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Jason's Journal 
 

“The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep 
hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads 
them out. When he has brought them out all his own, he 
goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 

they know his voice.”  
 

John 10:3-4 
 
Lately, I have been thinking and me thinking has at times 
been a dangerous thing.  Here is what I have been thinking. 
There are a lot of voices in this world calling out our names 
and seeking our undivided attention.  We can hear voices of 
fear and hopelessness when we listen to or watch the news.  
In the news we continually hear of violence, war, natural 

disasters, the presence of evil, hatred, division, and the list never ends.  We hear 
voices calling for our allegiance through the “promises” of politics and politicians.  We 
hear the voices of uncertainty with a doctor’s diagnosis.  We think about our lives with 
all of our sins, struggles, and failures and possibly hear the voice of you will never 
measure up or be good enough. I could go on and on, but I think you may get my 
point.  There are voices all around us calling out our names for our attention and  
focus.  For me, there seem to be so many voices it all sounds like a bunch of noise; 
and I feel like the Grinch on the Grinch Who Stole Christmas when he shouted out, 
“Noise, noise, noise!”  Have you ever felt that way?  
 
With all of the voices calling out our names and seeking our attention, if we are not 
careful and begin to listen to those voices we have the great potential to miss the 
most important voice we need to hear and listen to – the voice of Jesus.  The two 
verses of Scripture I have listed above from John’s Gospel are in the section of Jesus 
calling himself The Good Shepherd.  In the entire section of this discourse, I am  
reminded that listening to the voice of Jesus above all other voices will lead to life, 
because with Jesus as my Shepherd, I have a Shepherd who will guide, love, protect, 
and never leave me.  However, if we listen to the voice of the ‘hired hand’ or the 
stranger (voices we hear in the world around us) then we will be led to destruction, as 
we will be led without a shepherd and left alone in our greatest times of need.   
 
In our lives, what voices are we listening to? Are we trying to listen to the voice of  
Jesus and the voices of the world? If so, that will not work because the voice of Jesus 
and voices of the world always collide and are in conflict. When we are listening to all 
the voices around us, if it is not the way of Jesus that we can read of in the Gospels, 
then that is a voice we need to turn a deaf ear to.  
 
Finally, I am reminded of an older song by the Christian band, Casting Crowns. The 
song is entitled, The Voice of Truth. I will leave you with the lyrics of the chorus of 
the song which says: But the voice of truth tells me a different story, the voice of 
truth says ‘Do not be afraid!’ And the voice of truth says, ‘This is for my glory’. Out 
of all the voices calling out to me, I will choose to listen and believe the voice of 
truth. 
 
I would encourage us all to listen to this older song, it is a good reminder to make sure 
we are listening to the right voices.  

The next copy of The Witness, the 
church’s monthly newsletter, will be 
emailed out Thursday, August 28.   
Deadline to submit information to the 
church office for the newsletter is 
Monday, August 18.   

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average 

As of July 27, 2025 

8:45 AM - BPC 81 

8:45 AM - RSC 58 

11:00 AM - BPC 87 

11:15 AM - RSC 83 

8:45 Stream - BPC 55 

11:15 Stream - RSC 38 

Worship Attendance 391 

Sunday School Attendance 62 

Copies of the August Birthdays list, 
August Anniversaries list, and Upper 
Rooms for July/August are located at 
the narthex/welcome area at each  
campus. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in me, though he die, yet shall 

he live.”   
John 11:25-26 

 

 Frederick “Fred” Lynn Latham 
 July 3, 1948 - July 14, 2025 

New mailing address for Joey, 
Amanda, and Dylan Gambrell is  
203 Joseph St Central, SC 29630. 
 
New email address for Joey is  
jbgambrell@umcsc.org. 

The Pastors and congregation extend 
Christian sympathy to the following 

members of our church family.  
 

 Jason Jordan and his family on the death 
of his father, Teddy Jordan, on July 6. 

Update from the Growth Committee 
 
 A four week Methodism 101 Class led by Rev. Jason Wilson for  

New Members or those who want to know more information on 
Methodist will begin Sunday, September 7th. These classes will 
meet in Founders Hall at the BPC during the Sunday School 
time frame. 

 We are creating a spiritual gifts inventory/talent survey that 
will be sent out for all to participate. 

 Growth and Nurture are working together to plan a Fall Carnival/Party in the 
Patch for Sunday, October 19th. This event would be in the afternoon/evening.  

