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Greetings to the Saints of St. Mark!

The next copy of The Witness, the
church’s monthly newsletter, will be
mailed on August 25th . Deadline to
submit information for the newsletter
is Tuesday, August 16th.

Worship Attendance Year to Date Average

Summer is often a time that is a little different than
the rest of the year. The pace usually slows down a bit,
vacations are taken, and even the days are a little longer.
Summer can offer us a time to reflect and gain perspective on
our lives. We can get so caught up in activities and the hustle
and bustle of life that we lose perspective. Perspective is
important. It keeps the bigger picture in mind. The stories of
the Bible, though they happened thousands of years ago, are
still there to offer us a helpful perspective on life, God,
others, and ourselves.

As of July 24, 2022

Jim Elliot is a name that is not well known to this
generation, maybe not even to those who would have been
his peers in the 1950s. Jim was a talented man, a born leader, who wrestled for his
college and enjoyed every sport. He was a gifted speaker and a hard-working student.
As he entered college he sensed a call to the ministry and while there it found its
expression in becoming a missionary. Upon graduation, he married and went overseas
to serve in Ecuador among the Waodoni Indians, also known as the Auca’s. The name
“Auca” is the Waodoni word for “savage.”

8:45 AM - BPC

70

9:00 AM - RSC

68

10:00 AM - TCC

38

11:00 AM - BPC

69

11:15 AM - RSC

103

8:45 Stream - BPC

19

10:00 Stream - TCC

14

11:15 Stream - RSC

23

Avg. Worship Attendance

400

Avg. Sunday School Attendance

114
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Congratulations on
your baptism

Hudson Beale Sunday,
July 24th, at the 11:15
AM worship service by
Pastor Robby Lybrand.


The Pastors and congregation extend
Christian sympathy to the following
members of our church family.

Many may have been confused by the direction his life took. Some from high
school may have thought he was too talented, too much a leader to waste his life on
the mission field. Others in college may have wondered why he would go to a place so
savage and no one knew. Still others may have wondered if his talents could not be
better used in industry, politics, or even as a pastor in a large church in America.



Sondra Helker and her family on the death of her
sister, Janice Smith, on July 19th.

Those who knew Jim best, of course, knew what energized his life was his
relationship with Jesus and his desire to live his life in obedience to His will and bring
Him honor. Yet, what would be unknown to Jim and his new wife was, after arriving a
few months before and shortly after making contact with the Auca’s, Jim and the four
men involved in this mission project would be killed by the Auca. Their young wives
and children were overwhelmed by fear and grief by their deaths. But amazingly, the
families of Jim and the other men stayed, working and serving the tribe that murdered
their husbands. The actions of love, forgiveness, and grace their lives demonstrated
became the means God used to convert that tribe. The gospel changed a people from
Auca, “savages,” to Christ-followers.
Jim realized that life is fleeting and yet, because of the Risen Christ, our lives
have meaning. Whether long or short, on a mission field or the streets of Greenwood,
our actions count and can make a difference. It just takes living life and seeing
ourselves from a different perspective — God’s perspective. Jim’s life verse is the
quoted below. His way of saying it was “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep
to gain what he cannot lose.” It’s living life, not based on acquiring things or pleasing
others, but found in living in the life and love of a Risen Savior. No fool, indeed!
So while you have some time . . . what do you think?
15

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in
those who love the world; 16for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh, the
desire of
the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the Father but from the
world. 17And the world and its desire are passing away, but those who do the will of
God live forever.
(1 John 2:15-17)
With Joy, Steve

Paige will be on vacation Saturday, August 13th through Sunday, August 21st
during this time the church office will be opened during a limited timeframe.






