 
122 Leslie Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Bob and Jean Lax 
801 Musgrove St 
Unit 84 
Clinton, SC  29325 
 
 

Shut-In/Homebound Cont’d 
Julie McCaffrey 
101 Wendover Road 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Wilma McCall 
106 Cessna Avenue 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

MEMBERS AND REGULAR  
ATTENDEES 
Joey Hazel Sr. 
Rich Heinlein 
Lauren Austin 
Mom 
Ed Hood 
Jim Conley 
Dodie Conley 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
 

MEMBERS’ FAMILY 
Greg Steifle 
Tom Brewer 
Ruth Barnette 
Mary Jones 
Whitney Stennett 
 

MEMBERS’ FRIENDS 
Becky Steifle 
Gail Rumfelt 
O’Quinn Family 
Jacob and Caitlin Cochran 
Rosie Wher 
Bob Wher 
John-Mark Scruggs 
Dee Dee Setzler 
Will Coleman 
Rebecca Hall 
Valerie Hazlett 
 

MILITARY 
Sgt. Jack Boyd - Army 
Christian Furman - Army 
Audrey Garver - Army 
Ethan Garver - Army 
Randall Geddings 
Joshua Goff - Marines 
Kos Kerhoulas - Navy 
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force 
Will Peeler - Army National Guard 
Banner Peksa - Army 
 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Anderson University: 
Luke Godwin and Eric Philcox 
 

Chowan University: 
Cameron Addis 

COLLEGE STUDENTS Cont’d 
Citadel: 
Olivia Murray and Owen  
Whittington 
 

Clemson: 
Adam Prince, Bentley Setzler, 
Brady Wilson, Caroline Addis, 
Charlee Layland, Chloe Ison, 
Dawson Hudson, Emma Arnold, 
Jackson Hamm, Josh Godwin, 
Julia Creswell, Lexi Layland, 
Liam Tompkins, Lily Lambert, 
Liza Justesen, Matthew Dalton, 
Noah Perrin, and Thomas Goff 
 

Erskine College:  
Hampton Ashley 
 

Guilford College:  
Jillian Mapes 
 

Kenneth Shuler: 
Rylee McManus 
 

Lander: 
Jordan Mapes, Kylie Camp, and 
Rhianna Philcox 
 

MUSC Charleston: 
Wyatt Prince 
 

Mississippi State University: 
Walker Self 
 

North Georgia Technical  
College: 
Thomas Hudson 
 

Piedmont Technical College: 
McCutchen Geoly and Savannah 
Mallon 
 

Presbyterian College: 
Beatty Murray 
 

Tri County Technical College: 
Luke Hannah 
 

University of Georgia: 
Haley McLaughlin 
 

University of North Carolina -  
Charlotte: 
Zach Robinson 
 

University of South Carolina: 
Caroline Bell, Grace Lollis, and 
Meg McGovern 
 

Wofford College 
Hannah Crooks and Mary Peden 
Light 
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The Chancel Choir of St. Mark to present the Gospel Mass by  

Robert Ray (1946-2022) 
 

“Addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart.” 

Ephesians 5:19  
 
Set aside March 15th to experience the music of the Gospel Mass. 
Forty seven years ago Robert Ray, a composer, conductor and 
music educator, sat down to write an experimental work for what 
he thought would be a one time performance. He never dreamed 
it would go beyond that first performance. He packed the music 
in storage and went on with his life at the University of Illinois- 

Urbana. Several years later a friend asked to use the Mass in a high school concert and 
that collaboration brought him to the attention of Hal Leonard Publishing and the rest is 
history. 
 
The work is now preformed world wide. I first became acquainted with Robert Ray and 
this work many years ago in San Diego (while I was still teaching) and attending the ACDA 
conference. Experiencing this work with the students was incredible so naturally I  
wanted all of my students back home to have the same experience. 
 
For background - the Mass is the central act of divine worship in the Catholic Church. 
The mass is also a classical musical form of composition that sets the invariable portion 
of the Eucharist liturgy to music. Think J.S. Bach’s Mass in B Minor or Mozarts’s Requiem. 
“God controls everything I do” says Ray. “It was written in about a two week period. The 
hard part for me was not being a formally trained composer. The creativity was a result 
of divine inspiration. He was working with me.” 
 
Robert Ray did not grow up Catholic rather he grew up in the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church so his music is heavily influenced by that church’s music. Ray’s Mass has gospel as 
its framework yet keeps the classic text of the Mass. It has the improvisational feel of 
gospel while retaining the classic form. I have taught and conducted this work multiple 
times to different groups and the presentation / interpretation is never the same. That’s 
the magic of this work. The individual choirs and or solos take on their own personalities 
which makes it so interesting for the conductor. 
 
