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Jason's Journal 
 

òAnd he (Gabriel) came to her and said, ôGreetings,  
favored one! The Lord is with you.õ But she was much per-

plexed by his words and pondered what sort of  
greeting this might be. The angel said to her, ôDo not be 
afraid Mary, for you have found favor with God.õó  

 

Luke 1:28-30 
 

I have a confession to make. The Advent and Christmas seasons 
are most likely my least favorite liturgical seasons. I know that 
likely sounds odd coming from a pastor, but it is the truth. 
Here is my reasoning for my thinking. It seems as soon as  
Halloween is over the world around us pushes our attention 
past Thanksgiving and directly to Christmas.  It is almost like 
the Halloween candy hasnõt even been eaten and we are  

hearing Christmas music. Then all of the hustle and bustle of the season ensues. I am 
finding that if I am not careful I will find myself wondering where is the hope, love, joy, 
and peace that Advent promises. I wonder have you ever felt the same way.  
 

As I have been thinking of these things I remembered the above passage of scripture. The 
angel Gabriel came to Mary announcing that she was favored and that God had found  
favor with her. The Greek for favored or favor means to be highly honored and  
specifically in this context to be approved of by God to conceive the Son of God through 
the Holy Spirit. This is truly a great thing, but after this visit from Gabriel I wonder and I 
would imagine Mary, at the likely young age of 13, began to think through what all of this 
would mean for her life as her response to Gabriel gave her full acceptance of this calling 
when she responded, òHere am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 
your word.ó  Here acceptance meant she, a virgin and unmarried, would be looked at  
differently and possibly experience rejection from her family, her community, and even 
Joseph, her betrothed. Scripture does not give us all of these details, but humans have 
not changed in thousands of years, people would talk and rumors would begin. I wonder if 
there were times in all of Maryõs hustle and bustle of life did she wonder is this what  
favored by God is supposed to look like and feel like. If we keep reading in Luke 1, we can 
read of Maryõs song of praise.  In all of the questions of others and what the world around 
her would say regarding her, she truly considered the acceptance of carrying and birthing 
the Son of God as a gift of Godõs grace. I would imagine she at many times clung to  
Gabrielõs promise, òFor nothing will be impossible with God.ó I would imagine this prom-
ise of who God is and what God can do would carry her through the most difficult times of 
her decision; and that no matter what would come her way, nothing would be able to 
steal her hope, love, joy, and peace leading up to the first Christmas.  
 

I share all of this with you because as followers of Jesus, those who have put their faith in 
Jesus, are favored too. The only other time in the New Testament where the same Greek 
for favored is used is in Ephesians 1:5 when the Apostle Paul encourages the Ephesian 
church with their new reality of being favored by God. Paul reminds them they have been 
adopted by God through the imparting of Godõs grace to them and God had imparted  
special favor in the giving of Godõs grace and forgiveness of sin.  All of this made possible 
by oneõs faith in Jesus ð our hope, love, joy, and peace in this world.  
 

St. Mark United Methodist Church, you ARE favored in the sight of God; own it, live it, and 
believe it. I am praying for you and me this Advent and Christmas season. I am praying 
that nothing in this world and that nothing in the hustle and bustle of these seasons will 
rob us of the hope, love, joy, and peace that only Jesus brings. I pray we remember the 
story of Mary and how this time that we celebrate began with a visit from Gabriel to a 
young teenage girl, and with her affirmative response to God she gave birth to what this 
world truly needs - the hope, love, joy, and peace of Jesus the Christ.  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
churchõs monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Wednesday, December  
31st.  Deadline to submit information to 
the church office for the  
newsletter is Monday, December 
22nd.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of November 23, 2025 

8:45 AM - BPC 81 

8:45 AM - RSC 57 

11:00 AM - BPC 87 

11:15 AM - RSC 84 

8:45 Stream - BPC 54 

11:15 Stream - RSC 37 

10:30 AM - One Church 274 

10:30 Stream - One Church 102 

Worship Attendance 393 

Sunday School Attendance 54 

Copies of the December Birthdays 
list, December Anniversaries list, 
and Upper Rooms for November/
December are located at the  
narthex/welcome area at each  
campus. 

