
2Ûȭɯ,ÈÙÒɯ4ÕÐÛÌËɯ,ÌÛÏÖËÐÚÛɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏ 
ÞÞÞȭÚÛÔÈÙÒÎÙÌÌÕÞÖÖËȭÊÖÔ 

Volume 20 Issue 1 
February 2026 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
GREENWOOD, SC 
Permit # 190 

St. Mark United Methodist Church 
550 Hwy. 72 By-Pass NW 
Greenwood, SC 29649 
http://www.stmarkgreenwood.com 
Church Phone:  864.229.5416 
Kidsô World Phone:  864.227.2776 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

3ÏÌɯ6ÐÛÕÌÚÚ 

 

Bypass Campus (BPC) 
Rivers Street Campus (RSC) 

 



)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƝȮɯƖƔƖƚ    3ÏÌɯ6ÐÛÕÌÚÚ    ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ×ÈÎÌɯƖ )ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƛȮɯƖƔƖƚ    3ÏÌɯ6ÐÛÕÌÚÚ    ɯɯɯɯɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƙ 

 
Jason's Journal 

 
òIn the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour 
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon 
my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will pour 
out my Spirit; and they shall prophesyé.Then everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.ó 

 
Acts 2:17-18, 21 

 
February 15, 2026, the Forward Focus team will have their 
first meeting as the leadership of St. Mark UMC gathers to 

begin the process of Forward Focus.  Some of you may be wondering, what is Forward 
Focus? Forward Focus is an initiative and process to help churches gain a clearer  
understanding for missional opportunities in our community. Forward Focus is laity 
driven, and the team is held accountable by the congregation. There will be  
congregational meetings so that the team can share with you all how their work is  
going.  Forward Focus allows for the team of people to reflect on the history of St. 
Mark UMC, our current reality, and through demographic studies, the possibility of  
discovering where God is leading us in the future.  
 
As we embark on this journey of discovery through Forward Focus, I have been  
reminded of the above passage of Scripture from Acts 2.  If you will remember, Acts 
tells us the story of the beginnings of the early church.  Specifically, Acts 2 is the story 
of Pentecost, the promised Holy Spirit descending upon Godõs people to empower 
them to be the church. The Scripture above is a portion of Peterõs sermon, and Peter 
is quoting from the Old Testament prophet, Joel.  Why have I been thinking about this 
passage in light of St. Mark beginning this missional initiative and process? This team 
can do all sorts of planning, sharing of ideas, setting goals, and working the process 
itself; yet, if we do not seek the guidance of the Holy Spirit in this process, then it will 
be for naught.  The Holy Spirit is the power God gives the church to live out what God 
has called us to do.  Holy Spirit, fall upon the people of St. Mark UMC. Give us vision 
and clarity as we desire to be and do as you have called us to.   
 
St. Mark UMC, here is how you can help our Forward Focus team in their work and  
process.  Not only do we need the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we need prayer.  If the 
Holy Spirit is the power of the church, prayer is the engine.  In all things, prayer is the 
most that we can do.  Here is what I am asking of you, St. Mark.  While we are in this 
process of Forward Focus, I am asking for you to pray a specific prayer every day.  The 
prayer is as follows: Almighty God, today I am praying for the Forward Focus process 
and Forward Focus team members, St. Mark United Methodist Church, and the 
Greenwood community. Today, I am praying specifically for your Holy Spirit to 
lead the minds, hearts, and conversations of the team members throughout this 
process so that St. Mark will continue to plant seeds of Godõs Kingdom in this 
world so that disciples of Jesus Christ are made.  In your mercy, hear the prayers 
of your church. Amen 
 
I look forward to seeing what God is going to do through this initiative as St. Mark UMC 
continues to move forward in mission with energy, excitement, momentum, and  
passion.  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
churchõs monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, February 26th.  
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, February 16th.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of January 18, 2026 

8:45 AM - BPC 71 

8:45 AM - RSC 54 

11:00 AM - BPC 85 

11:15 AM - RSC 93 

8:45 Stream - BPC 46 

11:15 Stream - RSC 75 

10:30 AM - One Church 206 

10:30 Stream - One Church 46 

Worship Attendance 366 

Sunday School Attendance 21 

Copies of the February Birthdays list, 
February Anniversaries list, and  
Upper Rooms for January/February 
are located at the narthex/welcome 
area at each campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of November 16, 2025 

KREW 58 

EPIC 75 

HSX 12 

The Pastors and congregation extend 
Christian sympathy to the  

following members of our church family.  
 

¶ Matthew Miller on the death of his  
grandmother, Elinor Miller, on January 10th. 

¶ Robin Wright on the death of her mother, Dot 
Bowie, on January 13th. 

Need to update with February 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

Over the past month, I have found myself thinking a lot about 
conversations; real conversations, honest ones, meaningful ones. 
That probably does not surprise anyone who knows me well. Our 
podcast, Two Pastors: Conversations About Everything, has now 
been out for over a month, and one of the most meaningful parts 
of that experience has been the space it creates. It is not about 
being right. It is not about winning an argument. It is about  
opening the door to honest dialogue, reflection, wrestling with 
faith, and learning together. What has been especially powerful 
is knowing that listeners are not just hearing us talk; they are 
joining the conversation themselves, thinking, questioning, and 
engaging. 
 