Monday, Aug. 15th from 8:00 AM to 10:15 AM
Tuesday, Aug. 16th from 10:15 AM to 12:30 PM
Wednesday, Aug. 17th from 8:00 AM to 10:15 AM
Thursday, Aug. 18th from 8:00 AM to 10:15 AM
Friday, Aug. 19th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM

Debra will be on vacation Saturday, August 13th through Saturday, August
20th.
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The finances at the end of June look like this:
General Fund

$256,939

Actual Expenses

$461,358 Budgeted Expenses

$551,154

Actual Income

$442,063 Anticipated Income

$550,344

The good news is that we continue to spend less than we budgeted for 2022. In
fact, we have spent $89,7967. The church leadership activity reduced the budget
by about $200,000 at the beginning of the year and our budgeted expenses reflects
this. Further, the church staff and mission areas have proactively worked to reduce
spending where possible these uncertain economic times – and will continue to do
so where possible as the year continues.
The challenge is that we anticipated receiving about $542,969 and we have only
received $442,063. This means we were short $108,281. The actual figures for our
income reflect the giving of the church through half the year. Obviously, we
understand the current rise in inflation often causes some persons to give less. We
are still seeking to understand what else may be involved.
The numbers that are important to compare are what we actually spend and what
we actually receive. As one can see, we have spent about $19,295 more through
half the year than we have received. This reflects several factors. Expenses vary
from month to month in the life of the church (as does the offering). For example,
some months can have three pay periods (the typical month has two). We paid the
second quarter of our Sending Forth expenses (this is the fund that comes from ten
percent of the offering we receive for the year and goes toward mission projects in
Greenwood to around the world). Lastly June had Vacation Bible School expenses
(a large ministry that reached almost 400 children and reflects those kind of
expenses). It is not surprising in this one month we spent more than we received in
offering during this difficult time.
The most important factor St. Mark’s finances are not the numbers. It’s the people.
It is us as a church being faithful in giving to the Lord as we are able. We pray and
trust the Lord will provide for the financial needs of our church families – your
home and everyone else’s. We pray in turn we will respond in giving as we are
blessed and cared for. Every gift can make a difference. It is never what one
person or family does but we can do together.
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“And Simon and his companions hunted for him. When they
found him, they said to him, ‘Everyone is searching for you.’
He answered, ‘Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I
may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came
out to do.’ And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.” (Mark
1:37-39)

Spotlight on Finance
Every family has money, takes in money, spends money, and – hopefully – gives
money. Our church is no different. Here is the latest information regarding St.
Mark’s financial matters. As you look at the most recent information available to
share, please keep in mind that this reflects our finances as of the end of June. We
know it is August, but each month closes about the middle of the next month.
Closing involves three things: all giving from online and in person from the last
Sunday of the month received, all bills having been paid for the month, and the
bank statement received and transactions reconciled to the account. So June was
closed in mid-July. Since the monthly newsletter must be assembled and mailed
out before the beginning of the next month (August, in this case), the results in
each newsletter reflect the finances about six-weeks ago. This is the best we can
do in providing accurate information each month.
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Greetings St. Mark!
I recently had the opportunity to revisit the story of the
Tortoise and the Hare. The story was still the same. The
Tortoise and the Hare race and the Tortoise wins the race
proving “the faster runner is not always the one who wins the
race.” (The Tortoise and the Hare adapted by Teresa Mlawer
& Illustrated by Olga Cuellar). However, for me this reading
hit differently as I found myself focused on the Hare’s
unrelenting pace after realizing the tortoise had passed him. A pace that caused him
to collapse on the ground inches away from the finish line. Why did the Hare have to
move at this unrelenting pace? Maybe, it’s because he stopped and took two naps and,
in the process, he was passed by. Or maybe he forgot to stay focused on the finish
line.
Have you ever been the Hare? I have. I have been the one who loses focus,
especially when many things are trying to grab my attention. Things like family,
friends, work, and school. And to try and keep up with these demands, we feel that
we need to keep an unrelenting pace only to fall just short on all fronts. So, what do
we do? In Mark’s Gospel, when the disciples begin moving at an unrelenting pace,
becoming so focused on bringing “all who were sick or possessed with demons” (Mark
1:32) to Jesus, they lose sight of Jesus who has gone to pray and connect with God.
The disciples desperately search for Jesus. Once the disciples find Jesus, they are
taught slow and steady wins the race. Our family and friends, work and school are all
important and it is good that we want to give our undivided attention to them. But
our self-care is also important. Church, if we do not take care ourselves, we run the
risk of losing sight of Jesus. Let’s be slow and steady.
In this season of transition. As summer winds down, school begins, and we begin
holiday event planning take time to connect with Jesus. Pray, spend time in God’s
word and God’s world. Let the God of rest and healing work within so that you go and
be the hands and feet of Christ. For that this is what we are called to do,
Blessings on the Journey!
Pastor Joey

