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Jason's Journal 

 

òThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.õó  
 

John 1:5 
 

This is a picture I took in 2023 while in South Dakota pheasant hunting with my family.  
I was able to capture this beautiful sunrise one morning before breakfast.  As soon as I 
saw this beautiful display of Godõs handiwork I thought of this one verse from Johnõs 
Gospel, The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. I re-
member that morning being in awe and reminded of this truth found in Johnõs Gospel. 
While there were still dark clouds on the horizon, there was light still shining across 
the plains, dawning a new day with new beginnings and new opportunities.  
 
St. Mark UMC, as we begin the new year together Godõs light is still shining upon us 
and through us. God is offering to Godõs church new beginnings and new opportunities 
this year to go and proclaim the Good News of Jesus to all the world.  In the month of 
January, we will enter a sermon series entitled, New Beginnings. Robby and I both  
believe God has tremendous things in store for St. Mark as we continue to reach out in 
ministry and mission into the dark world around us.  While we may watch the news or 
look out into our communities, homes, and places of work it can seem at times that 
the darkness of evil is overpowering the light of Christ.  It is our hope that when we 
find ourselves in dark times and places of this life, we will remember these words 
from Johnõs Gospel; words of encouragement and empowerment that darkness and 
evil have been eternally defeated by the love and sacrifice of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
As I consider these words from John, the power of Godõs light, and this image I am  
reminded of another scripture, Genesis 1. In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God 
said, ôLet there be light.õ The first words of God recorded in the scriptures is God 
speaking forth light into and over the darkness. That same God is still speaking forth 
light into the darkness of our lives and this world and the darkness will not overcome 
it. St. Mark UMC that is good news!   

The next copy of The Witness, the 
churchõs monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, January 29th.  
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, January 19th.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of December 28, 2025 

8:45 AM - BPC 83 

8:45 AM - RSC 57 

11:00 AM - BPC 86 

11:15 AM - RSC 86 

8:45 Stream - BPC 54 

11:15 Stream - RSC 38 

10:30 AM - One Church 274 

10:30 Stream - One Church 102 

Worship Attendance 393 

Sunday School Attendance 52 

Copies of the January Birthdays list, 
January Anniversaries list, and Upper 
Rooms for January/February are  
located at the narthex/welcome ar-
ea at each campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of November 16, 2025 

KREW 58 

EPIC 75 

HSX 12 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

Itõs hard to believe itõs already 2026. It feels like just  
yesterday we were saying the same thing about 2025. Time has 
a way of moving faster than we expect, and the turn of a new 
year often brings a mix of emotions. There is excitement for 
what lies ahead, reflection on what has been, and sometimes a 
quiet awareness of how quickly seasons pass. A new year  
invites us to pause, to take stock, and to ask again who God is 
calling us to be. 
 

As United Methodists, our mission is clear and deeply rooted in 
Scripture, to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the  
transformation of the world. Those words are familiar to 
many of us, but the beginning of a new year is a good time to 
ask what they actually mean for our lives right now, not in  
theory, but in practice. 
 

Jesusõ final words to His disciples still echo across generations, òGo, therefore, and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And  
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.ó (Matthew 28:19ð20) 
 

Making disciples is not a program we run or a box we check. It is a way of life. It begins 
with our own relationship with Jesus; how we listen to Him, follow Him, and allow Him to 
shape our hearts. Discipleship is formed in worship, in prayer, in Scripture, and in  
community. It grows when we choose faithfulness in ordinary moments, when we forgive 
instead of holding grudges, when we show grace instead of judgment, and when we live 
with hope in a world that often feels overwhelming. 
 

Transformation does not always happen in loud or dramatic ways. Paul reminds us, òDo 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mindsó (Romans 12:2). Transformation begins within us before it ever flows through us. 
As God renews our hearts and minds, our lives begin to reflect Christ in ways that touch 
others. In 2026, making disciples will look much like it always has, loving God and loving 
our neighbors. It looks like showing up for worship, even when life is busy. It looks like 
serving when it would be easier to sit back. It looks like teaching our children what it 
means to follow Jesus, not just with our words but with our actions. It looks like caring 
for one another, especially in times of grief, uncertainty, and change. 
 