KREW and EPIC Attendance School Year 
Average 

As of November 16, 2025 

KREW 58 

EPIC 75 

HSX 12 

WELCOME LITTLE  
UNITED METHODIST 

 

§ Congratulations to  
Justin and Allie 
Fricks on the birth of 
their daughter, Miller 
Marie Fricks, on  
November 10. Proud 
big brother is Carter 
Fricks.   

Congratulations on your 
baptism 

 
¶ Vivian Hampton Sunday,  
November 9, at the 11:15 AM 
worship service by Rev. Robby 
Lybrand. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Jesus said, òI am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live.ó   
John 11:25-26 

 

* Vickie Helander Rhoads 
July 31, 1945 - November 10, 2025 

 
* Robin Conley Templeton 

September 23, 1964 - November 19, 2025 

PLEASE NOTE!  All offerings 
must be in the church office by 
December 31 or must be  
postmarked by December 31, 
2025, to qualify for 2025  
giving on your December  
Statement. 
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

One of the things I love most about St. Mark is that we are a church 
with many people, many stories, and yes, many worship styles. On any 
given Sunday, you can walk into a traditional service filled with the 
deep beauty of hymns and liturgy; you can step into an unplugged  
service with modern songs offered in a stripped-back, reflective way; 
or you can join our contemporary service where the energy and sound 
lift the roof with praise. Three expressions; one church; one Savior. 
 

And yet, with that variety comes an important reminder for all of us; 
style does not make worship right or wrong; Jesus does. If weõre not 
careful, we can start to believe that the way we prefer to worship must 
be the way everyone should worship. But Scripture pushes back on that 
idea again and again. Jesus tells us in John 4 that the Father is seeking 
those who will worship òin spirit and in truth.ó That has nothing to do 
with organs or guitars; hymnals or screens; robes or jeans. It has  
everything to do with our hearts being centered on the One who is  
worthy of all worship. 

 

Throughout Scripture, God receives worship in many forms. David danced. The psalmists shouted. The 
early church sang psalms, shared meals, prayed, and broke bread together. Paul calls our whole lives 
worship, not just the singing part, not just the style we prefer, but the way we love, serve, give, and 
follow Jesus every day. 
 

At the end of the day, worship has never been about the style we choose; it has always been about 
the Savior we adore. The beauty of the Church is that God meets people in many different ways. 
Some connect deeply through the rich language of hymns; others through rhythmic acoustic songs; 
others through modern expressions of praise. Some worship best through stillness; others through 
movement; some through quiet reflection; others through joyful celebration. 
 

Scripture never lifts up one musical style over another. Instead, it invites us into a posture; hearts 
open, minds attentive, spirits surrendered. The way we worship may look different from person to 
person or service to service, but the purpose is the same; to glorify God and draw near to Jesus. God 
uses all kinds of expressions to reach His people. All of it can be holy when Christ is the center. 
 

As long as Christ is at the center, all faithful worship is good worship. And that brings me to some-
thing else our church holds dear at our Rivers Street Campus, weekly communion. I know this is a 
shift for some, especially those who came from traditions where communion was offered once a 
month or even less. For many, that rhythm feels ònormal.ó But when we look to Scripture, we see the 
earliest followers of Jesus breaking bread together often. Acts tells us they gathered regularly around 
the table. Paul speaks of the Lordõs Supper as central to the life of the church. Communion is not an 
add-on; itõs a means of grace, a place where Christ meets us, nourishes us, strengthens us, and sends 
us back into the world. 
 

We donõt take communion every week because itõs trendy or modern; we take it because itõs biblical, 
itõs meaningful, and it keeps our worship centered on Jesus. In a world full of distractions, the table 
draws us back to the heart of the gospel again and again. Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will 
come again. 
 