Copies of the August Birthdays list, August Anniversaries list, and
Upper Rooms for July/August are located at the narthex/welcome
area at each campus. You can find the birthday and anniversary list on
the church mobile app as well.
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Hello St. Mark Family!
Somehow, very quickly we have found ourselves over
halfway through 2022. It’s hard to believe that it’s already
August and Christmas is in just four months. Time really has
flown by over the first part of the year and now we find
ourselves very soon preparing for what the “winter” months
will look like. This is a perfect time to stop and reflect on
where we have been in the journey of 2022 to this point.
Looking back, it has been an incredible journey so far. If we
look at all that has taken place this year, I think we have a
lot to be excited about. We have had people joining the
church, we have had people baptized, we have had
fellowship, we have worshipped in some amazing ways, and
we have loved each other and our neighbors. With all of
these exciting things it makes you wonder where we go from here – well I think that
answer is simple, we keep building on what we are already doing that is so amazing.
One thing we have seen through our sermon series “We Are” is that we are
people that have a lot of responsibilities, and we are people that God has put a lot of
trust in. For the most part we handle that pretty well. As I mentioned earlier, we
have done so much in the first half of this year and made some amazing strides
within our church. So now what? Where do we go from here? Well, we go out. In
Matthew 28:19 we read some of the most quoted words that Jesus ever said,
“Therefore Go and make disciple of all nations.” We must GO! We have the most
amazing gift, the gift of knowing the love, grace, and mercy of Jesus and we need to
go and spread that to all of the world. Maybe that’s a little too large for us to wrap
our head around. Let’s go and spread this love, grace, and mercy to all the people
we come in contact with. All the people at work, all the people at Walmart, all the
people at the park, or the grocery store. If we just start with the people within our
personal bubble of influence then we can make a huge difference, but if we are
going to do this then we have to be intentional. We have to look each day for those
that are in need and offer them a seat at the table.
In my pocket on my key chain is a cord that has three knots in it. These knots
help me to remember to be intentional about the mission Christ has called me to.
The first knot is for when I talk with someone and they say, “I’m not a church
person” then I know I must be intentional and say, “Well come sit with me on Sunday
morning.” The second knot is when someone says, “Life is not going well” then I must
be intentional and say, “Well come sit with me on Sunday morning.” The third knot is
for when someone says, “I was not prepared for this” then I must be intentional and
say, “Well come sit with me on Sunday morning.” It’s just a little reminder that even
though people have “nots” in their life, I must be intentional in showing them that
there is always hope. I must be intentional in saying, I know it can be scary being the
new person at church or a different person at church, but that’s ok, you can sit with
me and hopefully find comfort in that.
This year so far has been amazing, and we have grown so much, but there is so
much more to do and so much more growing we can do – but we have to be
intentional about everything we do. We Are United Methodist, and We Are St. Mark,
but we must never forget that We Are more than the four walls around the
sanctuary. We Are people God has called to GO!
I hope the second half of 2022 is as great as the first half and I can’t wait to
see YOU at CHURCH….and hey, bring a friend!!
Robby
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St. Mark gratefully acknowledges the following gifts:

AUGUST PREACHING SCHEDULE



To The Children and Youth Fund in loving memory of Carolyn Strom by
Toni Ross.