Jesus tells His followers, òYou are the light of the worldé let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in  
heavenó (Matthew 5:14ð16). The world does not need more noise; it needs faithful,  
loving witnesses who reflect the light of Christ. When we live out our faith in tangible 
ways, we participate in Godõs work of transformation. As we step into this new year  
together, my prayer is that we would recommit ourselves to the call Christ has placed  
before us. That we would remain rooted in worship, grounded in Scripture, and open to 
the movement of the Holy Spirit. That we would see every interaction, every  
relationship, and every opportunity as a chance to point others toward Jesus. 
 

The year ahead will bring joys and challenges we cannot yet see. But we do not walk into 
2026 alone. God goes before us, walks beside us, and calls us forward with purpose and 
hope. May we be faithful disciples, living out our calling so that lives, communities, and 
the world around us might be transformed by the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

I pray 2026 brings you joy, renewal, and a stronger, deeper faith. I look forward to seeing 
YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND! 
 

Robby 
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JANUARY PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
Happy New Year! For the month of January we will be in a sermon series entitled, 
New Beginnings, as this New Year is a new beginning for the church to continue in 
ministry and mission to the world.  As we begin the New Year together, we will be 
having a One Church worship service on Sunday January 4th.  Robby and I believe 
worshipping together as one on the first Sunday of the year is a great opportunity to 
create the rhythm of continued unity of One Church, Two Campuses.  We look  
forward to seeing you in January!  
 
January 4 ð John 1:1-10ñOne Church Worship Service 
- Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 10:30 
AM. 

 
January 11 - Matthew 3:13-17 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
January 18 - John 1:29-42 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Mr. Glenn Perrin at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
January 25 - Matthew 4:12-23 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 

¶ Young at Heart will not meet in January. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff Parish Relations Committee 2026: 
Class of 2026: Jennifer Goldman and Amy Latham 
Class of 2027: Lara Hudson, Todd Philcox, and Church Strawn (Chair) 
Class of 2028: Jennifer Creswell, Emily Garrett, and April Walden 
Ex officio: 
Lay Leaders: Jonathan Creswell and Christine Philcox 
Lay Member to Annual Conference: Jonathan Creswell 
Pastors 
 
Board of Trustees for 2026:  
Class of 2026: Tammy Marshall and Glenn Perrin 
Class of 2027: Brad Chiles, Holly Mock and David Weathers 
Class of 2028: Caroline Furman, Tommy Miller, and Ronnie Joe Polatty 
Trustees elect their chairperson 
 
Nominations and Lay Leadership Committee for 2026: 
Class of 2026: JoAnn Babb, Dubie Brown, and Rick Henderson 
Class of 2027: Alyson Perrin, Ronnie Joe Polatty, and Kim Sparks 
Class of 2028: Leslie Cheshire, Joy Edwards, and Teresa Roy 
Lay Leaders: Jonathan Creswell and Christine Philcox 
Pastors 
Senior Pastor is the Chairperson of the committee 
 
Finance Team for 2026: 
Class of 2026: Miriam Bickerton, April Prince, John Sparks, and David Tompkins 
Class of 2027: Jason Arnold, Patrick Hobson (Chair), and Bob Roy 
Class of 2028: Amy Ashley, Will Balentine, and Wilson Bruce 
Lay Leaders: Jonathan Creswell and Christine Philcox 
Lay Member to Annual Conference: Bill Lybrand 
Chairperson Church Council: Todd Dalton 
SPRC Representative: Chosen by SPRC 
Trustee Representative:  Chosen by Trustee 
Financial Secretary:  Paige Holley (without vote) 
Church Treasurer:  Erin Layland (without a vote) 
Assistant Church Treasurer: Jim Brown (without a vote) 
Pastors 
Meeting dates and times for Finance - all in room 105/107 at BPC 
January 11th, at 2:00 PM 
March 15th, at 12:45 PM 
May 3rd, at 12:45 PM 
July 12th, at 12:45 PM 
September 20th, at 12:45 PM 
November 15th, at 12:45 PM 
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you canõt sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. 

SEEKING A LEADER FOR WOMENõS MINISTRIES 
 

The Instruct Committee is prayerfully searching for a woman of St. 
Mark who feels called to lead our Womenõs Ministries. This  
rewarding role includes coordinating activities throughout the year, 
working with church staff to send updates and emails to the women of 
the congregation, and providing information for  

announcement slides. 
 

Womenõs Ministries is a vital part of our church family ñ helping women connect, 
grow in faith, and serve together in love. If you have a heart for encouraging others 
and organizing meaningful opportunities for fellowship, we invite you to consider this 
important ministry. 
 

For more information, please contact info@stmarkgreenwood.com. 