2nd Quarter Giving Statements 
 
Paige is double checking all 2nd 
quarter statements before sending 
them out. As this is her first time 
sending them out in her new role as 
Financial Secretary, she wants to 
be certain all included information 
is accurate. The statements will be 
emailed out within the next week. 
Your patience is appreciated. If 
Paige does not have an email  
address for you, you will receive it 
in the mail.  
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Hello St. Mark Family! 
 

“Be still, and know that I am God.” Psalm 46:10 (The Voice) 
 
August is a strange month, isn’t it? It still feels like summer, 
but school supplies are already on the shelves, fall sports 
practices are starting, and our calendars are beginning to fill 
up again. It’s the in-between season. We’re holding on to 
summer while preparing for what’s next. And that makes  
August the perfect time to reset our rhythm. 
 
Let’s be honest: Summer has a way of throwing off our  
routines. Bedtimes get later, schedules are looser, travel 
keeps us busy, and even our spiritual habits can take a 
backseat. That’s not a guilt trip, it’s just reality. But now, 
as a new season approaches, we’re invited to slow down, 
take a breath, and realign our lives around what matters 

most.  
Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am God.” That’s more than a nice verse 
for a coffee mug; it’s an invitation to pause. To breathe. To remember that God is 
God and we are not. When life speeds up, and it will, being still is how we keep our 
soul in sync with the Spirit. 
 
So, here’s my question: What rhythms are you living by? 
 
Are you running on a schedule that leaves no space to pray, to rest, to worship, or 
even to breathe? Are you stuck in survival mode, or are you intentionally making time 
to sit at the feet of Jesus like Mary did, even when the world is pulling you in every 
direction like Martha? 
Jesus calls us to a different rhythm. A better one. One rooted in grace, not hustle. 
Rest, not exhaustion. Presence, not pressure. 
 
This month, as your family gets back into a routine, whether it’s school, work, or 
something else, I want to encourage you to build your rhythm around your faith: 
 
 Make Sunday worship a priority again. 
 Start or restart a daily quiet time with God, even if it’s just a few minutes. 
 Talk with your kids or spouse about what God is doing in your life. 
 Say yes to small groups or ministry opportunities that give life, not drain it. 
 And most importantly, give yourself grace as you reset. 

 
Resetting your rhythm doesn’t mean doing more; it means doing what matters most. 
And what matters most is staying connected to the One who gives us life. I’m praying 
for you this month. May your heart find rest, your calendar find balance, and your 
spirit find renewal as we walk into this next season together, one step at a time, in 
rhythm with Jesus. 
 
I look forward to seeing YOU at CHURCH! BRING A FRIEND!!! 
 
Robby 

Emerald City Salkehatchie 2025 
 
 
Dear St. Mark Congregation, 
 
There are really not enough words to express our gratitude for the support, love, 
and prayers that were poured out on the campers of Emerald City Salkehatchie and 
the homeowners we were able to serve. We were able to help three homeowners 
this year! The mission of Salkehatchie is to make homes warmer, safer, and drier. 
And our campers work so hard to do that. We replaced a roof, several entire floors 
and two bathrooms. One 91 year old homeowner had only had baths from the sink in 
years as he was not able to get in and out of his clawfoot tub! 
 
The bonus outcome of camp is the relationship that the youth develop with the 
homeowners and with each other. We are growing servants. Your support in the 
form of time, meals, and monetary donations makes this all possible. We are so  
fortunate to have you as a congregation!  We are looking forward to next summer 
already! 
 
Thank you again, 
 
Holley and Frank Coyle 
Billy Lybrand 
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AUGUST PREACHING SCHEDULE AND SCRIPTURE 
 
Wow! August has arrived.  For many people this means ‘summer schedules’ are no 
more as school has resumed and people are returning to their routines.  We hope for 
the month of August you will make Sunday morning worship at St. Mark UMC a part of 
your routine.  When we are not present together, something is missing from the body 
and our joining together in corporate worship is what equips us to be the church out-
side the walls of the building.  
 
We ask that you please take note of the One Church service coming up on Sunday, 
August 24th.  This will truly be a One Church service as we will be offering only one 
worship service that day.  We are rearranging our gathering times on this day as we 
gather as One Church to accommodate times for Sunday School and One Church Wor-
ship.  This will not be a permanent change.  We look forward to seeing you in wor-
ship!  
 
August 3 – Colossians3:1-11 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
August 10 - Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
August 17 - Hebrews 11:29-12:2 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 
 
August 24 - One Church Worship - Luke 13:10-17 
 Sunday School beginning at 9:15 AM. 
 Rev. Jason Wilson and Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus 10:30 AM. 
 