Even the small group I attend on Sunday mornings at our Rivers 
Street Campus is called the Conversations small group. That name 
was intentional. It reflects a desire to create space where people 

can talk openly about faith, parenting, marriage, struggles, doubts, and everyday life. No 
pretending. No masks. Just people walking together and learning from one another. And  
honestly, I think this is something our world is desperately lacking. 
 

We live in a culture that thrives on arguments, not conversations. We listen to respond, not 
to understand. We assume motives. We draw lines. We label people. We struggle to sit across 
from someone who sees things differently and simply say, òHelp me understand where you 
are coming from.ó Yet. that is exactly where growth happens. That is where humility is 
formed. That is where transformation begins. Scripture reminds us of this often. James 
writes, òEveryone should be quick to listen, slow to speak, and slow to angeró (James 1:19). 
That verse alone could reshape our homes, our friendships, our churches, and our  
communities if we truly lived it out. Quick to listen. Slow to speak. Slow to anger. That is the 
posture of genuine conversation. 
 

I often think about Jesus and the many encounters He had with religious leaders, especially 
the lawyers and the Pharisees. They approached Him with questions, but not with open 
hearts. Their goal was not understanding; it was entrapment. They wanted to prove  
themselves right and discredit Him. In passages like Luke 10, when the lawyer asks Jesus, 
òWhat must I do to inherit eternal life?ó the text tells us plainly that he was testing Jesus, 
not seeking truth. That is not conversation; that is manipulation. 
 

If we are honest, we often behave the same way. We claim we want to live like Jesus, but 
we approach conversations like the Pharisees. We enter them armed with talking points  
instead of humility. We are more concerned with being right than being loving. We are more 
focused on winning than on understanding. That is not the way of Christ. Jesus modeled 
something entirely different. He asked questions. He listened. He engaged people where they 
were. He sat with sinners, doubters, skeptics, and outsiders. He created space for people to 
be seen, heard, and valued. Real ministry happened in conversations around tables, on dusty 
roads, by wells, and in crowded homes. 
 

So, here is the question I want to leave you with: Who have you had a real conversation with 
lately? Not a debate. Not a comment thread. Not a rushed exchange. A real conversation. 
The kind where you listen deeply. The kind where you seek to understand. The kind where 
you grow, even if you walk away still disagreeing. My prayer is that our church continues to 
be a place of conversation; holy, grace-filled, honest conversations that point us toward 
Christ and toward one another. Because when we commit to truly listening, we do not just 
grow in knowledge; we grow in love. And love, after all, is the mark of those who follow  
Jesus (John 13:35). 
 

I pray you have a wonderful, conversation filled February and I hope to see YOU at CHURCH! 
BRING A FRIEND!!! 
 

Robby 



)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƝȮɯƖƔƖƚ    3ÏÌɯ6ÐÛÕÌÚÚ    ɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ×ÈÎÌɯƘ )ÈÕÜÈÙàɯƖƝȮɯƖƔƖƚ    3ÏÌɯ6ÐÛÕÌÚÚ    ɯɯɯɯɯ×ÈÎÌɯƕƗ 

FEBRUARY PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
February 1 ð Matthew 4:12-23 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
February 8 - Isaiah 58:1-9a (9b-12) 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
February 15 - Exodus 24:12-18 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
February 18 - Ash Wednesday - 2 Corinthians 5:20-6:1 
- Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Bypass Campus 7:00 PM. 
 
February 22 - 1st Sunday of Lent - Matthew 4:1-11 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 

¶ Young At Heart will have its first get together of 2026 at on Monday 
February 9, at 11:30 AM in Founders Hall at the BPC. Hope you can 
join us for a soup and sandwich lunch. Please contact Fran Brown 
at 864.341.4092 or franbrown112@gmail.com if you are able to 
bring soup (specify what kind), sandwiches (what kind), cornbread 
or dessert. Looking forward to getting together. 
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you canõt sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. 

THANK YOU FOR A SUCCESSFUL 2025 SALE! 
Many thanks for your support of the 2025 Sale! We are still celebrating 
the successñprofits doubled in just our second year, with total net 
proceeds of over $6,000. Watch for updates on how these funds will be 
used to support the ministry and mission of St. Mark. 
 
LOOKING AHEAD TO NOVEMBER 2026 

Plans are already underway for a bigger and better sale in November 2026! Weõve 
outgrown Founders Hall and will be moving to the Rivers Street Campus. With more 
space, we will be expanding what we offer and will need donations of: 

¶ Inside and outside holiday d®cor and accessories 

¶ Vintage treasures: kitchenware, tableware, pottery, china, linens, lamps/
lighting, advertising items, baskets, artwork, toys, and jewelry 

¶ Furniture 

¶ Holiday clothing, shoes, and accessories for our Festive Fashion Boutique 
 
NEW & EXCITING ADDITIONS 
¶ The Tinsel Tea Room, featuring lunch and holiday treats 

¶ A Silent Auction with themed baskets and community-donated goodies, ending 
with a festive evening event 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP 
¶ Pray for energy, creativity, and hospitality as we prepare an event for the 
entire Greenwood community 

¶ Donate itemsñschedule a drop-off or arrange pick-up for large items 

¶ Fran Brown: 864-341-4092 

¶ Cyndi Cioffi: 404-683-0222 

¶ Volunteer to help with set-up, clean-up, or during sale hours 

¶ Bake a cake or make soup for the Tinsel Tea Room 

¶ Help host the Silent Auction evening event 
 
Please stay tuned for upcoming details and opportunities to get involved. Thank you 
for helping make this ministry such a joyful success! 