To The Good Samaritan Fund in loving memory of Carolyn Strom by
Wanda Hill, Gaynell Wade.

We follow the Church Calendar as way of remembering and celebrating our life with
Christ. It starts with Advent, the season of preparation for Christ’s coming. It ends with
Christ the King Sunday, as we look forward to the time when He is recognized as King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. The Sundays in August are known as part of the Sundays after
Pentecost. The Spirit of God has come – God with us – and so we live our lives in
knowledge that we are not alone. Our Heavenly Father is with us, the risen Christ with us,
because the Holy Spirit is with us.

Prayers of the Church Continued
MEMBERS’ FRIENDS CONT’D
Dana Harris and boys
Joyce Hipp
Tommy Hipp
Karen Johansen
Van Kaufman
Patrick Kerr
Jean Martin
Misti Mow
Shawn Montgomery
Tyler Nellams
Don Nelson
Shannon Rachley Rangle
Janell Seabolt
Dors Smyth
Eric Smith
Jerri Smith
Robert Torrez
John Vickers
MILITARY
Jack Boyd - Army
Dr. JC Elmore - Army
Brycen Fleming - Army
Randall Geddings
Joshua Goff - Marines
Dr. Caity Jarrio—Army
Mackenzie Latham - Air Force
Banner Peksa - Army
Parker White - Army
COLLEGE STUDENTS
Appalachian State:
Rachel Holder
Belmont Abbey
Elisabeth Tucker
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COLLEGE STUDENTS CONT’D

COLLEGE STUDENTS CONT’D

Clemson:
Alyssa Blosser, Caleb
McLaughlin, Caroline Addis,
Clary Pederson, Conner
Pederson, Ella Furman, Gloria
Grace Murray, Gracie Skidmore,
Jake Campbell, Jasmine
Creswell, Josh Godwin, Kathryn
Goff, Laila Monda, McKenzie
Daniels, Patrick Smathers,
Rebecca Bell, Sam Crooks,
Savannah Farmer, Stokes
Cromer, Taylor Case, Trevor
Brewington, Tyler McManus, Wyatt Prince, Will Godwin, and
Zach Robinson.

Midlands Technical College:
Parker Boggs

College of Charleston:
Grayson Addy
East Tennessee State:
Miles Blaxton
Erskine College:
Margaret Masters
Furman University:
Annika Patterson
Georgia Southern:
Mathis Brewington
Lander:
Ansley Bain, Caroline
Alexander, Caroline Rhodes,
Caroline Smith, Jacob Slay, Jake
Holubek, Jewel Malone
Leopard, Kellynn Ashley, Kylie
Gantt, Ryan Latham, Skylar
Gauthier, and Zoë Moore.
Mars Hill University:
Sarah Ellen Johnson

Piedmont Technical College:
Andrew Tripp, Jeramiah
Holmes, and Sam Rice.
Savannah College of Art and
Design:
Izaiah Holmes
Southern Wesleyan:
Haley McLaughlin
Texas A&M:
Blake Lindler
The Citadel:
Rhett Lindler
The Medical University of South
Carolina:
Mae Furman

Worship is one of the gifts given to us to attune our lives to this reality. Each week
we gather together as a church at one of three campuses at one of five service times. We
gather to give thanks, to praise, to pray, to sing, to listen, to fellowship, and to learn
better how to walk with Jesus, individually as well as a church. We hope as often as you
can, you will gather with the church to experience worship together. There is grace in
worship.
The first Sunday in August we will celebrate communion, the Lord’s Supper. It is an
opportunity to receive God’s grace through the bread and the cup and to remember the
gifts of God’s love.