August 31 - Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 Rev. Jason Wilson at the Bypass Campus 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM. 
 Rev. Robby Lybrand at the Rivers Street Campus at 8:45 AM and 11:15 AM. 

 IN SEARCH OF: We are searching for someone who would 
be interested in leading the Young at Heart for 2026. This  
person can start working with Debra and Elaine to "learn the 
ropes" in preparation for taking over in 2026. If you would rather  
co-chair, then certainly you could partner with someone to help 
you. The Young at Heart is a very active group and enjoys going 
out to eat every other month, having luncheons in Founders Hall 
in the other months, and likes to go on trips. We have scheduled 
our own trips and also partnered with Adventure Travels for 
some trips. Contact Debra Robinson for more information at 
864.993.2957. 

 

 August 4, Monthly Luncheon in Founders Hall 11:30 a.m. Join your friends for 
some good food and fun.  The whole meal will be provided so just bring  
yourself. Contact Elaine Moore at elainejmoore3239gmail.com or 864.992.9668 
to reserve your spot. 

 
 September 9, Alpine Helen Georgia Cost:  $125 In the heart of the Blue Ridge 

Mountains, Helen takes its inspiration from the villages of Germany. As we  
arrive in Helen, we will experience the charm of Bavaria as you take in the  
architectural building style of downtown shops and restaurants. Lunch is  
included at The Heidelberg (the most photographed building in town and the 
very first true German restaurant to be built in Helen). You will have a choice of 
a German or American meal. After lunch our step-on guide will join us in the 
coach with stories about this charming town. We will drive by Stovell Mill  
Covered Bridge (smallest covered bridge in Georgia). We continue on through 
Sautee Nachoochee Valley with a stop at Crescent Hill Baptist Church where you 
can see and learn about the Indian Mound across the highway. There will be a 
demo and tasting at Nora Mill Granary. You will enjoy a stop at Bavarian  
Clockworks, the largest collection of cuckoo clocks this side of the Black Forest. 
After the tour you will have some time to explore the town of Helen. Then our 
journey begins back to Greenwood. Contact Debra Robinson at 864.993.2957 or  
debcol0609@gmail.com to sign up. 
 

 September 18, 8:30 a.m. Heroes and Villains Exhibit and Lunch SC Museum in 
Columbia, SC. Cost:  $35.00 (Will be taking the Kids’ World bus). This critically 
acclaimed exhibition features more than 70 costumes, from characters such as 
Cinderella to Maleficent and more.  Created by Walt Disney Archives.  Includes 
costumes worn by Bette Davis, Glenn Close, Angelina Jolie, and Disney Legend 
Julie Andrews.  Over 60 years worth of costumes.  Of course, what would a trip 
be without lunch?  For the men, if you aren’t interested in the costume exhibit 
then you can tour through the military museum with the same ticket.  Come on 
board and join us on this fun trip!  Deadline to sign up is September 12. Contact 
Debra Robinson at debcol0609@gmail.com or 864.993.2957. 



July 31, 2025     The Witness         page 12 July 31, 2025     The Witness           page 5 

 If you can sew, volunteer to help make 
the quilts.  If you can’t sew, donations 
are always needed.  If you hear of  
someone who might need a quilt, please 
make sure they want it, and then contact 
Kay Gregory at 864-554-4740 or Patricia 
Rickenbaker at 864-980-4293 or email  
Stmarkprayerquilts@gmail.com.  As of 
July 27, we have given out 188 prayer 
quilts.   

 IN SEARCH OF:  We are searching for a woman of St. Mark who  
would be interested in leading the Women's Ministries. This involves 
scheduling activities throughout the year, working with staff to send 
out emails to the women of the church, and sending information to 
staff so that slides can be made for announcements. This is a very  
rewarding mission! Contact Debra Robinson for more information at 
864.993.2957.  

 
 UPCOMING EVENTS FOR WOMEN'S MINISTRY  

 Annual Book Sale August 9. 9:00 – 2:00. Founders Hall. While you are 
spring cleaning, make sure you bring us your books for this sale.  They can 
be brought to the church. Contact Debra Robinson at 864.993.2957 or  
debcol0609@gmail.com with any questions. 

 Ceramic Christmas Tree Class October 25, 10:00 – 12:00. Wayne Goff 
Hall. Cost: $40 (Women’s Ministry will supplement this normally $60.00 
class). It was so much fun last year that I have had requests to do another 
retro tree this year. We will work on a Retro Lava Tree. All supplies  
included.  You can group last years and this year’s together in your  
decorating. Contact Debra Robinson at 864.993.2957 or  
debcol0609@gmail.com with any questions. 