As I said previously the Gospel Mass is based on the Catholic Mass which is six  
movements:  

KYRIE - Lord have mercy;  
GLORIA - Glory to God in the Highest;  
CREDO - I believe in God;  
ACCLAMATION - Hallelujah praise the Lord;  
SANCTUS - Holy, Holy Lord God Of Hosts  
AGNUS DEI - Lamb of God 

 
The choir, along with guest musicians, will incorporate all the music of the Gospel Mass 
through out our regular service format. This is music to be experienced, physically,  
emotionally and spiritually. Dance, clap and sing along if you like. I was once told that in 
the African American church there is no such thing as an observer, all are participants. 
So participate at will. Blessings to all and make a joyful noise unto the Lord. 
 
Carol  

Items needed at the Food Bank: 
Canned tuna, chicken, or salmon, 
Peanut butter and jelly, Meals in a 
can (chunky soups, stew, chili), 
Canned fruits in its own juice or  
water, Canned food with pop-top lids, 
Dried beans (pinto, blackeyed,  
kidney, lima, etc), Pasta (including 
whole grain), Rice (brown, white,  
yellow), Low-sugar whole grain  
cereals, Grits and Oatmeal (bag or 
box), Powder or shelf-stable milk  
Bottled water and fruit drinks, 

Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit). 

St. Mark gratefully acknowledges the following gifts: 
 

 To The General Fund in loving memory of Col. Niles Clark by Ruth Clark. 

The Kids’ World Corner 

Our little learners have been busy growing, exploring, and sharing  
kindness every day! We were thankful to continue serving families in our 
community and wanted to share a sweet update from our corner of the 

church. 
 

This past Friday we hosted out very first Parents Night Out Fundraiser. It 
was a huge hit that allowed our Moms & Dads to enjoy a night out on the 

town! The evening was filled with laughter, games, crafts, and lots of 
smiles! The children enjoyed a yummy dinner, fun activities, and special 

time together in a safe and joyful environment. 
 

It was a wonderful night for our enrolled Kids World families, and we are 
so grateful for the opportunity to host events that support both our kiddos 

and our center. 
 

Thank you for allowing us to be part 
 of the church community  

and for your continued  
encouragement and prayers. 

 

— Kids’ World Staff 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
12:45 SPRC meeting 
4:00 Lenten Music listening  
session in Sanctuary 
4:30 KREW 
6:15 EPIC 

2 
5:30 West Side AA 

3 
10:00 Bible Study 
5:00 Volleyball in WGH 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

4 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
12:30 Lenten Service at First 
Presbyterian Church 
5:00 Volleyball in WGH 
6:30 Blend Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

5 
10:00 Grief Support 
5:15 Daisy Troop 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 
6:30 Cadette Troop 

6 
6:00 Founders Hall in use 

7 
8:00 RSC Workday 
12:00 Founders Hall in use 

8 
12:45 Forward Focus committee  
meeting 
4:30 KREW 
6:15 EPIC 

9 
11:00 Staff Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

10 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

11 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
12:30 Lenten Service at RSC 
6:30 Blend Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

12 
9:30 Founders Hall in use 
10:00 Grief Support 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

13 
 

14 
Kairos - McCormick Group 
training at RSC 

15 
12:45 Finance committee  
meeting 
2:00 Church Council committee 
meeting 
4:30 KREW 
6:30 EPIC 
8:00 HSX 

16 
Information due for the 
church newsletter 
10:00 Kairos - McCormick  
arriving to use at RSC 
5:30 Growth committee  
meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

17 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

18 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
12:30 Lenten Service at First 
Baptist Church 
6:30 Blend Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

19 
Kairos - McCormick staying at 
RSC 
10:00 Grief Support 
5:15 Daisy Troop 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 
6:30 Cadette Troop 

20 
10:00 Kairos - McCormick 
leaving RSC 
11:00 Wayne Goff Hall and 
kitchen in use 

21 
Kairos - Leath Group training 
at RSC 

22 
10:30 One Church Worship 
Service 
4:30 KREW 
6:15 EPIC 
8:00 HSX 

23 
5:30 West Side AA 

24 
9:30 Puppet Theater is in use 
5:00 Volleyball in WGH 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

25 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
5:00 Volleyball in WGH 
12:30 Lenten Service at  
Main Street UMC 
6:30 Blend Band Rehearsal 
6:30 Chancel Choir Practice 

26 
10:00 Grief Support 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

27 
6:30 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 

28 
 

29 Palm Sunday 
 

30 
5:30 West Side AA 

31 
Journey to Cross at RSC 
6:00 Teen Journey 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Worship Services are: 
Bypass Campus:8:45 am & 
11:00 am 
Rivers Street Campus: 8:45 am 
& 11:15 am 
Sunday School 10:00 am 