Please note that services from every campus are live-streamed each Sunday,
beginning with our 8:45 AM Traditional Worship Service from the Bypass Campus, followed
by our 10:00 AM Blended Worship Service from the Coronaca Campus, and lastly, our 11:15
AM Contemporary Worship Service from the Rivers Street Campus. You can watch these
services on our Youtube channel at the time indicated for that service. All live-streamed
services will be available online after they are completed.
August 7th - A Meal that Matters
(Communion will be shared at all campuses)
Pastor Steve at Bypass for 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Worship
Pastor Joey at Coronaca for 10:00 AM Worship
Pastor Robby at Rivers Street for 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM Worship

University of Kentucky:
Julia Goff

August 14th - What Matters
Pastor Robby at Bypass for 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Worship
Pastor Steve at Coronaca for 10:00 AM Worship
Pastor Joey at Rivers Street for 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM Worship

University of South Carolina:
Carter Rhodes, Harriet Ward,
Jordan Mapes, Kynslea Philcox,
Lauren Clamp, and Olivia
DeTreville.

August 21st - Words that Matters
Pastor Joey at Bypass for 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Worship
Pastor Robby at Coronaca for 10:00 AM Worship
Pastor Steve at Rivers Street for 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM Worship

Winthrop:
Carlie Pundt and Madison
Syswerda.
Wofford:
Olivia Murray
Young Harris College:
Ben Buckshorn

August 28th – A Message that Matters
Pastor Steve at Bypass for 8:45 AM and 11:00 AM Worship
Pastor Joey at Coronaca for 10:00 AM Worship
Pastor Robby at Rivers Street for 9:00 AM and 11:15 AM Worship
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Prayers of the Church
Names will remain on the prayer list for one month unless you notify the church office for
them to remain longer.
RESIDENTIAL LIVING
Emerald Gardens
(201 Overland Drive,
Greenwood, SC)
Charlotte Koone
National Healthcare
(437 E Cambridge Ave,
Greenwood, SC)
Betty Lightsey
Shut-In/Homebound
Tony Adams
(864.941.6544)
307 Manning Road
Greenwood, SC 29649
Mary Ellen Anderson
(864.223.5275)
1830 Alexander Road W
Greenwood, SC 29649
Danny Bearden
c/o Khristy Lee
2419 Lafayette Street
Winterville, NC 28590
Jean Bedenbaugh
Lexington Medical Center
Extended Care
815 Old Cherokee Road
Lexington, SC 29072
James and Mary Anna Evans
5800 Old Providence Road
Apt 4310
Charlotte, NC 28226
Charlie Helms (704.535.7848)
c/o Teena Williams
4600 Crofton Ct.
Charlotte, NC 28205
Annell McManus (864.229.1596)
110 Northgate
Greenwood, SC 29649
Jenny Valkenburg
(864-223-0987)
119 Creek Road East
Greenwood, SC 29646
MEMBERS
Kay Sears
Miriam Laswell
Carlyne Taylor
Arajamond Bishop
Khamarron Kizer
Jean Langley
Olin Dorroh
Bob Lax
Gail Propester
Tracie Pruitt
Kristi Boggs
Benji Boggs

Sylvia Goff
John Clark
Verne Logan
Renaye Owens and family
Candy Gillian
Wilma McCall
Betty Crane
DeeDee Gannon
Homer Sears
Gaynell Wade
Lyle Johnson and family
Jan Gilliam and family
Judy Simmons and family
Mary Miskelly
CJ Johnson and family
Tom Bickerton
Donna Boerger
Sheri Brewington
Dubie Brown
Tracey Burke
Tommy Burton
Jim and Dodie Conley
Kay Davis and family
Joey and Amanda Gambrell and
family
Sondra Helker
Carol Jones
Pat LaCoste
Fred Latham
Dot Leaman
Doug Manley
Cindy Markward
Charles McDonald and family
Tracie McGovern and family
Jackie Menaker
Tom Mundy
Mable Nicoletti
Bud Search
Barbara Jean Smith
Kay Smyth
Jeri Stafford
Dale and Ann Staley
Mike Tabor
MEMBERS’ FAMILY
Ashley, Ellie, and Layla Schreiber
Kacy Westmoreland
Jamie and Rileyy Howard
Ben Brooks
Lisa Higginbotham
Reba Gisk
Lily Griffin
Lenny Owens
Tommy Fleming
Kitty Waren
Martha Anderson
Gladys Turner
Mariss Durbin
Tom West
Angela Baker