 
Contact Debra Robinson at 993-2957 or debcol0609@gmail.com with any questions. 
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 Prayers of the Church 

 

Prayer requests will remain on this list for three weeks unless we are notified differently.  

RESIDENTIAL LIVING 
 

Ansley Glen 
(1408 Parkway, Greenwood, SC) 
Faye Adams 
 

Emerald Gardens 
(201 Overland Drive,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Lorene Waldrep 
 

Magnolia Bridge 
(1056 TPC Blvd, Unit 155,  
Murrells Inlet, SC  29576) 
Susan Hood 
 

Wesley Commons 
(1110 Marshall Road,  
Greenwood, SC) 
Ruth Clark 
Jim and Dodie Conley 
George and Betty Crane 
Skip Heintzelman 
Lee Kruzan 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
Sam and Gene Zittrouer 
 

Shut-In/Homebound 
Mary Ellen Anderson 
(864.223.5275) 
1830 Alexander Road W 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Jean Bedenbaugh 
Lexington Medical Center 
Extended Care 
815 Old Cherokee Road 
Lexington, SC  29072 
 

Joyce Campbell 
101 Shannon Street 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Tom and Beth Dowtin 
122 Hemlock Ct 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Mary Anna Evans 
5800 Old Providence Road 
Apt 4310 
Charlotte, NC  28226 
 

Evelyn Fennell 
308 Marietta Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Charlie Helms (704.535.7848) 
c/o Teena Williams 
4600 Crofton Ct. 
Charlotte, NC  28205 
 

Miriam Laswell 
122 Leslie Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Shut-In/Homebound Cont’d 
Bob and Jean Lax 
801 Musgrove St 
Unit 84 
Clinton, SC  29325 
 

Julie McCaffrey 
101 Wendover Road 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

Wilma McCall 
106 Cessna Avenue 
Greenwood, SC  29646 
 

Jackie Menaker 
104 Hunters Village Drive 
Greenwood, SC  29649 
 

MEMBERS AND REGULAR  
ATTENDEES 
Emma Elgan 
The Family of Fred Latham 
Jason Jordan and Family 
Ed Hood 
Jim Conley 
Dodie Conley 
Betty Moss McGuirt 
 

MEMBERS’ FAMILY 
Amy Gephart 
The Family of Teddy Jordan 
Jeffrey Jordan 
Leslie Willis 
Denise Waldrep 
Carie McClendon 
Alyssa Fender 
Whitney Stennett 
Linton Mann 
 

MEMBERS’ FRIENDS 
Texas Flood Victims 
Lindsay Hodges 
Rosie Mullet 
Pat Wilbanks 
McKayla Dye 
Charlotte Faith Simmons 
Evan Sellars 
Rev. Jim Johnston 
Will Coleman 
Rebecca Hall 
Valerie Hazlett 
 

MILITARY 
Sgt. Jack Boyd - Army 
Christian Furman - Army 
Randall Geddings 
Joshua Goff - Marines 
Kos Kerhoulas - Navy 
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force 
Will Peeler - Army National Guard 
Banner Peksa - Army 

COLLEGE STUDENTS 
Anderson University: 
Eric Philcox 
 

Citadel: 
Olivia Murray and Owen  
Whittington 
 

Clemson: 
Adam Prince, Caroline Addis, 
Chloe Ison, Dawson Hudson,  
Emma Arnold, Josh Godwin, 
Julia Creswell, Lexi Layland, 
and Thomas Goff 
 

Erskine College:  
Hampton Ashley 
 

Guilford College:  
Jillian Mapes 
 

Lander: 
Braeden McDonald, Jordan 
Mapes, Kylie Camp, and Rhianna 
Philcox 
 

MUSC Charleston: 
Wyatt Prince 
 

Piedmont Technical College: 
Savannah Mallon 
 

Presbyterian College: 
Beatty Murray 
 

University of Georgia: 
Haley McLaughlin 
 

University of North Carolina -  
Charlotte: 
Zach Robinson 
 

University of South Carolina: 
Caroline Bell and Meg McGovern 
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Back Pack Meal Logo goes here 

 
St. Mark has been providing weekend meal bags for Dist. 50 school children for 14+ 
years. During that time, the program has grown from 16 children the first year to 147 
children last year. We have been blessed to have Harris Baptist, Tabernacle Baptist, 
Laurel Baptist, and Greenwood ARP churches assist us in getting needed food into the 
hands of children who might otherwise have little or nothing to eat over the weekend. 
 