So, whether your heart comes alive with a hymn, a modern chorus, or a simple acoustic melody. 
Whether you worship best with an organ, a guitar, or silence. Whether your soul is most encouraged 
by liturgy, by testimony, or by coming to the Table, remember this; Worship is not about what we 
prefer; it's about the One who deserves our praise. My prayer for us as a church is that we will  
celebrate every expression of worship that lifts high the name of Jesus. That we will honor the  
traditions that shaped us; while also embracing the new ways God is reaching people today. That we 
will be united, not by style, but by the Savior who calls us one body, one family, one Church. Letõs be 
careful not to become so focused on which style of worship is ôrightõ or ôwrongõ that we miss the  
incredible truth right in front of us; God is moving in our church, and people are meeting Jesus every 
Sunday in every one of our sanctuaries. Also remember that when our eyes are on Him, our hearts 
find their true home in worship, no matter the sound. 
 

I hope you have a wonderful season of Advent and a wonderful December. I look forward to  
seeing YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND! 
 

Robby 
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DECEMBER PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
Advent has arrived, and we will be in the season of Christmas before we realize it. 
On November 30th, we worshipped and celebrated the beginning of Advent with our 
Hanging of the Greens service.  On that day, we began our Advent sermon series A 
New Way of Living. Robby and I pray that this season we will all find A New Way of 
Living through the hope, love, joy, and peace that Jesus brings. We cannot wait to 
see you and your family this Advent and Christmas season.  
 
December 7 ð A New Way of Peace Romans 15:4-13 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
December 14 - A New Way of Joy Matthew 11:2-11 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
December 21 - A New Way of Love Matthew 1:18-25 
- Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
December 24 - Christmas Eve A New Way Has Come Luke 2:1-20 
- Childrenõs Christmas Eve service at the Bypass Campus 3:30 PM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand and Rev. Jason Wilson at the Rivers Street Campus 5:00 PM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand and Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus at 7:00 PM. 
 
December 28 - John 1:1-14 
- Mr. Todd Philcox at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
- Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 

¶ December 1, Christmas Party 11:30 a.m. Founders Hall. Join  
us as we kick off the holiday season and end our year with a 
Christmas party. Bring an appetizer to share and also a 
wrapped Christmas ornament to exchange. Contact Elaine 
Moore at elainejmoore3239@gmail.com or 864.992.9968. 
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 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you canõt sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com. 

SEEKING A LEADER FOR WOMENõS MINISTRIES 
 

The Instruct Committee is prayerfully searching for a woman of St. 
Mark who feels called to lead our Womenõs Ministries. This  
rewarding role includes coordinating activities throughout the year, 
working with church staff to send updates and emails to the women of 
the congregation, and providing information for  

announcement slides. 
 

Womenõs Ministries is a vital part of our church family ñ helping women connect, 
grow in faith, and serve together in love. If you have a heart for encouraging others 
and organizing meaningful opportunities for fellowship, we invite you to consider this 
important ministry. 
 

For more information, please contact info@stmarkgreenwood.com. 
 
WOMENõS MINISTRY TINSEL & TREASURES SALE ñ A SPARKLING 
SUCCESS! 
 

The Womenõs Ministry Tinsel & Treasures Sale was a wonderful success! Over 200 
shoppers enjoyed browsing the curated displays throughout our merry marketplace. 
A heartfelt thank-you to all who donated holiday d®cor, beautiful vintage pieces, 
and festive treasures to create such a bountiful inventory. 
 

Many visitors commented on the lovely, well-organized vignettes as they shopped. 
We are thrilled to share that sales totaled over $6,000, which will help support St. 
Mark ministries and programming. Following the sale, the remaining items were  
donated to the Pathway House Thrift Store to further their important ministry. 
 

Special thanks go to our church staff for their incredible support and promotionñ
especially Julie for her strong digital presence and Paige for her logistical guidance 
and assistance with Venmo and credit purchases. We are deeply grateful to the many 
òchurch ladiesó who set up, worked the sale, and helped with cleanup. 
 

A very special shout-out to Cyndi Cioffi, Elaine Martin, Debra Robinson, and Pat  
Williams for months of creating, crafting, sorting, pricing, tagging, selling, and 
packing. And of course, kudos to our very own Santa, Tom Cioffi, who hauled tables 
and countless boxes of precious cargoñand then ran the cash register for the entire 
sale! 
 

As we celebrate this season, we wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas. 
While taking inventory of your own Tinsel & Treasures, keep an eye out for updates 
on next yearõs sale and how you can contribute to another joyful event! 