Jim Porter
Pamela McKinley
William Walker
Bo Young
Lynn Seymour
Robert Zachary, Selena, his
children and mother
Helen Adams
Kathy Brown
Desmond Consales
Tom Kelly
Pam McClendon and family
Ernst Purser,II
Tyler Ryan
Chuck Sexton’s brother
Sumer Sherfield
MEMBERS’ FRIENDS
Stan Hutcheson
Andy Edwards
Tommy Wilson
Mike White
Jack House
Ken Talley
Rev. Milton and Betty McGuirt
Nita DeVore (her brother and
sister-in-law)
Kimberly Gilman
Maxie Roof
Alvin Rankin
Rick Peterson
Larry Laughlin and family
Dennis Adams
James Stewart
Wayne Harrison
Patrick Beggs and family
Thomas and Gail Kinard
Mary Metzker
Butch Roberts
Coker Family
Rosbury Family
Mary Chase Ford
Steve Tomcheck
Bill Williams
Sandra Slay
Kathy Bernard
Kay Thompson
Barbara Beam
Donna Conway
Beverly Harris
Lillian Ashley
Kristin Barnes
Keith Berry
Madeline Brabham
Chris Brown
Pierce Burke
Sandra Courley
Randy Dennis
Jeremy Ferqueron
Wayne Fowler
Henry Harris

MILITARY
Jack Boyd - Army
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What’s new in Kids’ World?
Kids’ World is excited to announce new lead teachers
in our 2k and 3k classes. Ms. Laney Wideman is our 3k
teacher and Ms. Hannah Lovette is our 2k teacher. They have
each started off strong and done an amazing job getting
their classrooms ready to begin our new school year!

We would like to say that if anyone has any old
magazines they no longer need, we
would gladly take them. Our children enjoy using them for cutting
and different projects.
Blessings!
Amanda Wideman

Church Meeting
Learn the latest of what is happening in the United
Methodist Church, the coming 2024 General
Conference, and St. Mark’s relationship to all this at
a Church Meeting to be held Sunday, August 21st, at
4:00 PM in the Bypass Campus Sanctuary. This
meeting will last about an hour and include a time
for questions.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

8

9

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
4:00 Wayne Goff Hall in use
5:30 West Side AA

12:30 Finance Committee
Meeting
6:30 EPIC

Books and Bargains Sale in
Founders Hall
6:30 EPIC

4:00 Church meeting
6:30 EPIC

1:00 Founders Hall in use
4:30 KREW Kick-off
6:30 EPIC

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
5:30 West Side AA

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
5:30 West Side AA

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
5:30 West Side AA

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
5:30 West Side AA

6:00 Women on My Journey AA

6:00 Parkinson Support Group
6:00 Women on My Journey AA

Information due for the
church newsletter
6:00 Women on My Journey AA

6:00 Women on My Journey AA

6:00 Women on My Journey AA

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

6:30 Men’s Bible Study
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:30 Men’s Bible Study

5:30 West Side AA

9:30 Founders Hall in use
5:30 West Side AA

5:30 West Side AA
7:00 Girls Scouts

9:00 Newsletter Labeling
5:30 West Side AA

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
6:00 Founders Hall in use

9:00 Books and Bargains Sale
set up in Founders Hall
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class

10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class
3:00 Founders Hall in use

6:30 Men’s Prayer Breakfast
10:00 Fit 4 Ever Exercise Class

Founders Hall in use all day

8:00 Books and Bargains Sale
in Founders Hall

Worship Services are:
Bypass Campus:8:45 am &
11:00 am
Rivers Street Campus: 9:00 am
& 11:15 am
Coronaca Campus: 10:00 am
Sunday School 10:00 am