Each bag contains:    
3 protein sources (the weekend has 5 main meals) 
2 breakfast items 
1 cup of fruit and 1 of pudding 
3 snacks  
2 drinks 
a spoon and napkins 
 
Each bag costs about $11 (depending on how many items we find on sale.) That is a  
total cost of about $1,617 each week for this mission. 
I get many questions, and I want to answer two of the questions I get asked most  
frequently. 
 
1st) Why don’t you use store brand/generic products instead of name brand?  
We have to be extremely careful not to send out any products that might contain 
nuts…. I don’t know why, but most store or generic brands have warnings on the  
packing saying that the product may contain nuts or that they may have been produced 
in a factory that might produce products containing nuts. 
 
2nd) How can you be sure that the bags go to the children in need and not someone 
else? 
We can’t be sure, but it is not our job to know where these bags go; our only job is to 
answer the charge that Jesus gave us to take care of the least of these.      
 
SO NOW: HOW CAN YOU HELP! 
1st) By your prayers. (If you are unable to do anything else, you can pray for the  
children, their situations, the volunteers and their safety in delivering the bags, etc.) 
 
2nd) By your service (anyone who wants to watch the operation or volunteer is welcome 
on Monday mornings around 8:00)  
 
3rd) And of course, by your gifts; whether you give a small or large donation, or give one 
in honor or memory of someone, they are all greatly appreciated. BUT REMEMBER, you 
were asked to support the church with your tithes and offerings. Tithes are a percent-
age of your giving, and your offerings are the extras you want to share. 
 
Fran Brown 

Items needed at the Food Bank: 
Canned tuna, chicken, or salmon, 
Peanut butter and jelly, Meals in a 
can (chunky soups, stew, chili), 
Canned fruits in its own juice or  
water, Canned food with pop-top lids, 
Dried beans (pinto, blackeyed,  
kidney, lima, etc), Pasta (including 
whole grain), Rice (brown, white,  
yellow), Low-sugar whole grain  
cereals, Grits and Oatmeal (bag or 
box), Powder or shelf-stable milk  
Bottled water and fruit drinks, 

Healthy snacks (granola bars, nuts, dried fruit). 

St. Mark gratefully acknowledges the following gifts: 
 

 To The General Fund in loving memory of Fred Latham by Wanda Hill, 
Margaret Kennerly, Rev. Taylor and Joyce Campbell, Charlie and Helen 
Watkins, Ronnie and Brenda Millender, Rick and Nancy Henderson, 
John and Drenda Heydel. 

 
 To The Choir Fund in loving memory of Fred Latham by Matthew Miller.   



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

3 
12:45 SPRC meeting 

4 
11:30 Young at Heart 
12:00 Staff Meeting at RSC 
5:30 Teen Journey 
5:30 West Side AA 

5 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

6 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
 

7 
Founders Hall is unavailable 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

1 
Kids’ World in-service day 
 
 
 

8 
Founders Hall is unavailable 
8:00 Wayne Goff Hall in use 

2 
8:30 Kairos at RSC 
8:30 Empty Bowls in Founders 
Hall 
 

9 
9:00 Book Sale in Founders 
Hall 

10 
12:45 Nominations meeting 
5:00 KREW Leaders meeting 
6:30 EPIC Leaders meeting 

11 
5:30 Teen Journey 
5:30 West Side AA 

12 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

13 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
 

14 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
9:30 Founders Hall in use 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

15 
12:00 Founders Hall in use 

16 
 

17 
12:45 Church Council meeting 
6:30 Youth Council meeting 

18 
Information due for the 
church newsletter 
5:30 Teen Journey 
5:30 West Side AA 

19 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

20 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
 

21 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
5:00 Founders Hall in use 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

22 
 

23 
8:30 Empty Bowls in Founders 
Hall 

24 
9:15 Sunday School 
10:30 One Church Worship 
4:30 KREW Kickoff 
6:30 EPIC Kickoff 

25 
5:30 Teen Journey 
5:30 West Side AA 

26 
6:00 Women on My Journey AA 

27 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
 

28 
7:00 Men’s Bible Study 
5:00 Founders Hall in use 
5:30 Al-Anon Meeting 
5:30 West Side AA 

29 
6:30 Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
10:00 RSC in use 

30 
 

31 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Worship Services are: 
Bypass Campus:8:45 am & 
11:00 am 
Rivers Street Campus: 8:45 am 
& 11:15 am 
Sunday School 10:00 am 


